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Church Growth International(CGI) is an international institute inaugurated in Nov.1976 by Dr. David Yonggi Cho.
The CGI has growing more and more with joining more pastors and leaders of Christian world from many 
nations. 
Especially the board members of CGI are well-known Christian leaders as a pastor or theologist or evangelist. 
They all agreed the purpose of CGI and willingly joined CGI for the sake of the Load. The purpose of CGI is to 
promote the growth of the churches all over the wolrd, making an example of successful pastors and churches 
based on the biblical principle.
The board of CGI consists of 63 pastors and doctors of church growth from more than 25 countries. CGI as a 
global international institute holds a world church growth conference and seminar annually, or once every two 
years in the major cities of the world. Every odd year the conference is held in Seoul Korea. To this day, it has 
hosted 600 seminars in 100 countries with 12,200,000 participants.
In addition, it publishes church growth related books in English. And English magazine “Church Growth 
International” published delivers to read to the 18,000 subscribers in 181 countries. In 2020 CGI starts to 
provide webzine for the members.

WINTER 2021 SPECIAL EDITION  3  

On the Passing of Dr. Cho

Our beloved spiritual father and the world’s greatest Christian leader, Dr. Yonggi Cho passed 
peacefully on September 14, 2021 and went home to be with the Lord.

As I write this letter, I am falling short of words to express my deep sorrow on the passing of Dr. Cho. 
I think of the time I spent serving with him, and I can only remember his consistent determination and 
burning passion, even through the challenges of these past few months.

For Dr. Cho, CGI was more than just an organization. I remember one time when I was at Dr. Cho’s 
office and he prayed over me, he told me that CGI is not simply an institution – it is his beloved friends 
who are growing together with him as family. A couple months ago, when each of you sent your greeting 
videos, Dr. Cho watched from the hospital bed and he cried with a huge smile. Dr. Cho dearly loved you 
all. He was very proud to call each of you as his friends, partners, and as his family. And I could see how 
happy he was whenever he spoke about you and your churches.

Although I am in grief, it still brings me great joy to witness how his legacy lives on through each 
of you who together, have become the global Christian leaders responsible for empowering and 
encouraging churches and Christians all over the world to keep dreaming and striving for church growth 
and the expansion of Christ’s kingdom.  

I am sitting in front of his office now, just thinking of the enormity of the footprint he leaves. I don’t 
know what to do but I do know that “He who began a good work in us will carry it on to completion 
until the day of Christ Jesus.”

I miss him greatly. I know millions will.
Please pray for his family and for Yoido Full Gospel Church.
In Christ.  

September 14, 2021

Rev. Dr. Ildoo Kwon
Church Growth International

Director

CHIEF EDITOR’S MESSAGE
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“Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his 
faithful servants.” (Psalm 116:15)

On September 14, 7:13 am, Dr. Yonggi Cho passed and 
went to be with the Lord. He was 85 years old.

Though we are in deep sorrow over his passing, 
we also praise God for the glorious life of a truly 
remarkable servant of God, who has become the face 
of the Pentecostal movement and has led the revival of 
the Korean Church and global Christianity through the 
empowering of the Holy Spirit.

For more than six decades, my mentor Dr. Cho 
preached Hope through the Cross of Jesus Christ in front 
of hundreds of millions of people across the globe in 
Europe, Asia, North and South America, Australia, and 
Africa. His message was always simple and practical. And 
it was able to transform sick, poor, despondent people 
who flocked to the church to be healed and filled with a 
burning passion, hopes and dreams, and an unshakable 
faith in the Lord Jesus who still heals and performs 
miracles today. His message of Hope has been formulated 
into the doctrines of the Five-fold Gospel, Three-fold 
Blessing, and Fourth-Dimensional Spirituality which he 

wrote as books that have continued to inspire countless 
people. 

Together with Rev. Ja-sil Choi (who passed on 
November 1989), Dr. Cho founded a tent church in 
Bulgwang-dong. Since then, God used Dr. Cho to not 
only establish the world’s largest church, but to also plant 
hope in a devasted nation, and to challenge the world-
wide church to expand God’s Kingdom and pursue church 
growth. In a patriarchal society, Dr. Cho boldly advocated 
for the strong role that women can and must play in the 
church by empowering them to be cell group leaders, 
evangelists, and prayer warriors in the church. As the 
church grew exponentially, Dr. Cho pioneered the satellite 
church. The cell group system and satellite ministry of 
Yoido Full Gospel Church became the backbone of the 
ministry and has served as a template and model for the 
fastest growing churches nationally and internationally. 

Dr. Cho believed in the necessity of spreading the 
gospel beyond the church context into society and 
founded the Kookmin Daily Newspaper, which became 
the voice of Christianity to the Korean society; the 
Elim Social Welfare Center; and Good People, a non-
governmental organization to promote human and 

Remembering the Life of 
Dr. Yonggi Cho

environmental rights in Korea and abroad. And through 
every national crisis, the church has gathered in the largest 
stadiums to pray for the nation.

Dr. Cho served as the Chairman of the Assemblies of 
God of Korea from 1966 to 1978 as well as the Chairman 
of the World Assemblies of God Fellowship from 1992 
to 2000. His influence and reach extended beyond 
the denomination and even reached the public sector 
where national leaders from not only South Korea but 
all over the world sought out his ministry. In 1976, Dr. 
Cho founded Church Growth International, partnering 
with leaders of the largest Churches and Christian 
Organizations across the world. And after 50 years of 
serving as the Senior Pastor, Dr. Cho became the Emeritus 
Pastor in 2008, after which he continued to preach weekly 
until his hospitalization in 2020. 

Today, Dr. Cho’s legacy lives on through the countless 
lives of pastors and members that have been transformed 
through his ministry and international crusades. Through 
the CGI network, millions have gathered to carry the 
same heart and passion as Dr. Cho for church growth 
and the spread of the gospel. His death may have closed 
the final chapter of his journey, but his life has opened a 
brand-new era for the global Church of Christ to grow.

I first encountered Dr. Cho when my grandfather made 
the decision to take our family to Full Gospel Church in 
1964. My grandfather, a deeply rooted Presbyterian, told 
our family “The young pastor’s message is spirit-filled 
and powerful” and we attended there ever since. It was 
an amazing sight to behold – watching the congregation 
grow and multiply week after week. It was the work of 
our Lord who was adding to the numbers daily to those 
who were being saved.

Following in his footsteps, since 2008, I have had the 
tremendous privilege of continuing this ministry of hope 
by providing aid and support to the most vulnerable 
and needy members of society and sharing Christ’s love 

with them. God has blessed Yoido Full Gospel Church 
immensely in its efforts for church growth through the 
sending of more than 700 missionaries overseas and the 
planting of more than 530 local churches. Despite the 
challenges, the church of Christ continues to grow! In 
addition, God has blessed us with several more overseas 
networks of the largest churches including the Asia 
Leaders’ Summit and Osanri Christian Conference in 
Korea. We can only continue to thank and praise God for 
the great works that the Holy Spirit is doing among us to 
this day.

As I reflect on the impact of Dr. Cho’s ministry, I praise 
God for the honor of serving beside him to the end and 
of continuing his ministry. With the tragic spread of the 
coronavirus and the dire situation that many people have 
fallen into, I believe that the message of hope that God 
preached through Dr. Cho is needed now more than ever.

As we lay to rest God’s great servant, Dr. Cho, I would 
greatly appreciate your prayers for Dr. Cho’s family and 
our church. And as we honor Dr. Cho, who served the 
Lord, loved God’s people, and influenced millions, we 
pray that the work Christ began through Dr. Cho might 
grow stronger and only continue to expand all over the 
world in the days to come.

Sincerely,
September 18, 2021

DR. YOUNGHOON LEE’S TRIBUTE

Dr. Younghoon Lee
•  Republic of Korea
•  Senior Pastor   
Yoido Full Gospel Church
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Gratitude for Condolences
Dr. Cho’s Family Representative

To all the CGI Members who loved my father, the late Rev. Yonggi Cho, 

On behalf of my family and myself, I would like to thank you.

I especially want to thank each of you who sent a condolence video or email. Your 

prayers and condolences truly encouraged us as we passed through these difficult 

times.

My father, who never stopped preaching the gospel to his very last breath, lived 

a life in which he gave everything he had to accomplish God’s mission for Church 

Growth. And God greatly blessed his ministry in Korea and overseas. But God also 

blessed my father through partnerships with other like-minded leaders and produced 

the fruit of his ministry, which is CGI.

To my father, CGI was more than just ministry. CGI was his family. And I know 

that he was immensely encouraged through your partnership and was very proud of 

each of you.

Having faithfully lived out a lifetime of carrying out the Lord’s mission over his 

life, my father now rests in the arms of the Lord. One day, we too will join him in 

glory.

As we look forward to the heavenly celebration that awaits us, I hope that we may 

continue the legacy that my father started in CGI. I pray that God would continue 

to bless the work of CGI and that the Holy Spirit would continue to expand this 

ministry.

I have no doubt that that is what my father would have hoped for.

Once again, I thank everybody for your condolences, and I earnestly pray that the 

Lord’s peace and comfort would be upon every one of you.

I sincerely thank you.

October 14, 2021

Mr. Samuel Minje Cho
•  Chairman    
The Kukmin Daily

Rev. Yonggi Cho’s family photo
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The great evangelist
A Pastor of Hope
Rev. Yonggi Cho
His life and ministry

The eternal servant of the Lord, 
Rev. Yonggi Cho

Pastor Yonggi Cho and Pastor Ja-sil Choi graduated from the fourth cycle 
at the Full Gospel Theological Seminary on March 15, 1958.

Pastor Yonggi Cho was the eldest of nine children born to Elder Doocheon Cho and Mrs. Bok Soon Kim.

In the days of the Tent Church in Daejo-dong, 
an oxygen tank was used instead of 
a church bell to announce the start of 
worship services

Pastor Yonggi Cho takes a photo with church members in front of the tent church in Daejo-dong.
(Pastor Yonggi pictured back row, fourth from the left)

Pastor Yonggi Cho preaching passionately 
during the establishment of the tent church

Brothers and Sisters,
Always Think Positively
Carry Hope-filled Dreams
Be filled with Love and Faith
And Declare Creative Words
Emeritus Pastor, Rev. Yonggi Cho
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On March 1, 1965, Pastor Yonggi Cho and Sunghae Kim said their vows 
and were happily wed.

