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Church Growth International(CGI) is an international institute inaugurated in Nov.1976 by Dr. David Yonggi Cho.
The CGI has growing more and more with joining more pastors and leaders of Christian world from many 
nations. 
Especially the board members of CGI are well-known Christian leaders as a pastor or theologist or evangelist. 
They all agreed the purpose of CGI and willingly joined CGI for the sake of the Load. The purpose of CGI is to 
promote the growth of the churches all over the wolrd, making an example of successful pastors and churches 
based on the biblical principle.
The board of CGI consists of 63 pastors and doctors of church growth from more than 25 countries. CGI as a 
global international institute holds a world church growth conference and seminar annually, or once every two 
years in the major cities of the world. Every odd year the conference is held in Seoul Korea. To this day, it has 
hosted 600 seminars in 100 countries with 12,200,000 participants.
In addition, it publishes church growth related books in English. And English magazine “Church Growth 
International” published delivers to read to the 18,000 subscribers in 181 countries. In 2020 CGI starts to 
provide webzine for the members.
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Today I’d like to share the grace of God under the title, 
“A Person Who Perseveres Is Blessed. “Whether a man, an 
animal, a plant, a business, or a new skill, it takes time for it to 
grow and develop while overcoming hardships. That is why 
perseverance is required. Moreover, we need to go through and 
overcome numerous difficulties that make us feel disappointed 
and want to give up in order to see our character grow and our 
faith mature. 

Concerning perseverance, God is never in a rush. He is 
never ahead of schedule. Look at Abraham. How long did 
it take for God’s promise to be fulfilled after He promised 
Abraham he would have a son at the age of 75? It took 25 
years. To wait for 25 years for a promise is quite hard. Moses 
ran away to the Midian desert at the age of 40 and was 
disciplined there for 40 years. At the age of 80 God called 
him again to be a great leader of Israel. After Joseph spent 10 
years of slavery at the house of Potiphar and another 13 years 
in prison, he became the prime minister of Egypt. James 5:11 
says, “As you know, we consider blessed those who have 
persevered. You have heard of Job’s perseverance and have 
seen what the Lord finally brought about. The Lord is full of 
compassion and mercy.”

The end of those who persevere is a blessed life! Patience 
brings about blessings in the end. It is because God watches 
with the eyes of mercy and compassion over us who are 
enduring with patience. God takes patience and endurance as 
the foundation for the growth of our faith. God makes one’s 
faith grow based on perseverance and discipline. James 1:2-

4 says, “Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face 
trials of many kinds, because you know that the testing of 
your faith develops perseverance. Perseverance must finish 
its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking 
anything.”

Perseverance is one of God’s instruments to make us 
perfect. James 1:12 says, “Blessed is the man who perseveres 
under trial, because when he has stood the test, he will receive 
the crown of life that God has promised to those who love 
him.”

Endurance has mighty power. It is able to resist against 
many landslides that might happen in our life. But, a lack of 
endurance makes our lives difficult. Those who are without 
patience usually fail in romance and also end up becoming old 
men without wisdom. 

Failure in relationships with other people or coworkers or a 
spouse or children lies in a lack of endurance. Almost all the 
problems around the world are deeply rooted in the lack of 
patience. Without patience we cannot fulfill our goals in life. 

While living in this world there are many times when all 
things seem to be dark, gloomy, depressing, sad, and irritating. 
We cry out, “When will you answer us, God?” But God is 
silent. It is because He wants us to keep seeking him with 
patience. Perseverance is also required in our relationships with 
our neighbors. Since people all have different personalities 
and characteristics, there is no one who has the same character 
as us. Friction arises when one tries to coerce another into 
submission. “You should be like me. Hurry up! Look at me!” PA
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A Person Who Perseveres 
Is Blessed
Hebrews 10:35-39

However, they slow down and don’t care at all. What shall 
we do about these differences? We cannot do anything except 
understand, take sympathy, love, and compromise with them. 
It is imperative to have mutual understanding, compassion, 
and love with patience.

The relationship between parents and children are also 
changed. If we say, “It wasn’t like that in the old times,” 
our children often complain, “Your generation is gone. Our 
generation is so brand-new and advanced that you must 
follow us, not vice versa.” Between different generations, 
perseverance, understanding, and sympathy are needed in 
their conversation. The relationship between spouses is much 
more troublesome. Psychologist Carl G. Jung once said about 
marriage in his book, “Concerning Love,” “Marriage is a 
cruel reality. It is an experience of carrying the cross in one’s 
life. I recommend that you’d better learn patience rather than 
confront against a fate that suppresses you. Only then can you 
stand at the center of your life.”

Marriage is fighting against the fate of necessity. You’d 
better persevere because if you confront each other both of 
you will end up being full of scars. Marriage is the beginning 
of love and happiness, but also the bootcamp of carrying the 
heavy and painful cross. To think marriage as a romantic 
ideal is a huge mistake. Marriage is wonderful in that both of 
partners become more intimate and keep each other company 
forever. However, it is only as long as they endure the pain 
of carrying the cross that it will keep going in that way. To be 
united as one is not easy. We must give up and accept and love 
our spouses as they are. At the core of a strong relationship 
is patience. Only through patience can we truly become one. 
We lay down our own wishes and accept our spouse with 
love instead. If we try to be self-assertive and do everything 
on our own, conflicts will arise. The heart of the problem lies 
in perseverance. Patience makes us united as one; without it 
nothing is possible. Bear with each other and forgive whatever 
grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the 
Lord forgave you. And over all these virtues put on love, which 
binds them all together in perfect unity.” Since we are all with 
blemish, we must understand, take sympathy, forgive, and 
love each other. If we fail to understand or be compassionate, 
but rather judge or criticize, we will be under fire. If we do not 
forgive others, they in turn will never forgive us. It is the best 
way for us to be long suffering, understanding, and embracing 
others with love. 1 Thessalonians 5:14 says, “And we urge 
you, brothers, warn those who are idle, encourage the timid, 
help the weak, be patient with everyone.”

There is also perseverance in our relationship with 

ourselves. Our struggles are required in order for a complete 
change in ourselves, but no matter how hard we may try, it 
will not be fulfilled overnight. Philippians 3:14 says, “I press 
on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called 
me heavenward in Christ Jesus.”

We should stand firm and give ourselves fully to the work of 
the Lord to train ourselves. Perseverance is needed to deal with 
the unjust hardships that one goes through in life. More often 
than not, we will be badly treated. Even between parents and 
siblings, children may complain about their parents’ preference 
of one child over the others. “Why does our father or mother 
love the eldest son or daughter?” Parents do not love one more 
than the other, but children have that kind of prejudice. They 
complain about the upcoming unjust hardships. 

We take for granted that one is punished because of his 
wrongdoings. Nonetheless, if we are persecuted because of 
a misunderstanding, it is brutally painful. But the Bible says 
that we should be patient. If we endure it, God will reward 
us. Psalm 37:7-9 says, “Be still before the LORD and wait 
patiently for him; do not fret when men succeed in their ways, 
when they carry out their wicked schemes. Refrain from anger 
and turn from wrath; do not fret--it leads only to evil. For evil 
men will be cut off, but those who hope in the LORD will 
inherit the land.”

