
Chief Editor
Ildoo Kwon

Content Development Editor
Kwangyeop Seong

Editorial Staffs
Young-A Ku
Samuel Han

Art Director
Hanhee Kim

TEAM CGI



2  Church Growth International

2005, The 21st CGI Conference

Church Growth International(CGI) is an international institute inaugurated in Nov.1976 by Dr. David Yonggi Cho.
The CGI has growing more and more with joining more pastors and leaders of Christian world from many 
nations. 
Especially the board members of CGI are well-known Christian leaders as a pastor or theologist or evangelist. 
They all agreed the purpose of CGI and willingly joined CGI for the sake of the Load. The purpose of CGI is to 
promote the growth of the churches all over the wolrd, making an example of successful pastors and churches 
based on the biblical principle.
The board of CGI consists of 63 pastors and doctors of church growth from more than 25 countries. CGI as a 
global international institute holds a world church growth conference and seminar annually, or once every two 
years in the major cities of the world. Every odd year the conference is held in Seoul Korea. To this day, it has 
hosted 600 seminars in 100 countries with 12,200,000 participants.
In addition, it publishes church growth related books in English. And English magazine “Church Growth 
International” published delivers to read to the 18,000 subscribers in 181 countries. In 2020 CGI starts to 
provide webzine for the members.
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PEACE
Do not be anxious about anything, but in every 
situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, 
present your requests to God. And the peace of God, 
which transcends all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
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When Jesus and His disciples were on a boat and 
crossing the Sea of Galilee, a big storm came and the boat 
was on the brink of sinking. As a great squall came upon 
them, the disciples became frantic with fear.  As we live 
our lives, we also face various storms of life. At such times, 
what do we need to do in order to overcome those storms 
and safely arrive at our destination?

1. Rely on the Word.
Why were the disciples in fear even though Jesus was 

with them? 
They were in fear because the disciples didn’t rely 

on Jesus’ Words. Before the Lord crossed the Sea of 
Galilee, He said, “ “Let’s go over to the other side of the 
lake.” However, the disciples forgot about it and were 
overwhelmed with fear as they merely saw the great storm. 
Jesus’ Words won’t change even if the sky falls or the earth 
crumbles down. If the Lord who created the heavens and 
the earth and Who is the absolute Sovereign said to go over 
to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, all of them would not 
drown but be destined to cross even if the wind would blow 
and the great waves would surge. However, the disciples 
didn’t rely on Jesus but looked to their own situation so 

their hearts were filled with fear. Even today there are many 
people who are swayed by the high waves of hardship in 
the world. Those suffering people try to find where to turn 
to, but they can’t find the way. Mountains and the sea or 
people or material things can’t give us peace of mind. Only 
the Creator God can calm down the waves of life and give 
us peace of mind. Therefore, when we meet the high waves 
of suffering, we must look up to Jesus.

Pastor Andy Stanley, son of Rev, Charles Stanley, once 
was in great despair while ministering in his church. One 
elderly person asked him to visit his home. So pastor Andy 
went to his home. He showed him a picture of a famous 
painter and asked, “Pastor, what do you see in this picture?” 

“I see the lions and a ray of light penetrating the den and 
I see Daniel.” 

“Look more carefully. Pastor, there is something 
important here.”

 “Well, I don’t think there is anything else that is special.” 
Then the man said, “Pastor, look at Daniel’s eyes. His 

eyes do not look at the lions but look towards God.” At that 
moment the pastor realized it was the voice of the Holy 
Spirit awakening him. Since then whenever difficulties 
came to him, he overcame all fear by looking up to God.
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Peace of Mind
Isaiah 41:10

When we face hardship, what we look at depends on 
whether we win or fail. If we look at lions, we will be 
caught in the trap of fear, but if we look to the Lord, we can 
enjoy peace of mind even in the den of lions.

Jesus said in Matthew 11:28 as follows, “Come to me, all 
you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.” 

If you want to enjoy peace of mind, you must receive 
training to commit your weary and heavy burdens to God. 
While we are living in this world, weary and heavy burdens 
can come upon us. Problems of husbands, wives, children 
and daily living and countless other problems come to 
us. Whether serious or light, there is no one who has no 
problems. 

But the Bible says, “Do not be anxious about anything.” 
When God says, “Do not be anxious about anything,” Can 
He just give lip service without taking any responsibility 
for our weary and heavy burden? The Lord said, “Come to 
me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give 
you rest.” Did He just give lip service without any intention 
of taking all of our burden?  It can’t be true at all. 

Isaiah 41:10 says, “So do not fear, for I am with you; do 
not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you 
and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right 
hand.”

When we seek God’s help and pray for it, God will take 
our burden and surely solve our problems.

2. Go with Faith.
We Christians do not rely on human reason or experience 

or knowledge. We live by faith. Even though nothing is 
visible or audible or touchable, we rely on the God who 
created the heavens and the earth and everything in it and 
we live by faith.

I have prayed for the sick. When I pray for the sick, I 
know who will be healed. It is because when I pray in the 
name of Jesus or lay my hand on the sick, the Holy Spirit 
lets me know who will be healed by their faith. I always 

appeal to them, “Now you can go home with faith. Now 
you are released from your disease and have become 
healthy. However, do not rely on your senses. If you go 
home, the devil will make all your old pain return to you. If 
you look at the great waves of your senses and desert your 
faith in God, you will lose all His grace. 