On November 1961, construction of the Full Gospel Revival Center in Seodaemun was completed. 
Missionary John Hurston (pictured front row, right) and Missionary Margaret Carlow (pictured front row, left) partnered with Pastor Yonggi Cho for two years.

Pastor Yonggi Cho was ordained by the Assemblies of God of Korea 
on April 26, 1962. 
Pastor Yonggi Cho takes a photo with church members after the ceremony.

Rev. Yonggi Cho preaches at the Easter Service held in April 1967 
at Central Hall Westminster, England. Each of the National Representatives 
of the World Assemblies of God were in attendance that day.Pastor Yonggi Cho prays while burning objects used to summon spirits and perform witchcraft. The church members burn all their idols and praise God.



The third Far East Conference of the Assemblies of God was held 
in Seoul on July 7, 1969. 
Representatives from 13 countries, including Dr. T. F. Zimmerman, 
General Superintendent of the General Council of the Assemblies of God,
were at the conference.

April 5, 1969 was a historic day marking the start of construction on the world’s largest dome-style sanctuary. 
Rev. Yonggi Cho shovels dirt during the groundbreaking ceremony after the service.

November 4, 1979, Rev. Yonggi Cho takes a picture with church members 
to celebrate reaching a membership of 100,000.

A glimpse of church members worshiping in the Full Gospel Central Church Sanctuary 
(presently, Yoido Full Gospel Church) in the 1970’s. 
Overcoming many trials and sufferings, Rev. Yonggi Cho successfully relocated 
the church to the empty island of Yoido, fifteen years since the church’s establishment.
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Rev. Yonggi Cho always depended fully on the Holy Spirit 
and was filled with charisma whenever he preached the words given to him 
by the Holy Spirit.
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September 23, 1973, Rev. Yonggi Cho and Rev. 
Ja-sil Choi take a picture with guests following the Dedication Service 
of the Yoido Sanctuary.

Rev. Yonggi Cho praying at the Billy Graham Crusade held at Yoido Square from May 30 to June 3, 1973.

February, 1981, Rev. Yonggi Cho and Sunghae Kim are delighted as 
they shovel dirt in the groundbreaking ceremony for the construction 
of the Osanri Prayer Mountain, Main Sanctuary.

Posters posted all throughout the city announced 
Rev. Yonggi Cho as the main speaker at the Seoul Evangelism Crusade 
to be held in Jangchung stadium on June 23, 1975.

Rev. Yonggi Cho preaches at a Presbyterian Revival Crusade held in Taiwan in 1981. 
Many people, including a cancer patient, were miraculously healed that day.

December 12, 1978, Rev. Yonggi Cho 
preaches the gospel in the predominantly 
Buddhist nation of Thailand at the 
150th Anniversary Crusade of Christian 
Evangelism in Thailand.
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April 15-20, 1980, Rev. Yonggi Cho leads a revival rally at Dr. Charles Blair’s 
church in Denver, Colorado, with 8,000 people in attendance.

Rev. Yonggi Cho preaches before a multitude at the Mission Rally for the 100th Year Anniversary Celebrating Korean Christianity held at Yoido Square 
from August 15 to 19, 1984.

Rev. Yonggi Cho preaches at a revival rally jointly hosted 
by the National Religious Broadcasters and National Association 
of Evangelicals on January 25, 1981. 

Rev. Yonggi Cho has a conversation with President Ferdinand Marcos, 
during his crusade in Manila, Philippines in 1982.

December 1980, Rev. Yonggi Cho delivers the good news 
of Christmas in front of the giant Christmas tree he built in Aegibong.
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Rev. Yonggi Cho preaches at a crusade held in the Hague, 
Netherlands, in March 1983.

Rev. Yonggi Cho attends the American Pastors’ Church Growth Conference 
held in Washington on May 26, 1984. 
In attendance were prominent pastors like Rev. Robert Schuller and Rev. 
Richard Halverson, garnering the attention of the media.

The Second Japanese Mission Rally was held on October 16, 1984, 
in the Nippon Budokan stadium which accommodates 15,000 people.

October 1981, Rev. Yonggi Cho preaches at the Paris Crusade 
which had 40,000 participants.

June 16 to 18, 1992, 
Rev. Yonggi Cho was invited to preach at the 
Moscow Crusade. 
More than 40,000 people attended the rally
and 15,000 people gave their lives to Christ. 
On the 16th and 17th, the crusade was held
in the Kremlin Palace and on the last day, 
the meeting was held in a park in front of the 
Kremlin Palace.

In March 1987, Rev. Yonggi Cho preaches as the main speaker 
at the largest protestant crusade ever held in Argentina, 
with more than 60,000 participants. 
After the crusade, Rev. Yonggi Cho has a conversation 
with President Raul Alfonsin.

WINTER 2021 SPECIAL EDITION  23  



24  Church Growth International WINTER 2021 SPECIAL EDITION  25  

In 1992, Rev. Yonggi Cho was invited as the main speaker 
of the Guatemala Crusade. President Jorge Antonio Serrano Elías declared 
this period to be a National Day of Prayer and invited Rev. 
Yonggi Cho to the presidential palace for a special dinner.

The South America Crusade held from September 25 to 28, 1997, at the Sao Paulo Airfield was the largest protestant crusade ever held in Brazil.

1992, Rev. Yonggi Cho and Rev. Robert Schuller wave and greet church 
members at the Prayer Rally for Evangelism and the Reunification of 
South and North Korea.

2002, Rev. Yonggi Cho signs a monument during the groundbreaking service of the new sanctuary of Mawar Saron Church in Indonesia.
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November 28, 2012, Rev. Yonggi Cho preached as the main speaker of the Festival of Peace in Hyderabad, India where more than 1,000,000 people gathered 
from all over India to hear his preaching. This Festival was the largest protestant gathering ever held in Hyderabad. 
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Rev. Yonggi Cho, 
the Great Star in the Global Church, 
has gone to be with the Lord.



My name is Don Argue. My wife and I extend our warmest condolences to the family and the great church 
there in Seoul Korea. Dr. Cho had such a powerful impact on our lives. First time I met him was in Northern 
California. The church at that time was running about 2,000 in attendance, now the largest church in the 
world. You know that was a long time ago. There’s so many things I can tell about him and his impact on my 
life and ministry but he was a man of great faith. 

I was the President of North Central University of Minneapolis. We built a new building but we didn’t have 
the funds to put up 4 stories, we put up 2. But  in the elevator we had four buttons so you could go to floor 1 
and 2. That’s as far as it went. But by faith we had floor 3 and 4 and I got in that elevator with Pastor Cho one 
day and I said you see Pastor Cho we’re pregnant with faith. He looked and said what do you mean? I said 
there are two stories that are going to be built but we’re not ready for it, he laughed he thought that was 
great.

His impact was so powerful on that school and I had the privilege of serving as president for a decade. we 
were awarded the fastest growing College of our time in the country. We quadrupled in enrollment to the 
glory of God and a lot of that was the inspiration of Dr. Cho he inspired me with Romans 4:17. But God, who 
quickeneth the dead, and calleth those things which be not as though they were. That’s what our believing 
was and we saw those things were always to come about in God’s Providence we realized. God bless you 
everyone.

Dr. Argue, Don 
Former President of North Central University | USA

Tribute Messages 
from CGI Board Members
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45 years ago as a young pastor trying to build a church for the glory of God, I was invited to Los Angeles 
to listen to the great Dr. Cho and it changed my life forever. Soon I learned that the greatest church in the 
history of the world was being built on prayer.

We went home and build a prayer Chapel on the side of a mountain behind our church and by the way 
although Dr. Cho has gone to be with the Lord he really is not dead because there are little Dr. Chos all 
over the world building prayer mountains, building chapels, teaching prayer for the glory of God. It is said of 
David when he died that he served his generation in the will of God and then he fell asleep. That’s what Dr. 
Cho did. He literally built a great generation of followers and God used him as no other man and then he fell 
asleep. 

God bless you church. We love you dearly. May God be with you in this hour

Rev. Barnett, Tommy 
Former Senior Pastor of Phoenix First Assembly | USA

Hello, this is Pastor Richard Bernal from Jubilee Christian Center in California.
And Carla and I, my wife and I, we are heartbroken with the news of our pastor, our dear friend, our 

leader, maybe the greatest man I have ever met. It was 1986 when I first met Dr. Cho through hallelujah 
mama. He took me and Dr. Paul Kim under his wing and discipled us for all these many years. I have nothing 
but warm and fond memories of his counseling, his friendship. God allowed me to travel the world with him 
and be his preaching assistant for many many many years. We’ve had huge crusades in India and Africa and 
other places in this world. I miss my pastor.

But I believe I am a better man, a better minister, a better human being because God allowed me and our 
family and our church to get to know the one and only, the great Pastor, Dr. Cho.

Rev. Bernal, Richard 
Founder of Jubilee Christian Center | USA

CONDOLENCE
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I thank God for Dr. Cho’s generous heart. He never kept anything just for himself, but rather he set out 
to share it all with the body of Christ. Knowing that the Lord had given him the key for multiplication of the 
church, he was generous and made it available to all those who longed to grow and multiply.

When I think of Dr. Cho, I think of a person who always reflected the character, power, and authority 
of Christ. Even though I feel very sad about his earth departure, yet, I feel very grateful to God for the 
opportunity to have been exposed to the anointing of conquest that God placed on him.

From Colombia, I send my most sincere condolences to Dr. Cho’s family. And to all the members of the 
Yoido Full Gospel Church. I know that everything that Dr. Cho sowed will bear fruit in abundance and will 
last through the generations.

Dr. Castellanos, Cesar 
Senior Pastor of Misoin Carismatica INTL | Colombia

I just heard of the promotion to his heavenly reward, for Dr. Paul Yonggi Cho.
I can’t say it in one minute, but I want you to know he was one of the greatest men I ever knew here on 

earth. A man of faith, a man who stirred my heart to serve God better. I spoke in his church several times 
and always was inspired by the worship, by the openness of worship there, and what Dr. Cho did in Korea 
and around the world.