If we suffer long enough and wait for the Lord patiently, 
He will deal with us fairly. Rousseau said, “Patience is bitter, 
but its fruit is sweet!” The process of patience is so painful 
that enduring the process will produce patience and at last 
bear good fruit. Persevering under all kinds of hardships and 
trials is like a pearl-oyster shell. It is thought that natural pearls 
form under a set of accidental conditions when a microscopic 
intruder like a grain of sand enters a bivalve mollusk, and 
settles inside the shell. The mollusk, being irritated by the 
intruder, forms a pearl sac of external mantle tissue cells and 
secretes the calcium carbonate and conchiolin to cover the 
irritant. This secretion process is repeated many times, thus 
producing a pearl. To get a pearl one should put an intruder 
into the shell. While bearing up all hurts and pains in our 
lives, it creates a beautiful pearl. Our changes come through 
by persevering all those pains. If we remain in comfortable, 
praiseworthy, and easy-going surroundings, we don’t need to 
reflect ourselves or defend ourselves or repent at all. However, 
if we are hurt, under pain and difficulties, we begin to cry 
out, lament, repent, reflect, and make excuses to be changed 
gradually. 

While being patient over pain hurts, we produce beauty in 
our lives like a pearl; at first, a pearl is just waste trapped in a 

PATIENCEARTICLE

Dr. Yonggi Cho
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clam, but it becomes a brilliant gem through long suffering. 
Likewise, praiseworthy character can be molded through 
countless trials and hardships. But patience does not mean that 
we must suffer everything for a long time. Patience should 
accompany hope. There must be hope that our present patience 
will bring something good to us. If not, patience cannot go 
on. People can endure and dream a future only when they still 
have dreams and hopes. If they lose hope only death remains. 
Patience with hope for tomorrow can maintain momentum. 
To us Christ is our hope. The world cannot snatch away our 
joy in Christ. Even if we are depressed or our future seems to 
be dreary, whenever we look to Jesus Christ who endured the 
cross to save us, we can overcome everything to win a victory.

In order to achieve success and dreams, patience is needed 
to go through various failures and discouragement. When the 
Israelites entered the land of Canaan, they had to suffer so 
much in the desert. Even a tiny success requires numerous 
failures and huge endurance to overcome them. Proverbs 
24;16 says, “--for though a righteous man falls seven times, he 
rises again, but the wicked are brought down by calamity.” 

You are the seed of God’s patience. He will bear the fruit of 
heaven through your endurance. Hebrews 10:35-39 says “So 
do not throw away your confidence; it will be richly rewarded. 
You need to persevere so that when you have done the will of 
God, you will receive what he has promised. For in just a very 
little while, ‘He who is coming will come and will not delay. 
But my righteous one will live by faith. And if he shrinks 
back, I will not be pleased with him.’ But we are not of those 
who shrink back and are destroyed, but of those who believe 
and are saved.” 

Faith is just perseverance. Long suffering is faith itself. 
Without patience, faith cannot be true faith. Patience is needed 
for the growth of our faith and it is like the patience of a 
farmer. The seed on good soil stands for those with a noble and 
good heart, who hear the word, retain it, and by persevering, 
are able to produce a crop. If a farmer keeps digging up the 
soil to get fruit as quickly as possible, it will ruin everything. 
With long suffering, he must wait for the land for a long time 
and the soil will provide water and nutrients to the seed to 
yield its crop; the patient farmer shows a perfect model for the 
perseverance of believers. James 5:7-8 says, “Be patient, then, 
brothers, until the Lord’s coming. See how the farmer waits 
for the land to yield its valuable crop and how patient he is 
for the autumn and spring rains. You too, be patient and stand 
firm, because the Lord’s coming is near.” 

Perseverance is needed to understand the Word and walk 
with the Holy Spirit. Can you understand the Word of God 

immediately? When you read it and meditate on it and pray 
and give thanks to God, you can understand the Word of God 
like how water slowly soaks through everything. It does not 
happen with a snap. On the contrary, it penetrates you like 
water till it reaches to the full capacity. Furthermore, to walk 
with the Holy Spirit, we should recognize, welcome, invite, 
rely on, and wait for Him. “Holy Spirit, can I do this today or 
not?” “Do it right away!” He never says, ‘No’ to you. If you 
wait for Him with patience, your hearts and minds will be 
changed. You will definitely realize whether you should do 
this or not. Long patience will guide you into the right path 
without hesitancy. To be impatient leads us to nothing. 

The Holy Spirit comes to teach us and remind us of all 
things; if we wait for him with patience He will guide and 
teach us before God. If we urge Him for an answer, He 
won’t move at all. Revelation 14:12 says, “This calls for 
patient endurance on the part of the saints who obey God’s 
commandments and remain faithful to Jesus.”

When we have patient endurance with God’s commandments 
and faith, God will reward us with salvation and grace. How 
much more patience we need when we fight against the devil! 
How much more when we confront the cravings of a sinful man, 
the lust of his eyes and the boasting of what he has and fight 
with long suffering! If we think they are gone in a moment, it is 
a wrong judgment! To fight against the devil we must do it with 
endurance. The cravings of a sinful man, the lust of his eyes and 
the boasting of what he has and does all come from the world 
and we must keep on confronting them without ceasing. Can 
a drunkard be set free from alcohol by one attempt? He may 
wish to return to drinking again and again so he ought to keep 
resisting against drinking till he finally overcomes it. One shout 
cannot repel a drinking habit. Therefore, incessant perseverance 
is required against the cravings of sinful men. We must repent 
and cry out to God and repent and cry out to God till our hearts 
and minds become purified and overcome all those evil habits. 1 
Timothy 6:11-12 says, “But you, man of God, flee from all this, 
and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance and 
gentleness. Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the 
eternal life to which you were called when you made your good 
confession in the presence of many witnesses.”

Perseverance is also needed in the good fight of faith. We 
must fight with endurance, not with impatience. 1 Peter 5:8-
10 says, “Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil 
prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to 
devour. Resist him, standing firm in the faith.”

We must keep resisting the devil. Did you resist him 
before going to bed? Before you sleep you should cry out, 

“You enemy devil, go away from me! You enemy devil who 
oppresses my heart, Go!” Then the devil will flee from you. 
And also in the morning when you wake up, you should cry 
out, “You devil who disturbs me today, go away!” If we resist 
and repel the devil our enemy, he will leave us alone and 
God’s grace will follow us. If not, the devil accompanies us 
instead. He will suppress, give us pain and confusion, make us 
depressed and discourage us. Thus we have to resist the devil 
without ceasing.

“… because you know that your brothers throughout the 
world are undergoing the same kind of suffering. And the God 
of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after 
you have suffered a little while, will himself restore you and 
make you strong, firm and steadfast.”