“When doubt comes to you, you must cast out that doubt 
in Jesus’ name and firmly confess your faith by saying, 
‘By His stripes I am healed!’” I always say this to them. 
Those who obey my instructions overcome all the senses, 
but those who are under the attack of the senses will fall 
into the devil’s trap again. Even when what we judge by 
our senses as the most desperate situation befalls us, we can 
still have hope because God will perform a miracle for us.

When I held a crusade in Minneapolis, on the first day 
as I preached the gospel and prayed for the sick, I received 
God’s revelation very clearly. A certain person with cancer 
had a lump of that cancer which seemed to be very hard like 
a stone. And I saw God heal that cancer. So I proclaimed 
that one cancer patient was already healed. But that day 
no one came forward to testify their healing from cancer. 
Other patients who were healed from other diseases were so 
many but there wasn’t a person who testified to be healed 
from cancer. After I finished the three day crusade and was 
going to leave for the London Crusade, one pastor called 
me to meet him. I promised to have breakfast with him 
and finally met him in person. He testified to me. “Pastor, 
I have worked hard as a missionary to Micronesia in the 
Pacific. While I worked as a missionary, my wife got breast 
cancer. I have tried to heal her breast cancer in every way, 
but all medicines proved useless. Because of it I returned 
to my country and she had an operation, but it returned and 
she had another operation, but it returned, again. Now she 
is in a desperate situation to receive the third operation. 
Then while we were staying here, we heard the news of 
your crusade and were waiting for it desperately. My wife 
and I attended the first day of your crusade. But there 
was some problem with your sound equipment so your 
preaching sound was buzzing too much to hear. We could 

PEACEARTICLE

Dr. Yonggi Cho
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hardly hear half of your sermon. Because of that problem 
at the prayer for the sick other people were healed but no 
matter how earnestly we focused on your words, there 
was no mention of the healing of cancer at all. We were in 
despair and returned home and slept and in the morning my 
wife shouted to see her breast. Then I found that some hard 
lumps of her breast became soft. The next day it became 
much better and on the third day it turned into normal!

I took her to the hospital for a checkup and her doctor 
said that amazingly her breast cancer was naturally healed 
and that she wouldn’t need an operation. While testifying 
this story, the pastor was overwhelmed with joy! “Jesus 
is really alive and heals our disease and gives us health 
and even gives us new hope when we are on the verge of 
death.” I couldn’t help but praise the Lord while seeing 
him. When we look to Jesus and pray, even today He will 
perform miracles!

3. Pray and Be Thankful.
This is what we should do to experience God’s miracle.
First, we must pray with faith. The disciples were terrified 

at the high waves and thought they would die soon. Then 
they realized that Jesus was with them! So they woke Jesus 
and told Him, “Teacher, don’t you care if we drown?” 

Today it is our prayer that wakes the Lord. God told us in 
Jeremiah 33:3 as follows,

“Call to me and I will answer you and tell you great and 
unsearchable things you do not know.”

We must hold onto this Word and cry out to Him through 
prayer. With a burning desire we must pray again and again 
through dreams, faith, and creative words until peace comes 
into our hearts. 

Once when I held a crusade in Japan, I was greatly 
impressed with one mother who testified while carrying 
her infant daughter on her back. Her infant daughter had 
fallen gravely ill with nephritis. Her little face was swollen 
so she could not open her eyes and refused to suckle at her 
mother’s breast and even fainted whenever she was put 
into water for a bath. Doctors already gave up and even 

the mother thought her baby wouldn’t survive. However, 
she could not give up so she attended the crusade with 
dreams and hope that her baby girl would be healed. Then 
at the time of prayer for the sick, she heard me say, “At 
this crusade a baby girl is here and in a critical condition 
with nephritis. She is healed!” So she looked at her baby, 
but still there was no hope of survival. However, she was 
determined to stand on the Word of God, not on her senses. 
She kept giving thanks and praise to God and held the Word 
of God and never gave up her dream. She didn’t despair at 
the harsh reality but held a dream that her baby girl would 
wear a pretty dress and smile and play. Amazingly God 
worked as she dreamed and the next day she came forward 
with a healthy baby and testified before a big crowd! Even 
in the midst of despair if we pray with dreams and faith, 
God will work a mighty and unsearchable thing we don’t 
know. 

Secondly, what we must do is to give thanks and praise 
God instead of complaining and murmuring. You know, 
there is no one who never experiences a great storm in 
life. While we are living on the earth, various troubles 
and disappointment and pain come to us. Then most 
people complain and murmur whenever difficulty comes. 
However, Christians give thanks and praise God instead of 
complaining. 

God is a good God. 
Our good God takes full charge of us. As long as we 

commit our life to this good God, all the storms can be just 
temporary. Among my siblings I was the most sensitive 
and fickle, laughing and crying so much. So my father 
always said that I should have been born as a girl. I hated 
it so much, but it was the real me. After I became an adult, 
I couldn’t sleep well over a very minor concern or some 
inconvenience to others. Then God decisively changed me. 
One day while I was praying, God told me, “Will you live 
according to My will?” 

“Yes, Lord. I will!” 
“Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in all 

circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. 
You know this well. But have you been joyful always? 
If you have some worry, do you pray continually and 
commit everything to God? Have you given thanks in all 
circumstances?” 

As I heard God’s voice, I determined then and there to 
give thanks in all circumstances. Whenever pain comes to 
me, I always say, “God, thank you for the pain. The Bible 
tells me to give thanks to God. Thank you very much, God. 
Lord, thank you so much for this trouble, disappointment, 
betrayal, and pain. I want to give thanks to You because I 
know that in all things God works for my good.”