I pray that the memory of his messages and his influence will carry on in the years to come.

Dr. Bueno, John 
Former President of Global University | USA

I’m Alex Clattenburg, pastor of Church In The Son, here in the United States, in the state of Florida. And I 
want to give our condolences to the family of Dr. Cho, to all of you, the leaders, pastors, Pastor Lee of Yoido 
Full Gospel Church. We want you to know that here, we are praying for you, we love you.

Dr. Cho has been my pastor. He has affected my life. He has taught me more about faith and how to be a 
man of prayer. Our church has been affected by your congregation and I want you to know we love you very 
much and our prayers will be with all of you as we celebrate the life of Reverend Dr. Cho.

God bless you.

Rev. Clattenburg, Alex  
Senior Pastor of Church In The Son | USA

Welcome Home Dr. Cho. 
What a reception for one of the great servant of the Lord! 
Today you are to join your brethren and beloved colleagues, Luther and Calvin, Robertson, Graham, and 

Osborn.
Now you will encounter your master and you will hear his words well done, good and faithful servant.
We are experiencing mixed feelings. On one side, we feel your absence and hurt, on the other side, we 

rejoice for you have fought the good fight, you have finished the race, you have kept the faith and now the 
King of Kings will put on your head the crown of righteousness.

We will always love you. Dr. Cho and Sister Grace.

Dr. Caballeros, Harold 
Senior Pastor of Ministerios el Sahddai | Guatemala
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My name is Dr. Andrew Evans and I’ve been a member of Dr Cho’s board since 1977.
My love and care go to the family at this sad time. However, we’re incredibly grateful for the impact he 

made in Australia and changed the nation from being one of the small movements to a second largest 
church in the nation.

May God bless you and thank you for sending Dr. Cho to the world.

Dr. Evans, Andrew  
Former Senior Pastor of Influencers Church Global | Australia

To Dr Cho’s Family and all the Members of the Yoido Full Gospel Church.
We are praying for you at this time.
Please accept our condolences at the passing of your wonderful leader, Dr Yonggi Cho.
He will be missed by all, but has left a wonderful heritage in all of you, and many of us around the world, 

with his teaching of faith in our Lord Jesus Christ.
His legacy will go on.
Much love and comfort from us all, here at Victory Life Church in Perth, Western Australia.
God bless.

Dr. Court, Margaret 
Senior Pastor of Victory Life Centre | Australia

Hello I am Ken Eldred, an elder at Yoido Full Gospel Church 순복음 [sunbokeum]. I am also a member of 
the Board of Directors of Church Growth International and Dr. Yonggi Cho ministries.

It has been my pleasure and my joy to have served Dr. Cho for over 20 years in very many different ways. 
We are all going to miss him. He had such an impact on my life and in my family’s life. There is just such a 
profound change that he made, I don’t have the time to tell you of all the wonderful things he’s done in my 
life.

But we’re going to miss him. Our pain is heaven’s gain and we look forward to joining him one day there. 
But in the meantime, we pray for God’s comfort to be on you, on his family, on the whole church and we ask 
this all in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Thank you. Amen.

Dr. Eldred, Ken 
Chairman of Living Stones Foundation CT | USA

Greetings from Paris, France.
Dr. Cho was a prophet and the teacher to the whole world and me personally.
He encouraged and comforted us and me personally.
He gave me personally some words that deeply influenced my ministry.
Dr. Cho, our teacher to all the world.
The whole world has been praying for him especially during his time in the hospital.
I loved Dr. Cho. We love him. And we love you, Yoido Full Gospel Church. 
Be blessed in the name of Jesus. Amen.

Rev. Forschle, Francois  
Senior Pastor of Evidence Centre Evangelique International | France
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I and my wife, her royal highness, princess Lindiwe, our church family including the entire body of Christ 
in the kingdom of Swaziland are deeply saddened to hear about the passing on of a great general, humble 
and selfless leader in the Kingdom of God, Dr. Cho.

Being mentored by Dr. Cho has greatly impacted my ministry and grow my influence in our nation. Dr. 
Cho was a true father to me. Through the teachings of Dr. Cho, we have been able to empower other church 
leaders in our nation through the teachings of Church growth and soul winning.

I know heaven is rejoicing but here on earth, we shall miss our fellowship with Dr. Cho. My sincere 
condolences therefore go to Dr. Cho’s family, Dr. Lee, the Senior Pastor of Yoido Full Gospel Church, and the 
entire Yoido Full Gospel Church.

2 Corinthians 1:3-4a, the Bible says, “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father 
of mercies and the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our afflictions.” You are in our prayers during 
this difficult time. God bless you.

Rev. Kasaro, Robert  
Founder of Jesus Calls Worship Centre | Eswatini(Swaziland)

Dr. Petrina Guneratnam and I, would like to express our deepest and heartfelt condolence to Dr. Cho’s 
family. We are really going to miss him.

Dr. Cho has been a close friend and a ministry partner for many years in doing Church Growth 
International. I was one of the first, earliest members of CGI. I do really appreciate Dr. Cho’s years of 
experience of ministry. And he has been a source of inspiration and a challenge to the ministry I am in today. 
I thank God for him and pray that all will go well in the preparation of his graduation, departing to be with 
the Lord.

God bless you all in your preparation!
And may His rich anointing be upon the funeral service.
Thank you and God bless you!

Dr. Guneratnam, Prince & Petrina 
Senior Pastor of Calvary Church | Malaysia

It was a privilege to know Dr. Cho all those many years. I understand he’s gone to be in the presence of 
God now.

We had the privilege of knowing him first in Australia, bringing him to Australia and then being invited to 
his CGI Church Growth International board. We served with him on that board for many years and preached 
with him in the stadium and his church. And it’s an honor to have known him. But saddened that he has 
gone, although, we shall see him again. And may the Lord bless all those who have known him, who’ve been 
inspired by him, because he was a great inspiration to many people. Amen.

Dr. Klimionok, Reginald    
Founder of Klimionok Ministries INTL | Australia

It is with great sadness that I acknowledge the passing away of Dr. David Yonggi Cho.
My name is Dag Heward Mills, I am based in Accra, Ghana. I’ve been a member of the Church Growth 

International for almost 30 years. I have been associated with Dr. Yonggi Cho for all this while and I consider 
Dr. David Yonggi Cho to be a father to me. Even though I have been far away in Africa, he has been a 
fathering influence over my ministry and over most of the things that I have done in the ministry for the past 
30 years.

I want to thank God for his life, thank you Dr. Cho for playing golf with me, for teaching me many things 
directly and indirectly. And thank you for the great blessing of church growth that you have been to me and 
to the whole world. It’s been a great blessing, knowing Dr. David Yonggi Cho.

Dr. Heward-Mills, Dag   
Founder of Lighthouse Chapel International | Ghana
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It is with a heavy heart, that Glad Tidings Assembly of God and I would like to extend our deepest 
condolence to Dr. Cho’s family and the great family of Yoido Full Gospel Church, on the demise of our 
beloved Dr. Yonggi Cho.

His life and ministry has impacted and blessed many many churches in Malaysia since the 1970s. We will 
miss him greatly. But his legacy lives on. A legacy of prayer, faith, dreams and visions, and the Holy Spirit.

Our prayers are with you all during these difficult times. Shalom and Maranatha!

Dr. Leoh, Vincent   
Senior Pastor of Glad Tidings Assembly of God | Malaysia

Against a backdrop of suffering and pain, he showed us how revival and church growth looked like. And 
also taught us on things like home cell groups, prayer intercession, visions and dreams, and the importance 
of depending on the Holy Spirit to live a victorious life.

Most of all, Dr. Cho taught me the need for radical decisions and willing surrender. He is a true hero of 
faith, of whom the world is unworthy. I have learned so much from Dr. Cho: love, forgiveness, brokenness, 
humility, mountain-moving faith, and obedience to God.

My wife and I are heartbroken over his passing. But we rejoice that he is now in the loving presence of his 
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
아버지[Aboji], I miss you so much.

Dr. Kong, Hee 
Founder of City Harvest Church | Singapore

I want to offer my condolences in regard to the passing of our dear friend, Dr. Yonggi Cho. I am sad, but at 
the same time, I rejoice that he is now with the Lord in heaven.

Ever since I met Dr. Cho in Melbourne Australia, in the mid-1970’s he’s been an inspiration to me. A man 
of great vision. A man of extraordinary faith. A man of deep prayer. A man with a world-wide impact. And yet 
a man with a humble heart. He ranks alongside people like Billy Graham, as one of the greatest Christian 
leaders of this generation. 

I thank the Lord for our friend Dr. Cho, and his life-changing ministry. We honor him today, we love him, 
and we cherish every memory of him.

To God be the glory, Amen.

Rev. Langstaff, Alan   
Chairman of Kairos Ministries INC | USA

Dear friends I am Joakin Lundqvist, CGI Board Member and Pastor at Water life church in Sweden. And I 
want to give voice to thousands and thousands of leaders throughout the world in honoring the legacy of an 
amazing man, leader, pastor, father, and friend of us all, Dr. Yonggi Cho. And it’s an amazing legacy that we 
honor today. One that has reminded the world about the power of prayer, faith, and dreams and visions. 

Today, I share in your grief, but I also rejoice with you at the beautiful, wonderful promises of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. That he who believes in me, though he might die, yet shall live forever.

God bless you all.

Rev. Lundqvist, Joakim     
Senior Pastor of Word of Life Church | Sweden
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Pastor David Mohan from India.
With a heavy heart I bring this condolence messages to you. We have lost a great visionary leader, a man 

who walked with God, he was a blessing to all nations.
I joined with his church growth international board in the year 1997, he became a great friend of mine. In 

the year 2016 he came to our church for celebrating 100 years of Assemblies of God in India. He was a great 
blessing to all of us. 

God is going to raise thousands of Dr. Cho-like people in the coming days, we are going to experience a 
great revival. I bless your church so much. You are going to see a great move of God again. Thank you.

Rev. Mohan, David    
Senoir Pastor of New Life Assembly of God | India

Aloha, I am Dr. Marocco from Hawaii. I have had the privilege of being on the Church Growth board since 
1984. It’s been one of the greatest honors afforded me in my life. To experience what God’s doing right here 
in Korea, yes, to minister to people from all over the world, and yes, to have fellowship with all of the other 
the board members, but most of all to be with Dr. Cho. To be mentored by him and to see firsthand what God 
can do through someone who truly believes in God and believes that God can work through them.