To maintain our faith, we must keep resisting and fighting 
against the devil. If the devil were not present, how great it 
would be, but he follows us to steal, kill, and destroy us every 
day and every hour. Therefore, if we leave him alone he will 
make us depressed, frustrated, hopeless, and in despair. When 
God comes to us, our hearts become joyful and refreshed. The 
difference between God and the devil is that while the devil 
brings a dark shadow, God makes sunshine to brighten us. 
When we pray harder and the work of the Holy Spirit arises in 
our hearts, we become peaceful, refreshed, joyful, and hopeful. 
Otherwise, we will be suppressed, darkened, in despair and 
lament, which is the work of the devil. Romans 5:3-4 says, 
“Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, because 
we know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, 
character; and character, hope.”

Patience is very important before God. That is why He 
sends trials to train us in perseverance. Only when we bear 
up against the hardships for a long time can we accomplish 
the proper character God wants us to have. Your prayer is not 
answered right away, is it? Have you experienced a quick 
answer for your prayer as soon as you have finished it? No 
way! God makes you wait for a long time. He adds patience 
as an answer to your prayer. Jeremiah 29:11-13 says, “For I 
know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to 
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a 
future. Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, 
and I will listen to you. You will seek me and find me when 
you seek me with all your heart.”

What a great answer God has for us! He promises that He 
will give us hope and answer us when we cry out to Him and 
that we can find Him when we seek Him. However, when we 
ask Him, “Please come to me”, does He answer us right away, 
“Yes, here I am!”? No way! Pray at least for 30 minutes or 

more than 1 hour and wait on Him. When we pray, sometimes 
we become speechless, don’t we? Don’t try to make words 
out of your mind. When it happens, just say, “God, I want to 
thank you. Thanks a lot. Father, I thank you. Please help me 
and come to me. I want to express my endless gratitude to 
you.” You’d better keep giving thanks to God. Your gratitude 
glorifies God so the glory of God will come upon you.

When you give thanks and praises to God, He will answer 
your prayers with gladness. Isaiah 30:18 says, “Yet the LORD 
longs to be gracious to you; he rises to show you compassion. 
For the LORD is a God of justice. Blessed are all who wait for 
him!”

Since God also waits for us, we will be greatly blessed if we 
wait for Him. Therefore, what we easily obtain is of no value. 
When we aim for a goal it may take a long time and require 
much sacrifice, but only then will it have real value. Don’t be 
discouraged but keep moving toward your set goals.

All the countless hardships and difficulties are exercises and 
practices through which God teaches us to be patient and wait 
for Him. If we endure and wait for God, He will help us. “I 
will never leave you nor forsake you.” This God who is full 
of love and has all the authority and power comes to the earth 
because of us. The Lord comes to us with the Holy Spirit to 
work for us. It is because of Yonggi Cho and you that the Lord 
comes here. He is here to answer your prayers, hold you tight, 
help you, heal you, comfort you, and give eternal life to you. 
This is what the Lord wants. Thus, you are not lonely. You 
are not forsaken. You don’t need to live alone. So wait for the 
Lord with patience. If you endure and hope for the Lord, He 
will do the same to you.

Dr. Yonggi Cho
•  Republic of Korea
•  Founder, Yoido Full Gospel Church
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“But the fruit of the Holy Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. 
Against such things there is no law.” (Galatians 5:22–23)

The Bible says that patience is one of the nine fruits of 
the Holy Spirit. This indicates that we can be patient when 
we rely on the power of the Spirit. Since man is so weak, he 
often loses control of himself. However, with the help of the 
Spirit, a Christian can persevere unwaveringly no matter what 
problems he encounters.

1. Impatience has unfortunate consequences

In the Bible, we see that lack of patience has unfortunate 
consequences. Numbers 12:3 says that Moses was a very 
humble man, more humble than anyone else on the earth. 
Indeed, Moses was humble, soft in heart, and patient. So 
he could lead the querulous Israelites to the entrance of the 
promised land through the desert for 40 years. However, 
even though Moses was more humble than anyone else on 
the earth, Moses lost control of his temper at Kadesh Barnea, 
near the entrance of Canaan, when the Israelites complained 
again. God told him to command the rock to produce water. 
However, Moses lost his temper and said, “Must we bring 
you water out of this rock?” and then raised his arm and 
struck the rock twice with his staff. Water gushed out, but 
God was not pleased with Moses. God said to Moses and 
Aaron, “Because you did not trust in me enough to honor me 
as holy in the sight of the Israelites, you will not bring this 

community into the land I give them” (Num. 20:12). This 
incident prevented Moses from entering Canaan. 

 As for impatience, Saul’s impatience had more unfortunate 
consequences than Moses’ impatience did. In other words, 
Saul made the wrong choice because of impatience, and as 
a result, he was rejected by God. When the Israelites were at 
war against the Philistines, they needed Samuel to come to 
them to offer burnt offerings to God. However, Samuel did 
not arrive in time, and the Israelites began to scatter. Saul 
could not wait for Samuel any longer and made the wrong 
choice. That is, he performed the sacrifice that only a priest 
could perform. Because of this incident, Saul was rejected by 
God. 

2. Patience comes from faith and love

The impatience of the people of God is fundamentally 
related to unbelief in God. Numbers 20:12 relates Moses’ 
impatience to his unbelief in God: “Because you did not trust 
in me.” Saul could not wait for Samuel because he did not 
believe in God and was afraid of losing the war. If they had 
firmly believed in God, they would not have been angry or 
made the wrong choice. Christian patience is based on their 
faith in God. It does not mean suppressing one’s anger. It 
does not mean to endure blindly. For Christians, patience is 
waiting while trusting in God. We believe that the Lord will 
work things out for our good and thus can persevere in any 
difficulty (Rom. 8:28). God makes a way in the wilderness 
and rivers in the desert (Isa. 43:19). Thus, we can persevere 

in hope for God in all failures and defeats in our lives. Job 
remained faithful in extreme circumstances even though he 
did not know why he was suffering. Those who believe in 
God can persevere in hardships. 

Patience also comes from love. Patience is the fruit 
produced from the relationship between me and my 
neighbors. Ephesians 4:2–3 says, “Be completely humble and 
gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. Make 
every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond 
of peace.” 1 Corinthians 13:4 starts with “Love is patient.” 
And it continues to say, “… it is not easily angered.” Then it 
says, “… always protects, always perseveres.” These verses 
show that patience is based on love. In addition, James 
1:19–20 says, “My dear brothers, take note of this: Everyone 
should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become 
angry, for man’s anger does not bring about the righteous life 
that God desires.” We should be quick to listen but, on the 
other hand, when we speak, we must think twice. We must 
consider whether our words could hurt other people’s hearts 
or make them angry. The Bible says that human anger does 
not produce the righteousness of God. This means that, if 
we get easily angry or yell at others just because we cannot 
control ourselves, we will block the glory of God. Therefore, 
we should control ourselves. As Christians, we must cultivate 
the virtues of patience. Now that we have come this far in our 
growth to maturity in the Lord by the grace of God, we should 
be able to be patient, to endure, to keep our composure, and to 
be considerate towards other people. We must show the virtue 
of true Christians. 