Then no matter whatever happens I can enjoy peace in 
my heart, sleep well and have good digestion and become 
joyful. Since then if something wrong happens, I bring it 
to God and say, “God, I want to give thanks to You. Thank 
you for this trouble. Through this I can thank You. Please 
let me learn through my fault. Let me realize what I can’t 
understand and help me to become a better believer and a 
better pastor. I believe that God will work for my good in 
all things.”  As I actively accept misfortune with a thankful 
heart, endless peace of mind comes to me. 

Psalm 50:23 says, “He who sacrifices thank offerings 
honors me, and he prepares the way so that I may show him 
the salvation of God.” 

   
In our life if we give thanks only for good things and 

complain about bad things, we are just a mere childish 
believer. Even if a great adversity comes or huge harm may 
come to us, if we give thanks to God with tears, we have 
a deeper faith and a trained and proven and mature faith. 
God will commit a bigger work to us. Please don’t stay at 
a childish faith, but whenever pain and difficulty come to 
you, look up to God and give thanks to Him and always 
carry a positive attitude and enjoy peace of mind. Then God 
will work for the good in all things. 

Next, our job is to keep an active confession of faith. Our 
spoken words have mighty power. Words brings creative 

works to us. If we bless our children with our spoken words, 
that blessing will come upon them; if we curse our children 
with our spoken words, they will be destroyed. Therefore, 
we must always confess positive words. In order to do that, 
every day we must read, listen to, and keep confessing 
the Word of God. If we keep confessing the Word of 
God, it will fill our hearts to the full. Even if nothing is 
visible, audible, or touchable, if we hold the Word of God 
strongly and keep confessing it with our mouths, the faith 
of God will be generated in our hearts. Our invisible God 
comes to us through His Word. As God stays in His Word, 
if we accept His Word, we accept God Himself. If we 
acknowledge the Word of God, we acknowledge the power 
of God. Therefore, when we confess the Word of God with 
our mouths, God will work for us and calm the waves of 
life and give us peace.

If we don’t have peace of mind, we can’t enjoy 
happiness. Jesus said, “Peace I leave with you; my peace 
I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not 
let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.”(John 
14:27) True peace of mind comes to us If only we commit 
everything to the Lord and pray and give thanks and praise 
to Him. I bless you in the name of the Lord that all of you 
who come to this worship service may enjoy the peace the 
Lord gives and live a happy life every day. Hallelujah!

Dr. Yonggi Cho
•  Republic of Korea
•  Senior Pastor Emeritus   
Yoido Full Gospel Church

•  Chairman   
Church Growth International
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“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give 
to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled 
and do not be afraid.”(John 14:27)

As we leave in this world, we encounter many problems, 
both large and small, and become involved in spiritual 
warfare. Despite this, we can have peace of mind because 
Jesus saved us, and because He gives a peace that the world 
can never give. When Jesus said, “It is finished” on the cross,  
this peace was already given to us.

1. The Peace of the Lord
What is the secret to overcoming hardships? It is to enjoy 

peace in Jesus. While living in the world which has many 
problems and difficulties, we should not lose peace of mind. 
If we have peace of mind, we can be more than conquerors.

Looking around everywhere, there is no true peace or 
true refuge in this world since Adam and Eve committed 
sin and fell from the glory of God. Since then, true peace 
has disappeared and sin has ruled human history. After 
committing sin, fear entered Adam and Eve’s minds. So 
they hid from God out of fear. Adam and Eve’s sins were 
transmitted to everyone. Therefore, there is fear in hearts of 
people who are sinners. Anxiety, worry, and concern do not 
leave from people’s minds. Only when they come to believe 
in Jesus, can they be freed from anxiety, worry, concern, and 
fear. Since Jesus came to this world and died on the cross 
while carrying all our sins, we can receive true freedom and 
peace only by believing in Jesus.

Many people struggle and try hard to find true peace and 
refuge. They think that if they have a lot of money, true peace 
and true happiness will come to them. However, as their 
money piles up, so do their worries. People think that if they 
learn more and have more knowledge, peace of mind will 
come. However, anguish also comes to them, because having 
more knowledge becomes a source of more worries. And, 
people think that if they have a high position, their mind will 
be happy and peaceful. However, in that high position, they 
have even more worries.

We cannot receive true peace in our mind by anything in 
this world. Only Jesus Christ gives us true peace and refuge. 
If we have Jesus in our heart, there is nothing to worry about. 
When the apostle Paul was imprisoned on the charge of 
evangelism, it was a hard and difficult situation for him. His 
life was in danger. But since Paul always accompanied the 
Lord, even in prison, he was at peace. So Paul, who was in 
prison, sent a letter of comfort to people outside of prison. In 
the letter that Paul sent to the Christians in Philippi, he wrote 
as follows:

Philippians 4:6-7 says, “Do not be anxious about anything, 
but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, 
present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which 
transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your 
minds in Christ Jesus.”

In the time of anxiety and worry, when we pray and draw 
closer to the Lord with thanksgiving, God’s blessing will 
come upon us. Peace of mind will come to us. We should 
remember that the peace that Jesus gives us is the peace that 

the world cannot give. It is an eternal peace. It is a peace that 
no one can take away. John 14:27 says, “Peace I leave with 
you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world 
gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.” 
As long as this peace is with us, we can always rejoice, give 
thanks to God, and overcome hardships and sufferings.