Dr. Cho stretched my faith and because of that thousands of people are being ministered to through my 
church. I thank God for Dr. Cho and for the legacies he left us all of prayer, and faith, and church growth. 
My church and I will be praying for you, Dr. Cho’s family, and for you, Dr. Lee and the entire congregation of 
the Yoido Full Gospel Church. But most of all we will be praying that the revival fueled by Dr. Cho and his 
ministry will impact all of Korea and beyond.

May God bless you.

Dr. Marocco, James  
Senior Pastor of King’s Cathedral & Chapels | USA

As all of us were, I was shocked and saddened when I heard that Dr Cho went to be with the Lord. It is not 
that I did not expect it but it was hard to believe and accept when the news first came.

Dr. Cho was one of the greatest Christian statesman of all time. His greatness was in his absolute trust 
in God and other dependents on his word. Dr. Cho not only preached the word of God around the world but 
lived it in such a demonstrable and exemplary way. His greatness was in his humility and simplicity which 
has left an indelible Mark in many of our lives. His greatness was in his great vision but making that Vision 
simple, accessible and contagious to humanity at large. 

If I can simply put it Dr. Cho was a remarkable man who lived a remarkable life and left a remarkable 
Legacy. May the Lord help us to be faithful with this remarkable Legacy he left behind. Amen.

Dr. Mengistu, Betta    
Chairman of Beza International Ministries | Ethiopia My Deepest condolences to Yoido Full Gospel Church and its branches on the demise of the great man of 

God Dr. David Yonggi Cho. 
He’s not only a spiritual father to your church but he is also spiritual father, a role model to the churches 

across the world. We are being so blessed by reading his books but how much more do you have been 
blessed by having him as your spiritual father. He fought the good fight, he kept the faith, he finish this race, 
He’s set an example on how to serve God and how to live for God. 

I know we all miss him but I do know we all will see him again in heaven. Rejoice and be comforted by the 
presence of the Holy Spirit. Once again my deep condolences from my family and from Calvary Temple, India

Dr. Pakanati, Satish Kumar      
Senior Pastor of Calvary Temple | India
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Greetings from C3 Church Global.
I’m Phil Pringle the senior minister of C3 and we wish to convey our deepest sympathies, our deepest 

condolences to the church, Yoido Full Gospel Church, to the CGI family and to the family and friends of 
our daily beloved Dr. Cho. We love him with all of our heart. Salute him as one of the mightiest figures in 
Christian history. We are glorifying God and thanking God today for a life that was lived for him. Dr. Cho was 
a mentor and spiritual father to myself and my wife and we can only feel great sadness at his loss but great 
joy knowing the Gates of Heaven are wide open and he is hearing the words well done my good and faithful 
servant. 

Dr. Pringle, Phil    
Senior Pastor of C3 Church | Australia

This is Dr. Abraham all the way from India. It’s one of the saddest days of my life to hear about the passing 
away of the modern day apostle, the pastor of the largest church of the world, a very very close friend of 
mine, Dr. Yonggi Cho. A man of God who was changing the history of the church for the last seven decades, 
has been a blessing for thousands and thousands of pastors and leaders like me. Their lives have been 
touched and transformed by this amazing man of God.

We really miss him, really miss his wife who passed away just a couple of months ago. We know they are 
in heaven rejoicing in God’s presence, having a wonderful time of sharing with each other the great things 
that they were able accomplish together. But for us, such a big loss, a loss for the church in the whole world. 

But our prayers are with the family, their children and the church which is grieving of his passing away. 
We love you, we pray with you, we stand with you. May the Lord bless everyone of us, help us continue the 
baton that Dr. Cho has handed over to us.

God bless you.

Dr. Ranjit, Abraham      
Senior Pastor of  New India Church of God | India

Rev. Dr. Cho, was a Man of great generosity, love and faith, with a Christian brilliant caracter! I learnned 
many lessons with him and his humbleness were something absolutely great and powerfull. I would say,  
that he never gave up on me and I never gave up on him! WE WERE GOOD FRIENDS: he and his wife, and 
me and my wife! Our friendship were strong and real, bornned under the action of the Holly Spirit.

As you know, I live in Brasil, the other side of the world, but I never accepted obstacles doing my best, 
inspite the great material limitations, to stay with him. Any trip to Korea, for me, were a miracle and now, 
when I am 78 years old, I don’t know what God has for us without him.

My prayers are: may God give to all and each members of CGI Board of Directors, wisdom, capacity and 
power from the Holy Spirit to lead this wonderful organization towards bigger horizons of faith and victories. 
I’m always here with open heart to do my best for the Kingdom of God, and for our beloved Savior Jesus. If I 
can be a bless for the Kingdom, just call my name and I’ll be in the front line of the battle!

HE IS IN THRONE AND REIGNS!

Rev. Pinto, Luiz Carlos    
Pastor & Professor | Brazil

Hi everyone, I am Richard Roberts.
A general of the faith has gone home to be with the Lord. My good friend and brother in the Lord, Dr. David 

Yonggi Cho, has passed from this life into the waiting arms of His Savior, Christ Jesus. This great man of 
God, who took us all into the Fourth Dimension, who along with his dear wife, founded the largest church in 
the world in Seoul, Korea, some 800,000 members, and taught pastors everywhere of the secrets of building 
ministries and churches, is resting now in the beautiful city of God.

Dr. Cho considered my dad, Oral Roberts, to be one of his mentors. And oh, how my dad loved him. And 
it’s been my honor for a number of years now to serve on his board, as a director of the church growth 
international. My daughter Jordan has served on his second-generation board. So, he and his ministry has 
impacted three generations of the Roberts’ family. 

My prayers are with his children today, and all of those of you who are part of the Yoido Full Gospel 
Church.

God is with you, in Jesus’ mighty name.

Dr. Roberts, Richard       
Chairman of Oral Roberts Evangelistic Association | USA
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It was a wonderful grace of God that I had been accompanying Dr. Cho for the world mission trip for the 
last 38 years. During this COVID19 pandemic I could not visit Korea to see Dr. Cho because of no entry visa 
issued. Hearing Dr. Cho’s home-going, my sadness cannot be expressed. A little comforting thing was to talk 
with him and pray together through video call every weekend for one year and two months.

Last year May, he said that he would not even remember my face (i do not understand what this means 
and why he would say this). Just one day before he fell he expressed his wish to see me, but I did not 
answer right away that I also wish to see him and I am so remorseful in my life about it. All I can do now is 
that I will do my best to carry out the work he had entrusted to me. I believe that it is the only way to return 
his favors.

Dear Dr. Cho, I really thank you so very much. I pray that you are to have a peaceful rest in heaven.

Rev. Shigemasa, Shigaki     
Senior Pastor of Full Gospel Tokyo Church | Japan

It is a big loss for the Christian people around the world the departure of a leader as relevant, passionate 
and committed to the work of the Lord as Rev. Dr. Yonggi Cho was, however, we know that he now stands 
before the presence of our good God and his legacy and testimony will continue to be through the times of 
inspiration for the new generations that today arise to continue preaching about the gospel. 

From Colombia and as a member of the Church Growth International board, but more importantly as a 
friend of Rev. Dr. Yonggi Cho, I extend my solidarity to you in these difficult times, expressing that you can 
count on my prayers, those of my family and those of my congregation asking the Lord for consolation and 
peace for you, your family and the Yoido Full Gospel Church.

I will be attentive as always in what can be of use to you.

Apostol Rodriguez, Jhon Milton      
Senator of the Republic of Colombia | Colombia

On behalf of my wife, the entire church, Grace Bible Church here in South Africa, I would like to express 
words of condolences to Dr. Cho’s children, family, and Dr. Lee, the Senior Pastor of the church, together 
with the entire family of Yoido Full Gospel Church. We are very sad at the passing of this giant of faith, Dr. 
Cho, but at the same time we do fondly remember the ministry that he’s had, the impact that his life has had, 
having visited Korea several times and being at the CGI conferences has truly impacted one’s life as we’ve 
listened to the teachings of Dr. Cho, saw how he modeled his life to the glory of God, going to the prayer 
mountain and seeing what’s happening there, and going to the stadium and seeing thousands of people 
coming there for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Certainly, our ministries and our lives are not the same anymore. We are learning to believe God more, 
to trust God for more, and to give our whole hearts to the service of God, which is what Dr. Cho did joyfully. 
We know that he is in the presence of the Lord, for to be absent from the body is to be present with the Lord. 
And so, we pray that God would comfort you all, knowing full well that Dr. Cho is fully in the hands of Jesus 
Christ.

Rev. Sono, Mosa        
Founder of Grace Bible Church Soweto | South Africa

Hello. I’m Pastor Bob Rodgers from the United States of America. I want to give my condolences to the 
great people of South Korea to the Full Gospel Church. 

Dr. Cho asked me to come to the United States and organize Church growth International of the Americas 
and to impart the annoying that was of prayer and fasting and church growth that is there in Korea here in 
the Americas and we’ve done that we now have over 3,000 pastors that have been ordained. 

I want to thank Dr. Cho. He’s been like a second father to me and will be greatly greatly missed. Our 
prayers are his anointing and his mantle of church growth will fall on thousands and tens of thousands of 
pastors around the world.

Dr. Rodgers, Bob     
Senior Pastor of Evangel World Prayer Center | USA
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This is Bishop Robert Stearns. On behalf of the Tabernacle, Bishop Tommy Reid, and our entire faith 
family, we extend our love, our prayers, our condolences, and our support to Dr. Cho’s family and to all of the 
Yoido Full Gospel Church family, as well as the CGI family worldwide.

When I was present for the board meeting for CGI in October of 2019, my heart was overwhelmed by the 
incredible vision and leadership that Dr. Cho has given to our world in this generation. He truly was the 
greatest leader of the Church in our generation. He changed not only the face of Asia, but the face of the 
planet. The revelation that he had on faith and on prayer! Our lives will never be the same again.