3. Blessed are those who persevere  

James 5:10–11 says, “Brothers, as an example of patience 
in the face of suffering, take the prophets who spoke in the 
name of the Lord. As you know, we consider blessed those 
who have persevered. You have heard of Job’s perseverance 
and have seen what the Lord finally brought about. The Lord 
is full of compassion and mercy.” 

God will pour his grace on us when we wait patiently. After 

waiting 25 years, Abraham had a son. After waiting 13 years, 
Joseph became prime minister of Egypt. After many years of 
suffering and discipline, they received the blessing God had 
promised. 

The Lord does not pour His grace suddenly or accidentally. 
God blesses us after we become the vessel that can contain 
His blessings. We can become such vessels by going through 
disciplines. A strong army cannot be formed by itself. Soldiers 
can form a strong army by disciplining themselves hard. 
An excellent sportsman does not come to exist accidentally, 
either. He has to train himself hard from early in the morning 
till late at night over a long period to be on top. In the same 
way, we accomplish God’s will for us and receive the 
blessings God has prepared for us by persevering during the 
period of training. We must be patient and endure to achieve 
the great work of the Lord. When we carry our tasks faithfully 
and devotedly, God will greatly bless us. 

Plants bear much fruit by enduring the cold winter. 
Likewise, we bear much fruit by persevering in hardship. No 
matter how many hardships we face in our lives, we must 
persevere in the power of the Holy Spirit. Then, God will 
bless us and have us bear much fruit. 

 

Dr. Younghoon Lee
•  Republic of Korea
•  Senior Pastor,   
Yoido Full Gospel Church
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Dr. Younghoon Lee
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“Love is patient, love is kind. 
It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 
It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, 

it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.” 

1 Corinthians 13:4-5

“Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, 
faithful in prayer.” 

Romans 12:12

“But if we hope for what we do not yet have, 
we wait for it patiently.” 

Romans 8:25

“Let us not become weary in doing good, 
for at the proper time we will reap a harvest 

if we do not give up.” 

Galatians 6:9

“Better a patient person than a warrior,
one with self-control than one who takes a city.” 

Proverbs 16:32

“Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, 
bearing with one another in love.” 

Ephesians 4:2
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Several years ago, when we wanted to correspond with 
someone, we would write a letter and wait for a response. If 
it was extremely urgent, we might send a telegram or make 
an expensive phone call. We thought a couple weeks was 
not a bad period to wait for a response. Today, with the advent 
of the ubiquitous cell phone, we don’t even call. It takes 
too long; we send a text and expect a reply within minutes. 
This paradigm is true around the world. When we don’t get 
a quick answer, we get impatient even if it is a rather trivial 
matter. The faster things go, it seems the more impatient we 
get, and paradoxically, the less time we have while trying to 
do more. That impatience leads to exhaustion and burn out. 
The faster we go, the further behind it seems we get. None 
of this is a surprise to the Lord. He predicted in Daniel, 
knowledge in the latter days would increase rapidly (Daniel 
12:4). As it is, they say the world’s knowledge is doubling 
every three years. As Christians, how do we deal with what 
people today describe as the “rat race?” God has answers 
for us.

“Be still and know I am God.” (Psalm 46:10a) As the rate 
of things increase, we must find more time to be before the 
Lord in prayer. We must get clearer direction from the Lord 
as to what we are to do. What is it we are called to do for 
the Lord? Each of us has been given a purpose. If we don’t 
know what that purpose is, we will fail to accomplish it and 

end up doing things that don’t advance God’s plans for you 
and me.

Billy Graham had a clear picture of what he was called to 
do. Dr. Cho told the story of his invitation for Billy Graham 
to preach the good news in Korea years ago. The first night 
Billy spoke was an incredible success. Dr. Cho went to see 
him the next morning at his hotel. He found Billy out by 
the pool relaxing. Dr. Cho thanked him for the night before 
and then asked if Billy would go deeper into the Word that 
night. Billy looked over his glasses at Dr. Cho and said, “I 
don’t do deeper.” That ended that part of the conversation. 
Dr. Cho then asked if Billy would take time that afternoon 
to address the many pastors attending the nightly service. 
Billy stopped him again, looked him in the eyes and said, “I 
don’t do days.” That was the end of the conversation. Billy 
knew what his role was, and despite the pressure to meet 
other needs, he did as God had directed him. He had time to 
hear from the Lord.

We need to know clearly what our responsibilities and 
priorities are. We must be confident in the Lord’s leading, 
or we will fall into the trap of the tyranny of the urgent. The 
urgent demands of others often lead us to do what only the 
Lord can do, and we can get in his way or we get in the way 
of someone else. “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, And 
lean not unto your own understanding; In all your ways 

acknowledge Him and He will direct your paths.” Proverbs 
3:5-6.

We need to spend time with the Lord understanding what 
he wants us to do with things that arise during the day. 
Sometimes the Lord will cause us to change directions for 
the day, and sometimes he will tell us not to get involved. 
A young man came to Jesus and asked him to adjudicate 
between him and his brother on their inheritance. Jesus’ 
answer was, who made me your arbitrator? Jesus later said 
that He did what the father told him to do. If there are things 
Jesus will not do, does it not stand to reason that there are 
things we are asked to do but are not our responsibility?

 As impatience arises, it is time to get on our knees and 
seek the counsel of the Lord. The faster things go, the more 
we need to find time with the Lord in prayer. The Lord calls 
us to number our days. We have only 24 hours and a limited 
time on earth; only the Lord can lead us beside still waters 
in these turbulent and impatient days. For those who have 

need for greater patience “But those who wait on the Lord 
shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings 
like eagles, they hall run and not be weary, they shall walk 
and not faint. (Isaiah 40:31) Try it, it is my life verse. 

Dr. Ken Eldred
• USA
• Founder, Living Stones Foundation
•  Board of Directors,   
Church Growth International
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“ But those who wait          
on the Lord shall renew their strength;       
they shall mount up with wings like eagles,      
they shall run and not be weary,        
they shall walk and not faint”       
Isaiah 40:31
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We are in a hurry most of the time, whether it is eating, 
sleeping and more so while working because we need instant 
results. We want instant results, instant noodles, instant coffee, 
fast food and we want them now! In fact, we take pride in 
getting things done, quickly, instantly and as fast as possible. 
We want, and we want it now! Waiting, is out of the question. 
We even pray, “Lord give me patience, right now!” Patience is 
hard to gain, and even more difficult to maintain. 

The Bible tells us that God is a God of patience. Galatians 
5:22 tells us that the fruit of the spirit is patience. An impatient 
man does not have this understanding as he does not know 
God, hence he takes it upon himself to be in control of 
everything and when he is not able to do that he simply gives 
up. This patience that we are looking at here is not mere human 
effort but a fruit of the Spirit. 

When we are impatient with people or circumstances around 
us, we end up hurting others! Impatience causes anger. Not 
just angry but angry quickly.  Impatience has destroyed more 
people than anything else. Lack of patience makes us anxious, 
unkind, irritable, unpleasant to work with and live with which 
in turn leads to alienation of family and friend making us 
unhappy and miserable. On the other hand, patience always 
brings peace and joy. Patience is a lifestyle of the Kingdom. 
When we become more patient, we will begin to enjoy life as 
well as become an enjoyable person to others too!