2. “It is well, it is well with my soul”
Mr. Horatio Spafford is the author of a very famous Hymn, 

It Is Well with My Soul. Mr. Spafford was a distinguished 
lawyer in Chicago, also a professor at a medical school. 
Above all, Mr. Spafford was a devout Christian who served 
the church helping D. L. Moody, a renowned preacher. 

One day in 1871, great fires broke out in Chicago so that 
the church building and his big house were destroyed by 
fire. But, Mr. Spafford was not disappointed even in such a 
situation. He did not despair but looked only unto the Lord. 
He worried about the church and helped Moody and led the 
construction of the church building.

His wife Anna Spafford needed rest since she was weak. 
So Mr. Spafford decided to make a trip to Europe with his 
wife and four daughters. Mr. Spafford’s family planned to 
leave together. However, there were many things to do at the 
church so he sent his wife and four daughters ahead. But at 2 
a.m. when everyone fell asleep on November 22, 1873, the 
liner was struck by an iron sailing vessel while crossing the 
Atlantic Ocean. The ship sank and 226 people were killed.

When lifeboats came and saved the survivors, his wife 
was saved, but sadly his four daughters went to heaven. Mrs. 
Spafford landed in Wales, and sent a telegram to Mr. Spafford 
saying, “Saved alone.” When Mr. Spafford received the 
telegram, he was bewildered. In order to bring his wife back 
home, Mr. Spafford took a ship and crossed the Atlantic. On 
the Atlantic crossing, the captain of his ship knocked on Mr. 
Spafford’s cabin door and said, “Mr. Spafford, come out. This 
is the spot where the liner collided and your four daughters 
died.” Suddenly at that moment, his heart was in great pain 
so he came back to his cabin and prayed crying out to God all 
night. 

How painful it was for Mr. Spafford to lose his four 
beloved daughters at the same time. However, while he was 
praying to God all night, the Lord gave him the peace in his 
heart. Having overflowing peace in his heart, Mr. Spafford 
wrote a hymnal poem which is a song of peace.

When peace, like a river, attendeth my way
When sorrows like sea billows roll
Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me to say
It is well, it is well with my soul

Mr. Spafford’s hymnal poem was given to Mr. Bliss, a 
famous hymn composer at that time, so an impressive hymn 
was created. 

I hope that no matter what kind of problems, difficulties, 
pain, and sufferings come to you, you look only to Jesus, keep 
your peace of mind, and march forward with faith. Jeremiah 
29:11 says, “‘For I know the plans I have for you,’ declares 
the LORD, ‘plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans 
to give you hope and a future.’”

Jesus wants to give us peace, dreams and hope in our 
hearts. Therefore, do not be disappointed or look at the 
problems. Even though difficult situations come to you, even 
though there are problems in your family, and even if you are 
sick, do not despair. I hope that you march forward in faith, 
looking to Jesus who always gives us peace. It is my sincere 
prayer that you will have overflowing peace in the Lord.

Dr. Younghoon Lee
•  Republic of Korea
•  Senior Pastor   
Yoido Full Gospel Church
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Peace I Leave with You
Dr. Younghoon Lee

PEACEARTICLE



“I have told you these things, 
so that in me you may have peace. 
In this world you will have trouble. 

But take heart! I have overcome the world.” 

John 16:33

“The fruit of that righteousness will be peace; 
its effect will be quietness and confidence forever.” 

Isaiah 32:17

“You will keep in perfect peace those 
whose minds are steadfast, because they trust in you.” 

Isaiah 26:3

“And the peace of God, 
which transcends all understanding, 

will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” 

Philippians 4:7
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Peace is such a precious commodity in this broken world. 
There is not a corner of the world that has not been affected 
by the coronavirus pandemic. At the time of this writing, 
our nation of Ethiopia is at war. There are wars and rumors 
of war. If there was ever a time we needed genuine peace 
it is now, yet few things are as illusive. I am of the opinion 
that our Gospel could be far more effective if we package 
our message along the lines of the peace that it brings. For 
the restaurant, good food is all the advertising needs. In the 
same way, the peace that Jesus gives is the selling point of 
our Gospel. It actually sells itself.   

There is a place for our doctrinal positions, but the 
primary product we are peddling as ministers of the Gospel 
is peace. Because of the finished work of Jesus Christ, 

Ephesians 2:17 says, “He came and preached peace to you 
who were afar off and to those who were near.” Jesus said 
in John 14:27, “Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to 
you; not as the world gives do I give to you.” Philippians 4:7 
describes it as a “peace that surpasses all understanding.” 

This raises an important point which should not be 
overlooked. It is entirely possible to have a successful 
ministry, while struggling internally. In many cases the inner 
turmoil itself can become the driver for ministry success. 
This was never God’s intent. As ministers of the Gospel, it 
is critically important that the peace we are proclaiming, is 
the peace we are possessing. We must possess His peace 
above all, and we must know how to obtain this peace. For 
the sake of this article, let us consider two sources for this 

peace: attitude and listening.
Philippians 4:6-7 highlights the importance of attitude in 

obtaining peace. “Do not be anxious about anything, but in 
every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, 
present your requests to God And the peace of God, which 
transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and 
your minds in Christ Jesus.” The keywords here are “with 
thanksgiving.” It is entirely possible to present the good 
requests with a bad attitude. It is our attitude in prayer that 
is the difference maker. Thanksgiving is a choice, not a 
feeling. First step to peace is attitude.  