As a board member of CGI, we commit to carrying on his legacy. To carrying on the vision and the strength 
and the values that God has put into the heart of our spiritual father. We honor you, we pray for you, we 
stand with you, and we support this vision into the next generation in honor of Dr. Cho.

Bishop Stearns, Robert       
Senior Pastor of The Tabernacle | USA

Here at ICA Hong kong, we have been praying for you and with you, Dr. Lee Younghoon and Yoido Full 
Gospel Church. We are all saddened by the loss of a spiritual father and friend, Dr. Cho Yonggi.

The very first time when I met him in person, it was over breakfast. I showed up early, and to my surprise, 
he beat me, he was even earlier. That speaks a lot. He was a man that is humble and faithful. I have always 
enjoyed his ministry and listening to his teachings and his sermons.

Finally, Dr. Cho, his very prayer to be with Jesus, his Lord and Savior, has been answered. And he is 
enjoying his time in the presence of our heavenly Father. We continue to grieve and mourn, but his legacy 
lives on.

He will always be remembered. God bless you.

Dr. Teo, Edmound         
Senior Pastor of ICA International Church | Hong Kong

May I please share with the Cho family and the entire congregation of Yoido Full Gospel Church and 
Pastor Lee our sincere condolences as the Sumrall family and our entire congregation of the Cathedral of 
Praise.

Maybe one of the most difficult things of this entire pandemic is that we cannot attend the funeral of a 
man who has been our spiritual father for a generation. A man whose integrity, a man whose humility and 
a man whose vision has inspired us for a generation. As young men we came along and looked up at Dr. 
Cho and somehow Dr. Cho believed in us and spoke to us and created vision within us. And I would share 
this with the congregation of Yoido Full Gospel. Hebrews chapter 13 verse 7, “Remember your leaders, who 
spoke the word of God to you. Consider the outcome of their way of life and imitate their faith.”

Dr. Cho has laid out an example for us all. Yoido Full Gospel Church, may you take the legacy of faith that 
Dr. Cho has imparted to you over a generation and do greater things of Jesus tarries than has ever been 
done before

Dr. Sumrall, David      
Senior Pastor of Cathedral of Praise | Philippines

Dear Brothers and Sisters, Church members, and family,
The news that Dr. David Yonggi Cho went to be with the Lord made me cry. He reached his journey with 

dignity and when looking at his death you can truly say that this is the man whose end is a great example to 
be followed.

I had a great privilege to know Dr. Cho in person. Though I saw him only once, he has always been there 
for me in difficult times. I weep because an anointed man was taken from earth. His ministry and he remains 
an example and blessing for sincere believers. He left a great legacy and I strongly believe that through him, 
thousands of more anointed servants will appear in the ministry all over the world.

Dr. Yonggi Cho, thank you for life on this earth. Now you are with whom you loved and honored and to 
whom you have committed your whole life. You are with Jesus Christ now, thank you.

Bishop Tyshchenko, Andrii        
Senior Pastor of New Generation Church | Ukraine
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Hi Everybody, this is Dr. Theo and Dr. Bev.
One of the great generals of all history, Dr. Cho, has passed into the heavens and is now with the Lord. 

He has been used by God to change Christianity worldwide and prepare the church for these end times. He 
brought revival to the church and strengthened the church, preparing us for the days ahead.

We are very grateful for all that he has done for us and imparted to us. We salute you Dr. Cho. Thank you 
for your contribution to Christianity. God richly bless you. And our condolences and our love to all the family 
that are left behind. And so from Christian Family International, we send our love and condolences to our 
church family over there and of course to Dr. Cho’s family.

The legacy he has left, a legacy of prayer and a relationship with the precious Holy Spirit, we will endeavor 
to carry on that legacy. We love you and God bless.

Dr. Wolmarans, Theo         
Founder of Christian Family Church International | South Africa

Today we celebrate the life of Dr. David Yonggi Cho, Emeritus senior pastor of Yoido Full Gospel Church 
and chairman of CGI. Our prayers are with each one of the family members. May the Holy Spirit comfort you 
in your grief. Our prayers are with Dr. Younghoon Lee and his family, the elders of Yoido Full Gospel Church 
and all the dear members. 

I’ve known Pastor Cho for many years. 22 years ago, he invited me onto the CGI board of directors where 
are served until he’s graduation. I thank God for his life and example. You know Pastor Cho was a trusted 
friend. He told me how to dream big, how to persevere through great adversity, preach easy-to-understand 
messages and that the impossible is possible. You know he accomplished things which most people only 
dream of. He taught me how to have visions and dreams and to trust God until they become a reality. 

By his encouragement and constant council, I was able to see the planting of over a hundred thousand 
churches on six continents over these years. I have seen churches pioneered and grown into the thousands 
in over 17 nations. Dr. Cho’s example, words of counsel and prayers will always stay with me. I salute you 
my pastor until we meet again, Shalom.

Dr. Vorster, Hendrik      
Founder of Cornerstone Ministries International | Australia

Dear friend, 
I pray that you may enjoy good health 

and that all may go well with you, 
even as your soul is getting along well. 

3 John 1:2
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Tribute Messages 
from All Over the World

CONDOLENCE

Rev. Yonggi Cho, a great pillar of the Korean church, has left 
us and gone to a better place.  

Rev. Cho’s message that “We can live a better life” was a 
great source of comfort to those who left their hometowns to 
make a living during some of the most difficult times in Korea. 
The seeds of hope and confidence that he planted in the hearts 
of people became the foundation for the development of the 
Korean economy. This same faith is what made the growth of 
Yoido Full Gospel Church possible.

Rev. Cho also pioneered efforts to help the needy, by 
carrying out various social welfare projects such as providing 
support for the operation of children with heart disease, caring 
for orphans, and conducting international relief projects. I send 
my heartfelt condolences to the Korean church that is grieving 
over the passing of Rev. Cho. I pray that Rev. Cho will rest in 
peace.

Moon Jae-in 
President of the Republic of Korea

Mr. Del Corso, Christopher 
Charge d’Affaires ad interim  
at U.S. Embassy Seoul | USA

Rev. Dr. King, Bernice A. 
CEO of the King Center | USA
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Hello! My name is Barry Black.
I am the 62nd Chaplain of the United States Senate.
I want to express my sincere condolences to the South Korean people and to Believers all over the world 

as we mourn the death of Dr. David Yonggi Cho. He brought hope to the Korean people after the Korean war. 
Dr. Cho was salt and light. But finally, Pastor David Cho also brought an exemplary humility. I thank God for 
the great life of Pastor David Yonggi Cho. Like the Apostle Paul in 2 Timothy 4:6-8, he could say, “The time of 
my death has come. I have fought the good fight. I have finished my course. I have kept the faith. Henceforth, 
Hallelujah! Henceforth, there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness which the Lord, the righteous judge, 
shall give me at that day. And not to me only but to all those who love His appearing.”

I look forward to fellowshipping with Pastor Cho in heaven. Gam-Sa-Hap-Ni-Da! [감사합니다. Thank You!]

Rev. Black, Barry  
Chaplain of the United States Senat | USA

I am Edmund Chan from Singapore, and I bring you deep condolences from the Global Alliance of 
Intentional Disciple Making Churches. We join with many to grieve at the sad news of the passing of Dr. Cho. 
There are many things we can say about his amazing ministry, but 3 things stand out for me. 

The first, Dr. Cho was a mighty man of faith. I remember him saying to us, “I pray for God’s help, to help 
me build the biggest church in the world.” It was not by might, it was not by power, it was by the Spirit of the 
living God. What an inspiration. Second, Dr. Cho was a mighty man of prayer. Prayer movements and the 
prayer mountains of Korea are legendary. And he played a huge part in that. The third, he exemplified for the 
global church, the power of cell groups. Of cell mobilization in evangelization and missions. So please accept 
our sincere condolences.

We witness the passing of one of the most impactful leaders in church history.

Rev. Chan, Edmund   
Founder of Global Alliance IDMC | Singapore

You know Dr. Cho’s life, his ministry, his prayer life has been a catalyst for thousands of churches and 
ministers, craving revival, going to the next level of their spiritual formation.

Just earlier today, I was glancing through his “Prayer: key to revival” book that I keep next to my desk 
and inspired by it as I read the pages of a true intercessor who had a heart to see revival spread across 
the earth. Certainly, heaven has gained a giant, they have gained an intercessor. Their gain is our loss. But 
we are comforted to know that we will be reunited with Dr. Cho and many of our loved ones, in heaven 
someday.

So to the church, to the family, please know that we are carrying you in our hearts and in our prayers, as 
you’re grieving the loss of our precious friend, Dr. Cho.

Rev. Clay, Doug    
General Superintendent of Assemblies of God USA | USA

The news about the passing of late Rev. Dr. Yonggi Cho has shocked and saddened us all at Global 
Christian Forum. We join with you in prayer that the ministry of the Holy Spirit be a comforting presence to 
the grieving family, as well as to all those at your church and many around the world, who have loved Dr. 
Cho and his ministry that spanned over last 6o years. 

When Korea as a nation was going through the critical times of rebuilding out of the ashes of Korean war, 
and the 36-year suppression of Japanese occupation prior to that, Dr. Cho’s message of hope and ministry 
of healing had affected so many in the nation lifting their spirit and, eventually, helping revive the nation 
as a whole. Moving beyond the nation, Dr. Cho’s global ministry of evangelism has had a similar, indelible 
impact to so many around the world that needed and hungered for the gospel light to shine and allow the 
Holy Spirit to revive their hearts and lives. As Psalmist David reminds us, “Precious in the sight of the Lord 
is the death of His saints” (Ps. 116:15). As we join with you and your church family in grieving the passing of 
late Rev. Dr. Yonggi Cho, we also celebrate on this occasion of his homegoing acknowledging that he leaves 
behind a tremendous legacy, and testimony of a faithful servant, for us to follow.

On behalf of your brothers and sisters in Christ at Global Christian Forum, we extend our deepest 
condolences to you and the members of your church congregation and will be in prayer with you in the 
coming days.

Rev. Dr. Essaumuah, Casely 
Secretary of Global Christian Forum | Ghana
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On behalf of the Former Members of Congress Association, here in the United States, I offer our deepest 
sympathy over the passing of Dr. Yonggi Cho.