Purpose of Patience
Patience prepares and positions us to receive God’s promises 

and reward. We will be rewarded and receive his provision, 
promotion, protection, life partner, etc. When we are impatient 

we will miss out on his promises and rewards. As in the above 
Bible passage, the servant lost his blessing, and promise 
because he was impatient with his fellow servant. Patience 
prepares and positions us in a place to receive God’s promises, 
and His reward of provision, promotion, protection and all that 
he has for me when I am willing to wait. Everything that God 
has promised for us comes through a season of waiting. When 
we become impatient, we begin to reposition ourselves and 
miss out the blessing of God. 

“Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the 
Lord. See how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the 
earth, being patient about it, until it receives the early and the 
late rains.” (James 5:7) The farmer enjoys his harvest because 
he is willing to wait patiently. If the farmer moved to doing 
something else due to lack of patience, he would miss out 
on the harvest. We know people who cannot see the coming 
harvest but give up too because of their impatience. They are 
not there to enjoy the blessing and promises. 

“As an example of suffering and patience, brothers, take the 
prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 11 Behold, we 
consider those blessed who remained steadfast. You have heard 
of the steadfastness of Job, and you have seen the purpose of 
the Lord, how the Lord is compassionate and merciful.” This 
is an example of Job’s patience in suffering. It is only natural 
that we become impatient, irritable and angry with everybody. 
In the Message version, it says: “God brought it all together 
for him at the end” God lined up everything at the end, it did 
not make sense, halfway, midway or in the beginning, but it all 
came together for Job in the end because he was patient.

Abraham, too, waited patiently and “received what was 

promised” (Hebrews 6:15). “For when God made a promise 
to Abraham, since he had no one greater by whom to swear, 
he swore by himself, 14 saying, “Surely, I will bless you and 
multiply you.” 15 And thus Abraham, having patiently waited, 
obtained the promise.” (Hebrews 6:13-15) Abraham had God’s 
favor, he had faith, but he had to wait patiently. 

God is worth waiting for. It is worth waiting for best he can 
bring about. Everything good is worth waiting for. I was 21 
when I met my wife Yvonne, both of us were still studying and 
did not have the means to get married immediately. That was 
not the only obstacle, she was the youngest in the family and 
none of her siblings were married at that time. So, I had to wait 
sometime before I could marry her. But she was worth waiting 
for. Patience is rewarding! On a recent trip, we were on a fast 
lane queue, waiting to check in, when our turn came in the 
blink of an eye another person cut the queue and went ahead 
of me. This made me impatient, and it just made me angrier 
that the staff had been oblivious to this and was checking 
him in. It was not a very long que and waiting for one more 
person should not have to be such a big deal. But I controlled 
myself and calmed down. Another staff on the slow lane 
noticed everything and she called us up to the counter. I moved 
up to that counter and handed over our passport and tickets, 
complaining to myself that we were supposed to be on the fast 
lane queue and not on this one. To my surprise, she upgraded us 
to business class for no reason at all! It was a miracle! Patience 
is rewarding! I would have missed that opportunity if I had not 
been patient. We all wait for various things in life, it could be a 
life partner, or a job. Sometimes we do not understand why the 
wait. But God is worth waiting for!

Patience leads to repentance.
“Or do you presume on the riches of his kindness and 

forbearance and patience, not knowing that God’s kindness is 
meant to lead you to repentance?” (Romans 2:4) The Message 
version puts it this way “In kindness he takes us firmly by the 
hand and leads us into a radical life-change”

Why is God so patient with us? It is because it is in his 
patience and kindness that our lives are radically changed. 
Patience is powerful. Sometimes we tend to lecture people 
to change. Sometimes there is a time and place for that, but 

kindness is always necessary to make a change. This reminds me 
of a church worker who would come to our hostel every Sunday 
afternoon, with his van to pick up students to take to church. 
Most of the time nobody went with him and he left with an 
empty van.  In spite of the empty van, he patiently endeavored 
week after week. Impressed by his patience I started going to 
church and it was his patience that brought me to salvation. 

“The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count 
slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any 
should perish, but that all should reach repentance…. 15 And 
count the patience of our Lord as salvation, just as our beloved 
brother Paul also wrote to you according to the wisdom given 
him.” (2 Peter 3:9, 15) When I first started going to church I 
was still smoking in the washroom of the church assuming no 
one knew, but they knew. If my pastor had walked up to me 
and told me off, I would have left church, I would have felt 
unwelcome and undeserving, but they were patient with me. 
God was patient with me Which led me to repentance and 
maturity. I also remember my pastor who used me to wash the 
single pair of sneakers that I owned, which I did not do. With 
much patience, one day she washed it for me and her powerful 
patience motivated me to wash my sneakers own sneakers 
then on. Being in a boarding school, I liked to hang out in 
church during the weekends, so I had a small little closet in the 
church to stash my clothes. I was not the best at doing laundry. 
Without even nagging at me, the church worker would do my 
laundry for me every week. I still remember all these people 
because of their patience with me. Patience is rewarding. God 
has a single goal for each of us. He loves us so much He wants 
to spend all eternity together with us. Therefore, He is patient; 
He withholds His wrath giving everyone time to repent. 
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Suffering and Faith
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The current worldwide Covid-19 pandemic has resulted in 
many suffering from health, economic and mental afflictions. 
As faithful Christians, we may wonder why these things are 
taking place. Believers often have a wrong picture; that suffering, 
affliction and persecution are destructive and have no benefit 
to our lives. But the Biblical teaching on suffering relates it to 
our faith. The Apostle Paul’s writings help us to understand the 
meaning and privilege of suffering. When he was going through 
persecution, he said, “For you have been given not only the 
privilege of trusting in Christ but also the privilege of suffering 
for him. We are in this struggle together. You have seen my 
struggle in the past, and you know that I am still in the midst 
of it”(Philippians 1:29-30, NLT). In exhorting the church at 
Thessalonica, Paul said, “We sent Timothy, who is our brother 
and minister of God and our fellow laborer in the gospel of Christ, 
to establish and comfort you with regard to your faith, so that no 
one would be shaken by these afflictions. For you know that we 
are appointed to this” (1 Thessalonians 3:2-3). Our faith in God 
comforts us and helps us to see purpose amidst suffering .

Faith puts us in a place where action is required. Using the 
example of Abraham who was a man of faith, James teaches us 
that our faith must be perfected. He said, “So faith by itself, if 
it has no works, is dead . Do you see how faith worked with his 
works, and by works faith was made perfect?” (James 2:17, 22). 
Paul said, “Our light affliction, which lasts for but a moment, 
works for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory” (2 
Corinthians 4:17). Satan, the tempter, desires to distract us from 
God’s purposes for our lives. He will test our faith through trials, 
persecutions and afflictions of all kinds. But Jesus said,“I have 
told you all this so that you may have peace in me. Here on earth 
you will have many trials and sorrows. But take heart, because 

I have overcome the world” (John 16:33, NLT). When we act 
in obedience to God’s leading, even if it causes us to suffer, our 
faith is strengthened and perfected.