The second key to peace is listening to His voice. His 
voice is distinguished not only by the instruction it gives, 
but by the peace it brings. Is.48:18 says, “Oh, that you had 
heeded My commandments! Your peace would have been 
like a river, And your righteousness like the waves of the 
sea.” I would suggest we value His voice more than hitting 
ministry targets. This is because the satisfaction that comes 
from hitting ministry targets doesn’t last. 

Few, if any, have hit the ministry heights that Elijah did. 
In one day, He called down fire from heaven, removed all 
the false prophets from the land, and turned the entire nation 
back to God. Elijah was strong on ministry, but weak on 
listening. Upon hearing what happened, Jezebel sent Elijah 
a message. 1Kings 19:3 says, “he arose and ran for his 
life...” It’s a funny picture: the entire nation was turning to 
God, but Elijah was running for his life. It is always good 
to appreciate what God does in and through our ministry, 

but at the same time we must not make it the source of our 
peace. This is why the instructions from the Father after the 
transfiguration of Jesus had little to with the transfiguration. 
Matthew 17:5 says, “While he [Peter] was still speaking, a 
bright cloud covered them, and a voice from the cloud said, 
‘This is My beloved Son, in who I am well pleased. Hear 
Him!’” His voice provides a peace that the transfiguration 
cannot.

Great ministry should be sourced in great peace, because 
great ministry alone is no guarantee for peace. Let’s strive 
to always possess the attitude of joy and thanksgiving, and 
always have an ear to hear the voice of the Shepherd. And 
may we confidently offer this peace to a lost and hurting 
world.

Peace, Precious Commodity
Dr. Betta Mengistu

Dr. Betta Mengistu
• Ethiopia
•   President,    
Beza International Ministries
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Do not be anxious about anything, 
but in every situation, by prayer and petition, 

with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 
And the peace of God, 

which transcends all understanding, 
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

Philippians 4:6-7
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“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with 
every spiritual blessing in Christ. For he chose us in him 
before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless 
in his sight. In love he predestined us for adoption to 
sonship through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his 
pleasure and will—” (Ephesians 1:3-5 NIV)

Since the end of 2019, the whole world has vastly been 
intimidated by the novel COVID-19. While the disease 
is strangling us people of the world nearly to suffocation, 
may we be reminded of Jesus’ promises and have the 
conviction that the work of the Holy Spirit could no way 
be impeded. Despite the worldwide pandemic, to us Kam 
Kwong Church, 2021 is a very special year to be thankful 
for. As we are preparing to celebrate our 30th anniversary 
at the end of this year, we could never forget how God 
has guided and nurtured us from a small and debt-ridden 
church consisted of just 28 members to an affluent 
congregation of several thousand. Our Lord Jesus Christ 
started His earthly ministry when He was at the age of 30, 
as Kam Kwong Church is turning 30 this December, we 
believe it is God’s will to revive our hearts for Him and 
His Kingdom.

In the morning of February 12 this year, which was also 
the first day of our Chinese New Year, the Lord prophesied 
to us through a member of our church the occurrence of a 
great revival commencing the second quarter, this revival 

would be as huge as a tsunami and would sweep across the 
globe. The Lord instructed us to prepare with fasting and 
prayers, and be ready to tell other churches to massively 
borrow vessels as the Lord will do great wonders in the 
land.

Owing to the social distancing measures imposed on 
churches and religious groups, all churches in Hong Kong 
were not open in the first quarter of 2021. However, to 
our amazement, such measures were relaxed on April 
1, precisely on the first day of the second quarter, and 
churches were allowed to be open. The time frame 
conforms exactly to the Lord’s prophecy of the revival. 
Since then, every morning starting from 5am, there has 
been an influx of brothers and sisters to our church from 
all over Hong Kong to start their days with prayers.

The Lord says this great revival is a homeward journey 
and is a journey of restoration. The presence and the 
anointing of the Holy Spirit has been so enormous that 
miracles keep happening in our church, people with 
critical illnesses are healed, people’s relationships with 
God and people are restored. And most importantly, 
identity as God’s children is restored. The great love of our 
great God makes dry bones come to life, and according 
to the promises of our Lord, the nourished souls would 
revive and become an exceedingly great army. 

“Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against 
kingdom. There will be famines and earthquakes in 
various places. All these are the beginning of birth 

pains.” (Matthew 24:7-8 NIV) According to what Jesus 
has mentioned about the Great Tribulation that would 
occur during the end of time, I believe the future days 
would even be more difficult, and so evangelization and 
edification are specially important for making disciples 
and moulding the army of God. We praise our Lord for 
He has been preparing us for the great revival since 2020, 
the Year Of New wine, even way before we received the 
prophecy, through a series of movements including all 
the prayer movements, the Anointing with Oil, The Day 
of Atonement, The Feast of Tabernacles and the Revival 
Prayer Groups.  All of these very apparently manifested 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 

In these days while people are being tossed about by 
the wind and rain, I am grateful that God has placed 
us securely in His hand, may we hence be reminded of 
the Lord’s Great Commission “Therefore go and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching 
them to obey everything I have commanded you. And 
surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 
(Matthew 28:19-20 NIV)

The Lord says this revival will sweep across the globe 

like a tsunami and thus all the churches of Christ are 
included, and so may the Lord help us fix our eyes firmly 
on Him and to remember His patient endurance, and may 
we all take heart and be immersed in the Holy Spirit and 
have faith in God’s promises, and enter into the revival by 
wholeheartedly following the footsteps of our Lord. 