Pastor Cho exemplified this message every day of his life. His story is an inspiration. He came from 
humble beginnings, he worked hard in school to develop a trade. He learned from those who were put in his 
path. And most importantly, he followed a calling to serve others. 

I had the great honor to join your church for a wonderful and memorable service six weeks ago when I 
was part of a Former Members of Congress delegation to Korean. And I remember you sharing with us the 
poignant message that your church has embraced and that captures so well the mission and vision for Yoido 
Full Gospel Church.

My fellow former members of congress and I in the United States share your grief and offer our sincerest 
condolences to all of you. And to Dr. Younghoon Lee who will carry on the important work begun by Dr. Cho 
so many years ago.

Hon. Gordon, Bart   
Former Members of Congress Association | USA

I am Ps. Obaja Tanto Setiawan from Solo, Indonesia. I am deeply saddened by the passing of DR. David 
Yonggi Cho. For since I started my ministry, I kept visiting Korea to learn from him directly and from his 
books and audio cassettes.

My spiritual and ministry life have been greatly blessed by his ministry. I know he has blessed many 
pastors and churches all around the world. He has become a great role model for us. I believe God has 
given him the crown of righteousness. My prayer is God will always anoint Dr. Lee Young Hoon who will 
continue the ministry.

May the anointing and blessings of God be poured abundantly upon his life.
God bless you!

Rev. Setiawan, Obaja Tanto   
Senior Pastor of GBI Keluarga Allah | Indonesia

On behalf of the Thailand Assemblies of God, we would like to extend our deepest condolences to the 
family of Rev. Dr. David Yonggi Cho, to Yoido Full Gospel Church, and to the World Assemblies of God as 
together we mourn our loss, and also honor Dr. Cho’s life. His life and teachings has provided inspiration 
and guidance for millions of people around the world, myself included.

I was honored to have ministered with him as his translator when he came to Thailand several times. And 
to experience firsthand the powerful anointing that flows through him as he shared God’s word.

He was truly a hero of faith and has left for each of us a legacy to follow his example as he followed Christ. 
May his life inspire us to carry forward that legacy as we work together in building the church in every place 
where God has called us to serve. God bless you. 

Dr. Wichitnantana, Anuparp   
General Superintendent, Thailand Assemblies of God | Thailand

Greetings from Malaysia.
Dr. David Cho was legendary as a Christian evangelist, one of the most inspiring and forward-looking 

leaders in the world. Dr. Cho visited Full Gospel Tabernacle Malaysia in 2015. Many today still boast of 
his personal prayer over their lives. We remain amazed at his humility, unassuming demeanor and how 
approachable he was when he visited us. Dr. Cho led the largest church in the world with simple faith, he 
didn’t preach to impress but to express, to make known the heart of God. He taught with clarity, simplicity, 
authenticity and authority. Besides his unwavering faith and persevering prayer, he will always be 
remembered as a man who knew how to move under the anointing of the Holy Spirit. Indeed a man who did 
great exploits for God. Because of Dr. Cho, Yoido has a rich history. This is an indelible part of his legacy.

It is said that those who forget history will forfeit their destiny. So may Yoido Full Gospel Church not only 
always remember the man but honor his legacy. Today we say to a great servant of the Lord and to our 
friend, “Farewell for now. Till we meet again in eternity.”

God bless us all.

Rev. Eu, Hong Seng    
Senior Pastor of Full Gospel Tabernacle | Malaysia
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I am Dr. Billy Wilson, President of Oral Roberts University, and on behalf of the Pentecostal World 
Fellowship, spirit-empowered leaders from around the world, and our university. I want to extend my 
sincerest sympathies and prayers for Dr. Cho’s family, for the Yoido Church, and for the CGI network around 
the world. 

Dr. Cho was a world changer. His life impacted millions of people and it impacted me. I am so grateful for 
this man that proved to all of us what can happen when one man decides to pray and obey. The world was 
changed and we give God glory.

We celebrate the life of Dr. Cho today. He had an honorary doctorate from ORU, so we are very proud of 
him. And we are praying for you as you go into the future. You know, Dr. Cho’s death in many ways reminds 
us of a changing of the garb. A new generation is coming on. And God is going to use them as well to pray, 
obey, and change the world.

God bless you guys today. And God bless you Dr. Lee and everyone at Yoido. We love you very much and 
we are praying for you during this time of loss.

Dr. Wilson, William   
President of Oral Roberts University | USA

The half of the world Assemblies of God Fellowship which I serve as chairman, I want to express to all 
of you today gathered for the memorial service for Dr. Yonggi Cho the heartfelt love, deep appreciation and 
respect of the entire worldwide Assemblies of God for Dr. Cho and the incredible contribution he made to 
the world Assemblies of God.

The half of the world Assemblies of God Fellowship which I serve as chairman, I want to express to all 
of you today gathered for the memorial service for Dr. Yonggi Cho the heartfelt love, deep appreciation and 
respect of the entire worldwide Assemblies of God for Dr. Cho and the incredible contribution he made to 
the world Assemblies of God.

It was in the early 1990s and late 1980s that he and dr. Philip Hogan formed the world Assemblies of God 
fellowship and launched a decade of harvest which since has produced literally tens and tens of thousands 
of churches.

His legacy, his contribution is absolutely incalculable and on behalf of 164 member bodies of the world 
Assemblies of God Fellowship I say thank you and God’s rich blessing upon you as a family and upon you 
who are gathered for this very precious moment of recognizing the choice servant of the Lord Dr. yonggi 
Cho.

Dr. Wood, George O.   
Chairman of the World Assemblies of God Fellowship | USA

Dr. Lee, Yoido Church, I send you my greetings and my prayer, during this time for the homegoing of Rev. 
Dr. Cho Yonggi.

Dr. Cho is a man who is highly respected in the Christian arena, particularly among us who are 
Pentecostals and Charismatic.

A great man of faith, a man of inspiration, a man who is gentle yet strong in leadership. He has impacted 
literally millions of Christians around the world. And today we join with Yoido Church in this time as we 
honor Dr. Cho’s homegoing to be with the Lord Jesus Christ, and at the same time to continue to pray for 
Yoido church and for you, Dr. Lee as Yoido Church continues to live out the legacy of Dr. Cho. 

Our prayers are with you guys from Singapore, from Asia Pacific, and from the World Assemblies of God.

Rev. Yeo, Dominic   
Asia Pacific Assemblies of God Chairman | Singapore
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“Dear friend, I pray that you may enjoy good health and that all 
may go well with you, even as your soul is getting along well.” (3 
John 1:2)

This was the passage most loved by the late Dr. Yonggi 
Cho, who passed away on September 14, 2021. He meditated 
on this verse every day of his life. It is the basis of one of Dr. 
Yonggi Cho’s core doctrines, “The Threefold Blessing.” In an 
interview with The Kukmin Daily, he explained the essence of 
“The Threefold Blessing” as, “A Believer who puts his faith in 
Jesus Christ will experience his soul getting along well, all things 
working together for good, and good health through freedom from 
sicknesses.”

The keywords that capture Dr. Cho’s life and ministry are 
“hope” and “positivity.” He believed that if you relied on God and 
positively confessed “I can do it, it can be done, so let’s do it,” 
then all things would be possible.

An Encounter with God at the point of death
Dr. Cho was born on February 14, 1936, in Ulju-gun, 

Gyeongsangnam-do, Korea, as the eldest son among the five sons 
and four daughters born to Doocheon Cho. He graduated from 
Donglae Middle School in Busan with excellent grades, but his 
father lost in the National Assembly Elections and as his family’s 
financial condition became difficult, Dr. Cho decided he would try 
to become an engineer, entering the Busan Technical High School. 
His life completely changed, however, when he was diagnosed 
with stage 3 pulmonary tuberculosis in his junior year and was 
given just six months to live. In an interview with The Kukmin 

Daily, he said, “Born in a Buddhist family, when I was diagnosed 
with pulmonary tuberculosis at the age of 17, I thought to myself, ‘I 
will live if I am destined to live, but if not, I will die.’” At a point 
when he had accepted his death as fate, a Bible given to him by 
his older sister’s friend became his encounter with Jesus.

While fighting tuberculosis, Dr. Cho coincidentally attended a 
revival service held in a tent church near Busan Station and met 
Missionary Kenneth Tize. Afterwards, he interpreted for him and 
became an avid reader of many Christian books. However, he still 
did not have a clear conviction of his faith. Then one night while 
fasting and praying, he met Jesus in a vision. And as Jesus asked 
him, “Will you be My servant if I heal you of tuberculosis?”, 
he clung tightly to Jesus’ leg. Dr. Cho was completely healed of 
Tuberculosis, and he resolved to become a servant of the Lord. 

The Daejo-dong Tent Church
In September 1956, Dr. Cho moved to Seoul and entered the 

Full Gospel Theological Seminary which was affiliated with 
the Assemblies of God of Korea. There, he met Rev. Ja-sil Choi 
(1915-1989), his ministry partner and “mother in the faith.” Rev. 
Choi had nursed him all through the night once when he was 
suffering terribly from tuberculosis. They went on evangelism 
together – Dr. Cho as the student council president, and Rev. Choi 
as the student evangelism team chief.

In March 1958, after graduating from the Seminary, Dr. Cho 
preached for the church planting service at Rev. Choi’s house 
in Daejo-dong, Seodaemun-gu, Seoul on May 18 of that year. 
Originally, five people were supposed to attend the service, but 
they did not show up, so only Rev. Choi and her three children 

were there.
At Rev. Choi’s request to “help her grow the church to 30 

members,” Dr. Cho postponed his plans to study in the United 
States. The church began to grow. When the number of members 
reached about 50, they set up a tent in the yard and held their 
worship services while sitting on straw bags. Whenever he 
preached, he delivered a message of hope, saying, “You can 
do it, let’s do it.” When a paralyzed woman was healed and a 
crippled boy miraculously got up and walked, many people came 
flocking to the tent church. The Tent Church, which started with 
5 members, had grown to over 300 members within less than 3 
years.