The Old Testament Scriptures record the prophets of old 
speaking about the suffering of those who put their faith in 
God. Regarding the people of Israel, God said through the 
Prophet Isaiah, “See, I have refined you, but not with silver; 
I have chosen you in the furnace of affliction” (Isaiah 48:10). 
Concerning God’s covenant with King David, He said to the 
Prophet Nathan, “I will be a father to him, and he will be a son 
to Me. When he goes astray, I will correct him with the rod of 
men and afflicions of the sons of men” (2 Samuel 7:14). Moses 
also saw the value of suffering and faith. The Bible said,”By 
faith Moses, when he became of age, refused to be called the son 
of Pharaoh’s daughter, choosing rather to suffer affliction with 
the people of God than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a time” 
(Hebrews 11:24-25, MEV). King David personally testified, “It 
is good for me that I have been afflicted, that I might learn Your 
statutes. I know, O Lord, that Your judgments are right, and that 
You in faithfulness have afflicted me” (Psalm 119:71, 75). 

In the New Testament, Paul wrote to the Thessalonian 
Christians who were going through persecutions and testings 
of their faith. He was concerned that they could lose their faith 
amidst the suffering they faced. In 1 Thessalonians 3:1-10:

A. He desired to comfort them and see their faith strengthened. 
Paul said, “We sent Timothy, who is our brother and minister of 
God and our fellow laborer in the gospel of Christ, to establish 
and comfort you with regard to your faith” (v. 2).

B. He said he did not want their faith to be in vain because of 
the tempter. He said, “For this reason, when I could no longer 
endure it, I sent to inquire about your faith, lest by some means 

the tempter might have tempted you, and our labor might have 
been in vain” (v. 5).

C. He wanted to know the condition of their faith. Paul said, 
“But just now Timothy has come from you to us and brought 
us good news of your faith and love, and that you always have 
good memories of us, desiring greatly to see us, as we also 
desire to see you” (v. 6).

D. He was encouraged by their faith. He said, “Therefore, 
brothers, during all our afflictions and distress, we have been 
encouraged about you through your faith” (v. 7).

E. Above all, he wanted their faith to be perfected. Paul said, 
“night and day praying earnestly that we might see your face 
and might perfect that which is lacking in your faith” (v. 9). 

Upon receiving the positive reports from Timothy, Paul was 
delighted and encouraged to know of the Thessalonians’ strong 
faith in the midst of suffering. We too can walk in the blessing 
of having strong faith in the midst of our challenges today. Paul 
teaches us three lessons about having strong faith:

1. STRONG FAITH IS NOT SHAKEN
He said, We sent Timothy, who is our brother and minister of 

God and our fellow laborer in the gospel of Christ, to establish 
and comfort you with regard to your faith, so that no one 
would be shaken by these afflictions. For you know that we 
are appointed to this. Indeed, we told you before we were with 
you that we would suffer tribulation, just as it came to pass, as 
you well know” (1 Thessalonians 3:2-4). Strong faith does not 
succumb to lies, false perceptions or physical afflictions. Job’s 
faith was not shaken by his ill health. The Bible said,“His wife 
said to him, “Are you still maintaining your integrity? Curse 
God and die.” He said to her, “You talk like one of the foolish 
women talks. Will we indeed accept the good from God but 
not accept the adversity ?” In all this Job did not sin with his 
lips” (Job 2:9-10). On the other hand, Paul’s faith remained 
strong despite suffering from the thorn in his flesh. God said to 
him, “My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made 
perfect in weakness”. Therefore, he proclaimed, “I will boast 
in my weaknesses, that the power of Christ may rest upon me” 
(2 Corinthians 12:9). Strong faith is not shaken by external 
circumstances but believes and acts based on the Word of God. 

2.  STRONG FAITH PRODUCES EXCELLENT TESTIMONIES
Paul said to Timothy, “Fight the good fight of faith. Lay hold 

on eternal life, to which you are called and have professed a 
good profession before many witnesses” (1 Timothy 1:19). The 
Gospel of John also records the testimony of the Samaritan 
woman which led many to salvation. The Bible said,“The 
woman then left her water pot, went her way into the city, and 
said to the men, “Come, see a Man who told me all things that 
I ever did. Could this be the Christ? Many of the Samaritans 
of that city   believed in Him because of the word of the woman 
who testified, “He told me all that I ever did.” So when the 
Samaritans came to Him, they asked Him to remain with them. 
And He stayed there for two days. And many more believed 
because of His word. They said to the woman, “Now we 
believe, not because of what you said, for we have heard for 
ourselves and know that this Man is indeed the Christ, the Savior 
of the world” (John 4 :28-29, 39-42). We will have powerful 
testimonies of our faith to share when we allow our faith to be 
tested. 

3.  STRONG FAITH IS A GREAT ENCOURAGEMENT AND 
STIRS GREAT JOY

Paul said, “Therefore, brothers, during all our afflictions and 
distress, we have been encouraged about you through your faith. 
For now we live, if you stand strong in the Lord. For what thanks 
can we render to God for you, for all the joy with which we 
rejoice for your sakes before our God” (1 Thessalonians 3:7-9). 

The Covid-19 pandemic is a testing of our faith. May we have 
faith in Jesus Christ, believing that God will give us the victory 
over our physical challenges as we walk in simple obedience to 
Him. This will certainly produce encouraging testimonies that 
will lead others to experience the saving power of Jesus Christ 
as Saviour and Lord.
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The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, 
as some understand slowness. 

Instead he is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, 
but everyone to come to repentance.

2 Peter 3:9

Patience
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Bishop Robin Oliver is the founder of Interfellowship 
Global Mega Church, also trading as Interfellowship Global 
Ministries, based in Durban, South Africa. IGMC is a Bible 
based, Spirit-filled, relevant church that can train and equip 
people to be all that God has called them to be. 

THE RAPID GROWTH OF THE EARLY CHURCH!

From the day of Pentecost there came a dramatic change 
in the way people not only saw things but many of the Jews 
that normally flocked to the temple began to rather follow 
the apostles’ doctrine, breaking of bread, fellowship with one 
another and prayers.

There was an explosion of growth in the church with many 
accompanying signs and wonders whenever the apostles 
preached, especially Peter, who many regard as the main 
spokesman with John the divine. There was no turning back 
now and the bible says the number of disciples began to 
multiply every day. In fact, the bible tells us that the lord added 
to the church daily such as should be saved.

There was no doubt in the people’s minds that God was 
working through his son Jesus Christ and doing powerful 
miracles just as Jesus also had done while he was on earth 
physically. the persecution also became so intense that many of 
the disciples were scattered abroad to different cities, towns and 
countries, but still the church began to grow exponentially and 
churches were planted all over the different neighboring cities 
and countries wherever the apostles and disciples were. So the 
persecution, though severe resulted in tremendous growth for 
the church.