“So do not throw away your confidence; it will be 
richly rewarded. You need to persevere so that when you 
have done the will of God, you will receive what he has 
promised.” (Hebrews 10:35-36 NIV)
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Rev. Billy Lau
• Hong Kong
•   Senior Pastor,   
Yuen Long Kam Kwong Church

In the Hand of God
Rev. Billy Lau

PEACEARTICLE “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who has blessed us in the heavenly realms 

with every spiritual blessing in Christ. 
For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy 

and blameless in his sight. In love he predestined us 
for adoption to sonship through Jesus Christ, 

in accordance with his pleasure and will”
Ephesians 1:3-5
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Pursuit of Peace
Dr. Richard Roberts
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A well-known actor was asked the question, “With all 
your movies and successes and all your fame and fortune, 
what do you wish you had that you don’t have?”

His reply… “I wish I had peace.”
This is how so many people feel today. They may have 

great success and may have lots of money and all the 
necessities of life, but they are missing a key ingredient… 
peace.

Webster’s Dictionary gives this meaning for the word 
peace… A state of quiet or tranquility; freedom from 
disturbance or agitation; applicable to society, to individuals, 
or to the temper of the mind. 

For me, true peace is being free from the effects of stress. 
I believe peace can also be defined as a deliberate state of 
spiritual calm despite the stress all around us. It’s a decision 
that we can make to go into agreement with God’s Word 
where He says He has not given us a spirit of fear, [fear 
being the opposite of peace and calm] but a spirit of power, 
love, and a sound mind (1 Timothy 1:7). 

Living a peace-filled life is so important that we’re told 
in the Psalms to “seek peace and to pursue it” (c. 34, v 14). 
Sadly, peace doesn’t usually just come to us…We most 
often have to run after it. 

The world we live in is filled with fear… fear of the 
unknown, as well as fear of the known… fear of sickness 
and disease… fear of dying… fear of failure… fear 
of commitment… fear of no commitment… fear of 
rejection… fear of being alone… fear of financial loss… 
and the list goes on and on. 

But God never meant for us to live in a constant state of 
worry or anxiety. He doesn’t want the cares of life to get 
the better of us. The Bible tells us that the Lord will give 
strength to His people; the Lord will bless His people with 
peace (Psalm 29:11). It’s God’s desire that we have His 
peace and His strength for every situation we may face.

Fear is of the devil. It’s a well-oiled tool he uses to 
paralyze the spirits and minds of God’s children and keeps 
us from reaching our full potential. It hinders us from 
trusting the Lord as the source for everything in our lives. 
And fear can overtake us when we look to people or things 
as our source and leave God out. However, as His child, 
we can rest assured that He will never leave us to face the 
challenges of life alone. He’ll never abandon us. His desire 
is to help us, just as He has promised in His Word. (See 
Joshua 1:9 and Hebrews 13:5-6.)

The Bible tells us that Jesus is the Prince of Peace…  
For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given; and the 
government will be upon His shoulder. And His name will 
be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace (Isaiah 9:6).

Jesus went to the cross so we could have salvation, 
healing, deliverance, and live in His peace. In fact, that’s 
why Jesus came to earth, to make it possible for us to have 
peace with God. Therefore, having been justified by faith, 
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ 
(Romans 5:1). And in Ephesians 2:13… But now in Christ 
Jesus, you who once were far off have been brought near by 
the blood of Christ.

Our peace begins when we put our faith in Jesus and ask 
Him to be the Lord and Savior of our life. His peace is a 
wonderful peace… a godly peace…a peace that passes all 
understanding. And it’s a peace found in no one except the 
Prince of Peace, Jesus Christ!

Fear can rob us of our sense of peace, well-being, and joy 
in the Lord. When we don’t deal with it properly and give 
it to God, it can cause us to struggle, even when things are 
good. It can hinder us from staying firmly connected to God 
when we need Him the most. Isaiah 26:3 says this… You 
(God) will keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed 
on You, because he trusts in You. And Philippians 4:6-7 tells 
us… Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer 
and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be 
made known to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses 
all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through 
Christ Jesus.

And remember, fear is a spirit and not only can you resist 
fear, you can also command it to leave. So, don’t let the 
devil deceive you. Walking in faith gives you a Bible right 
to speak to fear and tell it to get out. 

Speaking and praying God’s Word over our circumstances 
is another powerful way to use our faith and bring the peace 
of God into any situation. Mark 11:22-23 tells us to speak 
to the mountains (the problems, the fears, the anxieties of 
life) and to cast them into the sea (tell them to be removed 
from your life). God’s Word has His life in it. It can bring 
life to dead situations and health to sick bodies. It can 
restore broken hearts and damaged relationships in every 
area of your life. And as we sow our seeds of faith to God—
our time, energy, or resources—it can bring prosperity and 
wholeness in any area… spirit, soul, or body. By keeping 
our focus on Jesus, the One who gives true peace, and as 
we speak His Word over our lives, we make a way for His 
power to reshape the situation we’re in. 

Now… What should we be praying and thinking about if 
we desire God’s supernatural peace? The Bible solution to 
dealing with worries that steal our peace is to turn to God 
in prayer, praise, and worship, and trust Him with our cares 

and concerns. ...casting all your care upon him, for he cares 
for you (1 Peter 5:7).

First John 4:18 says, Perfect love casts out fear. When 
we know deep down in our heart that God loves us with an 
everlasting love, that knowledge will help us hold onto our 
peace, no matter what we may face. Remember, we can 
trust in God with perfect confidence, because His love and 
power are greater than anything that can come against us (1 
John 4:4). 