The Seodaemun period
Dr. Cho suddenly received an enlistment notice and joined 

the military in January of 1961. However, he underwent major 
surgery for intestinal disease and was discharged from the military 
service after 8 months. Upon Dr. Cho’s return, Rev. John Hurston, 
a missionary from the Assemblies of God (USA) Asia Pacific 
Missions, suggested that they partner in ministry. While hesitating, 
Dr. Cho heard a voice saying, “You will soon build the largest 
church in Korea.” The largest church in Korea at the time was 
Youngnak Church, pastored by Rev. Kyung-chik Han, with 6,000 
members.

In November 1961, a new church sanctuary seating 1,500 was 
completed at Chungjeong-ro 1-ga, Seodaemun-gu. On February 
18 of the following year, a dedication service was held, and the 
sanctuary was named “The Full Gospel Central Revival Hall.” 
And in April of that year, Pastor Yonggi Cho was ordained by the 
Assemblies of God of Korea. The following month, the name of 
the sanctuary was changed to Full Gospel Central Church. Every 
week, 20-30 new members were added to the church, and in 1964, 
just three years after moving to Seodaemun, the membership 
reached 3,000. Starting from May 17, 1964, when the building 
could no longer accommodate all the members in one service, the 
worship service was divided into two services (one at 10 am and 
the other at 12 pm).

However, Dr. Cho’s health began to deteriorate. He frequently 
collapsed during the services. Dr. Cho confesses that this was the 
moment when he realized that he could not handle the ministry 
alone. While meditating on the Bible, he came across Exodus 
18:18 where Moses appointed captains of thousands, of hundreds, 

and of fifties to delegate his duties, and Acts 2:46-47, where the 
secret of church revival lay in small group services, and he applied 
these principles to his ministry. He created a parish cell system by 
dividing Seoul into 20 regions and appointed female deaconesses 
as cell leaders. This is how the “Cell System” which became the 
key to Yoido Full Gospel Church’s growth began.

The Yoido Period
After moving to Yoido, the church grew exponentially. The 

church grew to 100,000 members in 1979 and 200,000 members 
in 1981. The church was renamed to “Yoido Full Gospel Church” 
and reached 400,000 members in 1984, 500,000 members in 
1989, and 700,000 members in 1993, becoming the world’s 
largest church according to the Guinness Book of Records.

After the 1980’s, Dr. Cho started focusing more on overseas 
missions. During the ‘Moscow Great Rally’, held for three days 
in Moscow, Russia in 1992, he encountered great success where 
40,000 people attended and 15,000 people gave their lives to 
Christ. He also became actively involved in social relief efforts. 
He established the Elim Social Welfare Town for underprivileged 
youth and the elderly, and the Good People NGO to aid in the 
development of underprivileged regions, the eradication of 
poverty, and the carrying out of campaigns to protect children. 
In 2007, he started the construction of the Yonggi Cho Cardiac 
Hospital in Pyongyang to help North Koreans. And in 2008, he 
established the Love and Happiness Sharing Foundation (now 
Youngsan Choyonggi Charity Foundation).

The Democratic Transition of Church Leadership
In May 2008, Dr. Cho transferred the title of Senior Pastor to 

Rev. Younghoon Lee, his “spiritual son,” through a democratic 
process of three rounds of voting. It was refreshing to see this 
break in trend in a time when megachurches were being criticized 
for passing on power to one’s children. Even after retiring, Dr. 
Cho always woke up at 2 or 3 in the morning to read the Bible and 
meditate on every day. He also continued to preach at the 1 pm 
worship service every Sunday.

From The Kukmin Daily

A ‘Servant of God’ called to lowly places… 
to see Hope blossom in times of Despair
[The Passing of Dr. Yonggi Cho] His 65 Years of Ministry and a Life used by God

ARTICLE





The Good, 
Really Good God

Romans 8:31-39

Except in very rare cases, we all trust our parents. We 
believe in their love for us and we know that because they 
are so good, they always try their best to do good things 
for us. In 1958 when I first began to pastor in a small 
village in Daejodong, I had trouble. Because of hunger and 
uneasiness about the future, I was very distressed mentally 
and physically. At that time, I didn’t understand enough 
about God. Because I thought that He was so stern and 
would always rebuke and judge me, I had no liveliness or 
joy in my life. 

However, He helped me realize that He was love, and 
He was so good that He wanted to make everything good 
for me. Furthermore, I was deeply moved by John 10:10, 
“The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have 
come that they may have life, and have it to the full.” 
That told me that I should distinguish between the thief 
and God, for the thief and God were totally different. This 
Word strongly impressed me. It also says in 3 John 1:2, 
“Dear friend, I pray that you may enjoy good health and 
that all may go well with you, even as your soul is getting 
along well.” At that time I thought that God saved only 
our souls but not the world. However, through this Word 
I realized that He wished that our souls, our lives, and our 
health would go well with us, and He wished to save us 
in every aspect of our lives. The Word touched my heart 
strongly, and I was given a new image of God in my heart. 
That is, “Oh! God is so good!” I began to overflow with 
joy, confidence, courage, and hope in my heart. Since then, 
I have overcome every circumstance positively, believing 
that God is so good. 

1. Why Is God Good?

First, why do we think that God is so good? Because 
He paid for our sins and justified us forever. Sin and 
iniquities must be punished. The judgment for sin is death. 
It is not just imprisonment for ten years or for the whole 

life. In order to pay for our sins we must die: physically 
and spiritually. Therefore, we can’t destroy our sins by 
ourselves. The sinner who violates God’s law must die and 
has no way of avoiding judgment. For the sinner, there is 
only the punishment of hell. Ezekiel 18:4 says, “The soul 
who sins is the one who will die.” Since Jesus came in the 
flesh and paid the price for sin by dying on the Cross and 
being buried, we are so thankful to Him. How marvelous 
it is that Jesus was willing to come to die in our stead. 
Many people ask me a question, doubting God’s love. “Is 
God really alive? Does He really love me? If He loves me, 
why do I face these trials and troubles?” It is not necessary 
to answer each of them. I always say, “Look to the Cross. 
Look to Jesus, whose body was broken and who shed His 
blood, hanging on the Cross. Do you think that because 
He had no power and authority, He was hanging on the 
cross? Do you think that He, who made Heaven and Earth 
and everything in it, was powerless? If He had asked, 
twelve legions of angels would have come, destroyed the 
enemies, and taken Him off the cross. He could come 
down from the Cross but didn’t. Why? Because He gave 
up His life as a sacrifice to save us. If we look to Him, 
we cannot doubt His love for us. If we look to the Cross, 
our doubt will disappear and we’ll be able to overcome 
the devil’s accusation. It says in 1 John 4:9, “This is how 
God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only 
Son into the world that we might live through him.” God 
sent His only Son to save us. God is so good that He did a 
good thing. The bad devil can’t do good and the good God 
can’t do bad. As the bad devil doesn’t give us good things, 
so the good God doesn’t give us bad things. God demands 
nothing from us and saves us only through our faith. We 
are forgiven, saved, and justified only by faith.  If we are 
saved by good work, who will be saved? If we are saved 
by our penance, how much penance should we do to be 
saved? We are saved not by work nor by penance, but only 
by faith. Regardless of sex, status, knowledge, wealth, and 
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SERMON

31  What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us, who can be 

against us? 

32  He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, 

along with him, graciously give us all things? 

33 Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies. 

34  Who then is the one who condemns? No one. Christ Jesus who died—more than that, 

who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us. 

35  Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution 

or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 

36  As it is written: “For your sake we face death all day long; we are considered as sheep 

to be slaughtered.”

37  No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 

38  For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the 

present nor the future, nor any powers, 

39  neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us 

from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.



race, we are saved only by faith. How tremendous it is 
that we are saved by the grace of God through faith! We 
receive His free grace only with faith. 

It says in Ephesians 2:8-9, “For it is by grace you have 
been saved, through faith--and this not from yourselves, it 
is the gift of God - not by works, so that no one can boast.” 
We received salvation not from ourselves, nor through 
works, but God gave it as a gift. That’s why God is so 
good. 

Moreover, God is so good that He set us free from the 
bondage of the devil.  If the one, who set us free from 
slavery, comes, how thankful we are to him! We were 
far from God as slaves to the devil because of Adam’s 
original sin and our own sin, and we suffered in the world 
as captives of physical pleasure. This is the past life that 
our ancestors lived, and even now we are shackled by the 
devil as the captives of physical lust, the desires of eyes, 
and the pride of life. Who can unshackle us from these 
sins of the devil? 

It says in 1 John 2:16, “For everything in the world-
-the cravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes and the 
boasting of what he has and does-- comes not from the 
Father but from the world.” However, through His blood 
on the Cross, Jesus paid for all of the original sin and the 
willful sin, unshackled us from the devil, and disarmed 
him and his armies. The authority of Jesus’ blood on 
the Cross is so great! He eliminated the original sin that 
Adam and Eve committed and all the numberless sins 
that we committed and we will do until we die. When the 
Lord said, “It is finished”, the chain of sin was broken. 
The devil, who bound us with sin and made us his slaves, 
became powerless. Colossians 2:13-15 says, “When 
you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of 
your flesh, God made you alive with Christ. He forgave 
us all our sins, having canceled the charge of our legal 
indebtedness, which stood against us and condemned us; 
he has taken it away, nailing it to the cross. And having 

disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public 
spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross.” 
Therefore, God set us free from the law, the power and 
authority of the devil, and from sin. 

That’s why today’s Scripture says, “Who will bring any 
charge against those whom God has chosen? It is God 
who justifies. Who is he that condemns? Christ Jesus, 
who died--more than that, who was raised to life--is at the 
right hand of God and is also interceding for us.” That’s 
why God set us free from the devil, giving us the power 
to overcome and expel the devil. The devil, who made 
us his slaves, is our slave and we have the power to drive 
him out. How great a change it is! Luke 10:17-19 says, 
“The seventy-two returned with joy and said, “Lord, even 
the demons submit to us in your name.” He replied, “I 
saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. I have given 
you authority to trample on snakes and scorpions and to 
overcome all the power of the enemy; nothing will harm 
you.” 