The early church was growing rapidly all over the place, and 

not just in small groups of people. Historians tell us that the 
church in Ephesus, which was already a thriving metropolis, 
grew to about a hundred thousand at one point in the life of the 
apostle Paul.

The church began to spread like wildfire in spite of fierce 
opposition from many government officials that aligned 
themselves with the Roman Empire at that time. In fact, right 
up to one hundred and eighty years A.D. Rome ruled a large 
part of the known world with an autocratic type of government 
and Christ’s followers were tortured and even put to death for 
their Christian faith.

But God kept working through the apostles and he performed 
many outstanding miracles, signs and wonders that confirmed 
his approval of what the church was doing. They became 
stronger and stronger with every passing day.

Of particular interest was that Paul and Barnabas became 
apostolic missionaries planting churches even in some remote 
parts of the Roman Empire. History tells us that the romans 
were good builders and so the many roads they had built also 
were useful when travelling from town to town and even to 
distant lands.

It is worth taking note that none of the apostles were highly 
educated. The bible teaches us that even though they were 
uneducated and unlearned academically - with the exception of 
Luke who was a gentile and the apostle Paul who also did not 
constitute one of the twelve apostles - their understanding of 
the truth of the scriptures was astonishing!

That’s why the Pharisees were baffled by Peter and John’s 
brilliant and accurate understanding and articulation of 
scriptures but took note that they had been with Jesus for three 
full years and they were not able to deny the reality of a notable 

miracle that had taken place before temple gate called beautiful. 
All the people saw it. The evidence was overwhelming.

Just like today, there is overwhelming evidence to back up 
that Jesus was and is God and it was God in Christ on the cross 
with Christ reconciling the world, which is us, who were in 
need of redemption from our sins to himself.

I am sure today most of us feel we can navigate our own 
lives and we don’t need God until we find ourselves in a 
situation that defies all human solutions! Then we pray to God 
and say “can you please get me out of this mess?” and God is 
so full of mercy that he still comes to our rescue even though 
when he takes us out of the problem, we go right back to living 
the way we please.

With the persecution that broke out against the Christian 
church in Jerusalem, believers were scattered throughout the 
different provinces in the Roman Empire that ruled most of 
the known world at that time and was also the dominant force 
on the European continent. But the church by this time had 
already established a number of local and provincial churches.

The church was growing rapidly because in the book of 
acts we see that the number of disciples and priests began to 
multiply. The bible goes on to tell us that they (the Christians or 
believers in Christ) went from house to house and they shared 
the meal (breaking of bread) with everyone present and they 
did it with gladness in their hearts and the lord added to the 
church daily such as should be saved.

Peter and John (acts 3:1, 2, 3) were on their way to pray at 
the temple. At the same time there was a man crippled from 
birth. Every day they carried him and sat him down at the 
temple gate called beautiful to beg and when he saw Peter and 
John about to enter the temple, he asked for a handout.

Peter and John looked at him straight in the eyes and said 
“look here” he looked up, expecting to get something from 
Peter and John, but Peter said I don’t have a nickel to my name 
but what I do have, I give you: in the name of Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth, walk!”

He grabbed him by the right hand and pulled him up. In an 
instant, his feet and ankles became firm. He jumped to his feet 
and walked. He went into the temple with them walking back 
and forth, dancing and praising God. Everybody there saw him 
walking around and praising God.

They recognized him as the one who sat begging at the 
temple’s gate and they rubbed their eyes, astonished, scarcely 

believing what they were seeing. The man threw his arms 
around Peter and John, ecstatic. All the people ran up to where 
they were at Solomon’s porch to see it for themselves.

When Peter saw he had a congregation, he addressed 
the people: ”Oh Israelites, why does this take you by such 
complete surprise, and why stare at us as if by our power 
or piety we made him walk? The God of our ancestors has 
glorified his son Jesus.

The very one that Pilate called innocent, you repudiated. You 
repudiated the holy one, the just one, and asked for a murderer 
in his place. You no sooner killed the author of life than God 
raised him from the dead—and we’re the witnesses.

it was faith in Jesus’ name that put this man, whose condition 
you know so well, on his feet—yes, faith and nothing but faith 
put this man healed and whole right before your eyes.” and 
now, friends, i know you had no idea what you were doing 
when you killed Jesus, and neither did your leaders.

But God, who through the preaching of all the prophets, had 
said all along that his messiah would be killed, knew exactly 
what you were doing and used it to fulfill his plans.

Notice that Peter said God knows everything before it even 
happens. He is omniscient, omnipresent and omnipotent. 
All knowing, all over at the same time and he, God, is all 
powerful! In Daniel 2:19-23, “blessed be the name of God 
forever and ever. God knows all things and does all things: He 
changes the seasons and he guides history, he raises up kings 
and also brings them down, he provides both intelligence and 
discernment, he opens up the depths, tells secrets, sees in the 
dark—light spills out of him! God of all my ancestors, all 
thanks! All praise! You made me wise and strong.

Interfellowship Global 
Ministries
Bishop Robin Oliver
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Kingdom Culture

“Culture is an umbrella term which encompasses the 
social behavior and norms found in human societies, as well 
as the knowledge, beliefs, arts, laws, customs, capabilities, 
and habits of the individuals in these groups.” —Wikipedia

Culture controls much of how we think and how we 
act—and we are often not even aware of it. Culture is the 
thing that connects us all—through our beliefs, our customs, 
our laws, our habits. Culture plays a role in the life of every 
person on the planet—every single day. Whether you know 
it or not, culture plays an important role in your life.

Most of us would probably be surprised to realize we like 
certain foods because of our culture. We date and marry (or 
not) because of our culture. We dress a particular way and 
seek certain careers based on our culture. In some cases, our 
culture causes us to win in life, and in others, it causes us to 
lose.

The one thing few people ever stop to consider is God’s 
culture—the culture that belongs to God’s Kingdom. 
Throughout the Scripture, you’ll see it called by different 
phrases: the Kingdom of God, the Kingdom of Heaven, the 
Kingdom of His Son, the Kingdom of light, or simply, the 
Kingdom. These names are all referring to the same thing. 

It’s the place where Jesus reigns. It’s where Jesus is King. 
It’s where people are surrendered to God and God is doing 
His work. As with everything else, there is a culture that 
comes with living in the Kingdom of Heaven. I like to call it 
Kingdom Culture.

Kingdom Culture - As Christians, we are all part of the 
Kingdom of God. It’s a spiritual kingdom, and if you are 
Christ’s, you belong. Unfortunately, not many know much 
about actually living in God’s Kingdom. We have never 
learned the culture of the Kingdom. God’s Kingdom is a 
unique place. It’s a spiritual place. A place with a culture all 
its own. 

If you’ve committed your life to Christ, you belong to the 
Kingdom of God. You are actually in the Kingdom right 
now! It is a kingdom of abundance and joy and love. It is 

a kingdom filled with the presence of God. Yes, you will 
live with Him forever in the Kingdom of Heaven once you 
leave this earth, but you can also live in His Kingdom right 
now—while living on Earth.