Refreshing our mind daily with God’s Word, reading our 
Bible and meditating on scripture until it becomes a part of 
us can help us rest in His promises for us.

And keep our prayer life going strong is our 24/7 open 
line of communication with God. 

Keeping our focus on God’s Word and standing in faith 
for His Word to play out in our lives—and then seeing it 
happen—will build up our faith and strengthen us…These 
things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have 
peace. In the world you will have tribulation; but be of good 
cheer, I have overcome the world” (John 16:33). 

Know this. The supernatural peace of God is not based 
on our circumstances. It’s not based on how we feel, what 
resources we have in our bank account, or what natural 
abilities we may or may not have. It’s an enduring, God-
given peace based on the fact that He loves us… It’s a peace 
that helps us press forward in faith, no matter what comes 
against us.

Dr. Richard Roberts
• USA
•  Chairman,    
Oral Roberts Evangelistic Association

SERMON PEACE



The Lord gives strength to his people;
the Lord blesses his people with peace.
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THE QUALITIES OF THE LEADER

“and shall make him of quick understanding in the fear of the 
LORD: and he shall not judge after the sight of his eyes, neither 
reprove after the hearing of his ears:”

(Isaiah 11:3 KJV)

   �Introduction

I would like to briefly recall how we trained leaders in the 
church. We all know that Christ is the head of the body which is 
the church and that as a member of the church we are his body. 
That in the Church we are all called to serve at different levels 
in the church we have as we know Ministry gifts according to 
Ephesians. 

 
1. WHAT DO WE EXPECT FROM A LEADER?

a) He should be a Refuge

What should be his human and spiritual qualities? What do 
we expect from a Leader or a manager? :

We expect from the Leader:
That he should be a help. The Latin word Refuge means: A 

place to find help, help and understanding in the face of sorrow, 
let us never forget that the problems we have to deal with are 
spiritual and human issues. Our co-workers must find in us the 
strength they need to face the problems they face. They must 
also find in us inspired and judicious advice.

We expect from the Leader:
That he should also be accessible. The Leader must be able 

to empathize with the distress of the one who is in front of him, 
he must be accessible to people in difficulty, that is to say put 
himself within reach, at the level of the one with whom he or she 
enters into conversation, which brings him to be close to those 
with whom he works. The greatness of Christ never prevented 
him from putting himself within reach of the humblest and the 
smallest.

We expect from the Leader:
That he has a good reputation. The Leader must be known 

and recognized as someone who is credible and reliable in what 
he says, what he is and what he does. Our employees as well as 

our managers must be able to come to us spontaneously because 
they know they can trust us.

b) He should be a Rock

The Leader is not by himself just as the Rock is not the 
product of the hand of man. What reminds us that where we 
come from the one who called and sent us, it is in Him that we 
must draw the strengths we need to be the rock on which others 
can lean and take refuge that the prayer that we make go up to 
God or that He make us rocks. 

The Leader like the rock must have a strong character
As the Rock is stable and firm the character and personality as 

well as the capacity of the leader must have strong convictions. 
The Leader like the rock must be strong. Just as the Rock is 
strong, the Leader must be strong spiritually, mentally and 
emotionally. When a Leader is strong his co-workers and 
Christians can rely on him with confidence. The Leader like 
the rock must be Stable. Like the rock of which Jesus speaks 
in the parable of the 2 houses, the Leader must be a source of 
stability in the same areas as for solidity and thus give a spiritual 
direction by his example his constancy in time. 

c) The Leader should be a Cover

The Leader must be the protection the church needs and today 
more than ever the church needs to be protected from false 
prophets and false doctrines in the digital and internet age we 
have more than ever in need of spiritual leaders who are able to 
provide inspired protection.

Many Christians run to hear what they want to hear with the 
desire to see extraordinary healings of miracles? Miracles that 
very often are not of the extraordinary which is only a facade. 
Few Pastors today have enough guts to denounce all these ways 
of doing things in fear of losing their audience or simply of no 

longer being influential
The Word of God illustrates the need for spiritual covering 

The Tabernacle and all the objects in the Tabernacle were 
covered. The Priests themselves were covered to hide their 
nakedness. The Church must be covered by leaders whom God 
has called not self-proclaimed men and women who show by 
life and charisma that they have been qualified by the Holy 
Spirit. Those in charge are not called to rule over the church 
entrusted to them in a harsh and demanding manner but to give 
protection of love and confidence in the face of the seductions of 
the world. Today seductions come from:

Pride - Rejection of wisdom and common sense - Instability - 
Individualism - Intellectualism - Rebellion - Immorality

This is why Leaders must be good guides.

d) The Leader must be a Sentinel

The Leader must pray for discernment in order to watch over 
the flock entrusted to him.

The term “Sentinel” in Hebrew means: To look into the 
distance - To lean forward - To observe - To watch over - To 
watch over - To surround a hedge with thorns - To guard - To 
protect. But let us not forget that the Leader must above all take 
care of himself over his life of prayer, his associates etc.

The Leader must have good vision
One of the most important aspects of the Sentinel is to look far 

into the future and thus have a strategy for the future an action 
plan for the community for which it is responsible. How many 
churches do not know where their pastors are taking them? The 
Leader must be able to give the right direction to Christians he 
knows from his own experiences that we always reap what we 
sow and thus ensure the spiritual well-being of his collaborators 
and Christians in general.