Romans 3:23 says, “--for all have sinned and fall 
short of the glory of God.” As long as we have the law, 
we commit sin. Therefore, the Lord accomplished the 
law with His body and destroyed it on the Cross. He 
removed all the commands of God including the Ten 
Commandments and the law that bound us. Instead of the 
law, God granted us the law of faith and of the Holy Spirit. 
When we live by faith, the Holy Spirit comes and helps us 
do what we can’t do because of physical weakness. “What 
the law was powerless to do in that it was weakened by 
the sinful nature, God did by sending his own Son in 
the likeness of sinful man to be a sin offering. And so he 
condemned sin in sinful man, in order that the righteous 
requirements of the law might be fully met in us, who do 
not live according to the sinful nature but according to 
the Spirit.” This is why if we recognize, welcome, accept, 
and depend on the Holy Spirit, He will set us free from 
the law of sin and death with marvelous power. That’s 

why Romans 8:1-2 says, “Therefore, there is now no 
condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, because 
through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free 
from the law of sin and death.” 

We are the people who are set free. Through the blood 
of Jesus Christ and the grace of the Holy Spirit, God set 
us free from the law and allowed us to live by the new 
law, the law of faith and of the Holy Spirit. That’s why 
we are not condemned by the old law. We are saved by 
faith, renewed by the Holy Spirit, and enter heaven. How 
thankful we are! It is the Lord who allowed us to have 
this privilege. We can’t do this with our power and might 
at all. With our power and might, we are not able to be 
forgiven, justified, glorified, and free from the devil, the 
law, and from rituals. However, through Jesus Christ, who 
broke His body and shed His blood on the Cross, our God 
forgave, justified, glorified us, set us free from the devil, 
set us free from the law and rituals, and granted us to live 
by the law of faith and of the Holy Spirit. God is so good. 

2. God Is Good Even In Times of Trouble

Second, some people ask if God is good even during 

trouble and difficulty. They ask, “If God is so good, why 
do we face this trouble and difficulty?” We may face 
trouble and difficulty because of our own fault, the devil’s 
attack, or because of international or national disaster. We 
can’t stop trouble and difficulty, but it is an amazing grace 
and blessing that when we face trouble and difficulty, 
God, who makes us overcome them, is with us. Though 
all leave us in our trouble and difficulty, the Lord is with 
us. A friend in need is a friend indeed. When everything 
is going well with us, all the people want to make friends 
with us. Yet, the one who doesn’t leave us but is with us 
when we are abandoned and lonely, is a true friend. That’s 
why our Lord is a true friend. Psalm 23:4 says, “Even 
though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your 
staff, they comfort me.” When we walk through the valley 
of the shadow of death, how lonely and troubled we are! 
Though our parents, brothers, and friends leave us and we 
are left alone, the Lord is with us and comforts us with His 
rod and staff. Though we are not able to stop trouble from 
happening, in the strength of the Lord we can overcome it. 

John 10:11-15 says, “I am the good shepherd. The good 
shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. The hired hand 

WINTER 2021 SPECIAL EDITION  91  90  Church Growth International



WINTER 2021 SPECIAL EDITION  93  92  Church Growth International

is not the shepherd who owns the sheep. So when he sees 
the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and runs away. 
Then the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it. The man 
runs away because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for 
the sheep. I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and 
my sheep know me -- just as the Father knows me and I 
know the Father -- and I lay down my life for the sheep.” 

Look! When the sheep walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, the hired shepherd abandons the sheep 
and runs away. For he is the hired one. Yet, since Jesus is 
our Lord who cares for us, He is with us when we walk 
through the valley of the shadow of death.  In fact, he was 
willing to lay down His life to save us. He is so good, 
isn’t He? Since God is so good, He says that He will lay 
down His life to help us in our trouble. What a wonderful 
declaration that is! Our Lord glorifies us through trouble 
and difficulty. When we walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, the Lord makes us throw away our old 
selves and clothes us as new creatures of glory. It says in 
2 Corinthians 4:16-17, “Therefore we do not lose heart. 
Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly 
we are being renewed day by day. For our light and 
momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory 
that far outweighs them all.” When we face trouble and 
trials, we are far away from the world and near to Heaven. 
The hymn says, “Terrible trials make us leave the world. 
When the Lord calls us, we will enter into heaven.” 
Trouble and difficulty make us remove physical lust, 
desire of eyes, and the pride of life, and leave the world 
for God’s glory. Hence, unless we go through trouble and 
difficulty, we can’t have God’s glory. So troubles and 
difficulties are actually beneficial to for us. Psalm 91:15 
says, “He will call upon me, and I will answer him; I will 
be with him in trouble, I will deliver him and honor him.” 
Therefore, if we do not despair and persevere through 
trouble, we’ll have as much glory as the trouble brings or 
more. 

Trouble is a tunnel leading to glory and blessing. Yet, 
many people are disappointed and frustrated before they 
passed through the tunnel of trouble. Psalm 23:5 says, “You 
prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies. 
You anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.” When 
the enemy comes, God prepares a table before us. Then 
we eat and drink and He anoints us with oil, so that our 
cups will overflow. That’s why trouble, trials, difficulties, 
and our enemies seem to kill us, but through them we can 
see God and depend on Him. So, He prepares a wonderful 
table for us, exalts us, and makes our cups overflow, so 
that we can live abundant lives of grace. 

3. What Attitude Should We Live With?

Third, when we live with the good God, what attitude 
should we have in our lives? God is so good. How should 
we live with this God every day? We should live with 
hope. God is hope. Therefore, God can’t be with those 
in despair. Since the good God is with us, we should not 
look at our circumstances but be overflowing with hope in 
our hearts all the time. Romans 8:28 says, “We know that 
in all things God works for the good of those who love 
him, who have been called according to his purpose.” All 
will turn to good: good to good and bad to good, too. So, 
we must not lose hope. Wandering in the wilderness, the 
Israelites constantly had a negative spirit, tested God ten 
times, resented and complained, falling into despair and 
finally many of them died.  

Why did God love David? David was the one who 
sang. He always sang for hope and joy. That’s why though 
he committed a big moral sin, God forgave and blessed 
him as a man after His own heart, because he was the 
man of eternal hope. If we live with the good God, we 
must always pray and not be in despair of any disaster. We 
have only one way to overcome our circumstance. That 
is, to look to Heaven. Romans 8:31-39 says, “What, then, 

shall we say in response to this? If God is for us, who can 
be against us? He who did not spare his own Son, but 
gave him up for us all -- how will he not also, along with 
him, graciously give us all things? Who will bring any 
charge against those whom God has chosen? It is God 
who justifies. Who is he that condemns? Christ Jesus, 
who died--more than that, who was raised to life--is at 
the right hand of God and is also interceding for us. Who 
shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or 
hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger 
or sword? As it is written: ‘For your sake we face death all 
day long; we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.’ 
No, in all these things we are more than conquerors 
through him who loved us.” Shall we read the next verse 
together? “For I am convinced that neither death nor 
life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor 
the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor 
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us 
from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
Who can separate us from the strong love of God that is 
in Christ Jesus? Anyone in Heaven, on the Earth, in hell, 
or the power from the east and the west, or the past and 
the future? No. God’s love through Jesus Christ is so great 
that no one can separate us from His love. Remember that 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God, who created Heaven, Earth, 
the Universe, and everything in it, came as a man and died 
for us on the Cross, being broken and shedding His blood. 
How great His love for us is! He could have come down 
from the Cross but didn’t, just to save us because He loved 
us so much. The amazing love of Christ proves how much 
God loves us. Love is not believed only by speaking, 
but should be demonstrated. God’s love is demonstrated. 
God so loved the world that He gave His One and Only 
Son. Jesus loved us so much that He gave His blood and 
His body was broken. What is greater than His love? 
Therefore, may you accept His love and know that God 
is so good! God is so good forever. Why don’t we hope, 

dream, pray, believe boldly and give thanks to Him? Why 
don’t we be more positive, active, optimistic, and creative? 
Even today God loves you with His everlasting love. 

Prayer

Dear God our Father who has great love and holiness! 
The devil tells us all kinds of lies to make us not believe 
Your love: “God is not love. God does not love you. All 
the trouble and trials prove that God does not love you.” 
However, when we look to Jesus who hung on the Cross 
at Calvary, we know that the devil tells us a lie and our 
circumstance is false. When we remember that Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God, the second rank of God, died for 
our sake, we are indescribably impressed by His great 
love. Since Your great love is demonstrated throughout the 
world, why should we need more proof than that? If we 
have Your love in us, we can live our lives with courage, 
boldness, hope, confidence, and thanksgiving. Dear God 
our Father! Please grant us the grace of Your love that is in 
Christ Jesus. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

The Late Dr. Yonggi Cho
•  Founder of Yoido Full Gospel Church
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Purpose of Establishment
Yonggi Cho Foundation 

For 63 years of his life, Dr. Yonggi Cho preached the gospel of Jesus Christ and a message 
of hope in Yoido Full Gospel Church, throughout the entire nation of South Korea, and across 
the world. 

Dr. Cho, who was often called “Young-San” which literally means “Spiritual Mountain,” 
had a spirituality which many considered as massive as a large mountain, yet the foundation 
of his faith has always been the Cross. One of the foundational doctrines he held to called, 
“The Cross of Calvary,” is the essence of the gospel and serves as the starting point of what is 
known today as “Full Gospel Faith.” From there, he has expanded the theology through the 
doctrines of “the Seven Pillars of Full Gospel Faith,” “the Three-fold Blessing,” “the Five-fold 
Gospel,” and “Fourth Dimensional Spirituality.”

Dr. Cho’s ministry extended beyond the bounds of Full Gospel Churches, and he sought out 
places to plant hope and dreams wherever it was needed, both domestically and abroad. He 
has ministered all over Asia, Africa, the U.S.A., Europe, South America, and has circled the 
globe 80 times. 

Dr. Cho was especially interested in helping believers live with joy in accordance with 
God’s image by dreaming the wondrous and amazing dreams which can only be found in 
Jesus Christ.

The purpose of establishing the Yonggi Cho Foundation is so that Dr. Cho’s spirituality and 
theology can be passed on and inherited by his pastoral and lay disciples. The Yonggi Cho 
Foundation hopes to develop his spirituality and spread it not only in Korea, but throughout 
the world. We trust that God is with this Organization. Thank you.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE
www.cgikorea.kr

How good and pleasant it is
when brothers live together in unity!     

- Psalms 133:1

www.ygmf.kr
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His Legacy will be remembered forever.