I’m convinced that most Christians live far below the 
benefits of the Kingdom.  Maybe you’ve prayed this verse 
from The Lord’s Prayer: “Your kingdom come. Your will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven” (Matthew 6:10). Jesus 
is telling us that God’s will should be done on Earth—
the same way His will is done in Heaven. Have you ever 
considered what the culture of His Kingdom—lived out on 
Earth—would look like in your life?

Any cultural norms that move us away from the ways of 
God will not raise our standard of living. It will diminish 
it. Is it possible to believe you are following the Lord when 

you are actually following the world? You cannot embrace 
a secular culture and believe in its systems while saying you 
want God’s ways. Don’t be lulled into becoming a part of 
the worldly culture—be fully invested in God’s Kingdom 
Culture. 

Christian Faith

Dr. Casey Treat
• USA
•  Senior Pastor, Christian Faith
•   Board of Directors,   
Church Growth International



Faith and Wait
Rom. 4:17~22

Things that God has promised certainly come to pass. God 
determines the times and ways for the promises to be fulfilled. 
Therefore, we must wait with faith until God’s promises are 
accomplished. What do we need to do to not be discouraged 
and wait in faith to the end? 

1. Look up to stars and pray
1)  In order for us to live by faith, we must look to how God’s 

word is fulfilled.
2)  When God was giving the land and descendants to Abraham, 

He told him to look north, south, east and west and to look 
at the stars in the sky. We must also look to how God’s 
promises are fulfilled.

 
2. Trust God’s omnipotence
1)  Abraham believed in God who gives life to the dead and 

calls things that are not as though they were.
2)  We must have absolute faith towards the word of God and 

His power. Jesus said, “If you can? Everything is possible 
for him who believes.” (Mk. 9:23) No matter what kind of 
situations we face, we must be determined to believe.

 
3. Confess with the words of mouth
1)  God created the heavens and the earth and all things with 

His word. With the word, Jesus drove out demons, made the 
cripple to get up, calmed the storms and brought the dead to 
life.

2)  If you are thinking positively and have dreams and faith by 
relying on the word of God and the cross of Jesus, you must 
declare that faith with your words of mouth. Then, the Holy 
Spirit will work

  
4. Wait for God’s response
1)  When it comes to God’s promises, there are the ones that 

come to pass immediately, and there are the ones where you 
need to wait for a long time.

2)  If we move forward with prayer while we wait for God’s 
answers, faith grows in our hearts. In God’s timing, He will 
work according to that faith

Conclusion
Until farmers bear fruit after sowing seeds, they go through 
troubles and need to wait. It is the same with our life of faith. 
Faith and patience are required until our prayers are answered. 
Therefore, even if our prayers are not answered immediately, 
we shouldn’t be discouraged or fall in despair. If we have a 
dream that God’s promise is fulfilled, believe in it and confess 
this with our mouths, God will bring it to pass at His designated 
time.
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As it is written: “I have made you a father of many nations.” 
He is our father in the sight of God, in whom he believed—
the God who gives life to the dead and calls into being things that were not.
Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed 
and so became the father of many nations, just as it had been said to him, 
“So shall your offspring be.” 
Without weakening in his faith, 
he faced the fact that his body was as good as dead—
since he was about a hundred years old—
and that Sarah’s womb was also dead. 
Yet he did not waver through unbelief 
regarding the promise of God, 
but was strengthened in his faith 
and gave glory to God, 
being fully persuaded that 
God had power to do what he had promised. 
This is why “it was credited to him as righteousness.”
Romans 4:17~22
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I would like to go further in the worship of Lord 
Jesus.

Pray for peace, unity, stability and God’s choice 
of leaders in the next Kenyan national election 
which will be on 9th August 2022.

1. Pray for our country to end up military coup.
2.  Pray for Land 60×40=2,400 Sq.Ft for Mission 

Centre in yangon this year.

Pray that Swedish immigration’s decision will 
go favorably for me and they will grant me my 
documents.

To sustain in ministry in the midst of COVID-19, 
protection from anti-gospel group and for 
health and resources.

Pray that God will provide food and supplies 
to support those at risk from diseases and 
Covid-19.

Pray for political stability, economic growth that 
will result in job creation and salvation of our 
leaders and people at large. Also pray for peace 
and unity in South Africa.

My family has been suffering from financial set 
back and nothing is improving, my father has 
been on a sick bed for more than 12 years.
Please remember my family in your prayers.

Please pray for us as a church to get a place 
of our own so we can start physical meetings 
again. We also need prayers for our ministry 
& church to grow and expand beyond our 
imagination.

Please pray for:
a)  The Lord to tear down the Occult of witchcraft 

and darkness in Manitou Springs, Colorado, 
USA.

b)  A church growth plan for a harvest of 10% 
((600,000) of the 6,000,000 population in the 
State of Colorado to receive salvation.

Zeeshan Waris |  UAE

Beatrice Gitonga |  Kenya

Van Nei Thang |  Myanmar

Ebirim Sorochi Loveday |  Sweden

Grace M. Chandran |  India

Elijah Funda Kplawore |  Liberia

Emmanuel Gunter |  South Africa

Chukwu Daniel Onuoha |  Nigeria

Charlie Avan |  UK

Monique Spalding |  USA

EVENT

The CGI Board Member’s Church

Event  New Year Twelve Basket Special Early 
Morning Prayer Meeting

Date January 3-15, 2022
Venue  Main Sanctuary,    

Yoido Full Gospel Church

Event  Lunar New Year Fasting Prayer Rally
Date January 29–February 5, 2022
Venue  Osanri Choi Jasil Memorial Fasting  

Prayer Mountain, Gyeoggido, Korea

Event  Special Early Morning Prayer for  
Church Committee

Date March 3–5, 2022
Venue  Main Sanctuary,    

Yoido Full Gospel Church

Yoido Full Gospel Church
Dr. Younghoon Lee | Republic of Korea 

Event 44th Church Anniversary
Date 25 February 2022
Venue   Bethel Church of Indonesia,  

Jakarta 14250, Indonesia

Event  Resumption of Physical Ministry Activities
Date February 13, 2022
Venue   Calvary Church, Malaysia

Bethel Church of Indonesia
Rev. Yohannes Nahuway | Indonesia

Calvary Church
Dr. Prince Guneratnam | Malaysia

Event Dream Conference
Date February 7-8-9, 2022
Venue  Dream City Church, Phoenix, AZ 85022
For more information 
https://dreamconference.net/

Dream City Church
Rev. Tommy Barnett | USA

Since the second wave of Covid-19, Calvary 
Temple has turned their Churches to Covid 
Care Centers providing Free Treatment, Free 
Food, Free Bed and Free medicines to help 
the poor and needy.

Calvary Temple
Dr. Satish Kumar | India

PRAYER REQUEST



Faithfulness
NEXT ISSUE

The Fruit of the Holy Spirit



36  Church Growth International Spring 2022  37  

Dr. Yonggi Cho
• Republic of Korea

• Founder, Yoido Full Gosple Church



CHURCH GROWTH INTERNATIONAL
www.cgikorea.kr