Evidence Centre Evangelique 
International
Rev. Francois Forschle 
France

PE
AC

E



28  Church Growth International Fall 2021  29  

Dr. Yukio Funatsu 
Japan

Kanazawa Christ Church

On August 15, 1945, my home country of Japan, was defeated in World War Ⅱ 
and surrendered to the Allied Forces. A few days before that, the atomic bombs 
were dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki and many precious lives were lost. 
Even now, 76 years later, there are still people suffering from the effects of the 
atomic bombs.

At this year’s ceremony to remember the end of the war, His Majesty the 
Emperor of Japan said, “As I reflect deeply on the past, I pray that the misery of 
war will never be repeated”. Japan sent soldiers to China and Korea before that 
great war and invaded Southeast Asia. As a citizen of Japan, I deeply regret all 
the misery and suffering that we caused, and I would like to express my deepest 
apologies. The Ten Commandments of Moses states in Exodus 20:17”  You shall 
not covet your neighbor’s house”. However, Japan violated this commandment by 
taking many things from China, Korea and Southeast Asia.

About 35 years ago, I had the opportunity to visit the Muntinlupa Prison in 
the Philippines and give a Bible message to the prisoners on death row. After the 
meeting, one of the inmates came up to me and said, “ Young man, do you know 
what? Japanese soldiers suddenly came to this peaceful city of the Philippines. 
One day I looked out to the sea and saw many warships which brought soldiers 
here who killed many innocent Filipino. As for me, I am going to be executed 
soon for killing only two people. But your country has killed so many more. I 
told him with tears streaming down my face that I was so very sorry. It is true that 
Japan also violated the commandment of Moses, “ Thou shalt not kill”.

Several years ago, I was invited to talk at a local Rotary 
Club. A Shinto priest and a Buddhist monk were also 
invited to speak and the topic was “Peace”.

I read from James 4:1-2.” What is the source of fighting 
and conflicts among you? Is not the source your pleasures 
that wage war in your members? You lust and do not have; 
so you commit murder. You are envious and cannot obtain; 
so you fight and quarrel”. 

Warfare between nations and warfare between people are 
caused by sin in the human heart. Our Lord Jesus Christ 
came to take away our sins and died on the cross as a 
substitute for our sins. Amazingly, a doctor of a gynecology 
clinic who listened to my message that day confessed his 
sins and was saved.

I get up at 5:30 every morning to pray at the church for 
one hour and to remember the cleansing blood that brings 
peace. Colossians 1:20 says, “ For he has made peace 
through the blood of his cross, and has reconciled all things 
to himself through his Son”. Yes. Through Christ we can 
have peace with God and peace with man. Psalms 85:10 
says “ righteousness and peace have kissed each other” 

There is peace where things are made right.

The Bible says, “ Pursue peace”, “ Be united in the bond 
of peace”, and “ As far as you are able, be at peace with all 
men.”So, in response, I want to love and cherish peace.

However, Jesus said , “ Blessed are the peacemakers” So 
let us go from being peace-loving, a step further, to being 
peacemakers.



Do Not Be Anxious 
about Anything

Php. 4:6~7

We are living in the era of anxiety so we cannot find the real 
peace and joy in any place. The only way to get out of the 
prison of worries is to believe in Jesus. By believing in Jesus, 
we should be filled with the Holy Spirit to get peace and march 
forward with our eyes fixed on the faith of absolute positivity.  

1. Do not be anxious about anything
Our life is full of worries but the Bible asks us not to be 
worried. Jesus said that people without faith tend to have 
worries driven by the world. (Mt. 6:31-32) Worries don’t have 
any benefits. They take peace and joy away from our hearts. 
Let us be armed with the Word of God, being filled with the 
fullness of the Holy Spirit so that we can keep our hearts firm. 
When we take our worries over to God, God will take care of 
our lives. 

2. Give prayer and petition to God
To get rid of anxiety, we should pray with all our hearts. Prayer 
is the best gift that God has given us. When we pray, we are 
strengthened to overcome all the problems. Let us not focus 
on the problems. Rather, we should look at God who is greater 
than our problems. God doesn’t turn away from those who 
pray hard. With a strong faith which doesn’t fall back, let us 
experience the greatest miracle of God. (Jas. 5:16) 

3. Be thankful to God
The rapid answers of God will be achieved by our 
thanksgiving. We should not give thanks only when everything 
goes well. Regardless of our situation, we should give thanks to 
God by looking at the God who is good. Without giving thanks 
to God, our minds are easily full of negative thoughts driven 
by Satan, which lead to self- destruction. Therefore, we should 
believe in God who is good and give thanks to God at all times. 
Thanksgiving to God will lead us to salvation. (Ps. 50:23)  

4. Enjoy the peace of mind
When we pray hard and give thanks to God, all the worries 
we have will disappear and we eventually are filled with the 
peace of God. The peace of God goes beyond our reason and 
emotions. No matter how big the problems ahead of us are, we 
can enjoy the peace of God in Jesus. (Col. 3:15) Let us keep 
our heart strengthened with the peace of God thereby living a 
joyful life in Jesus.
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For I am convinced that neither death nor life, 
neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, 

nor any powers, neither height nor depth, 
nor anything else in all creation, 

will be able to separate us from the love of God that is 
in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Romans 8:38~39
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1.  Pray for those who suffered and are still 
suffering from Covid-19 Pandemic, and those 
who lost their family because of the virus. 

2.  Pray that God will heal them and provide 
their needs.

Prince Bedell |  Liberia

We are evangelizing the nation and equipping 
the churches in Pakistan. Pray for our 
outreach ministries. We have Christian Drug 
Rehabilitation center and through this, we are 
bringing people to Christ. Pray for our youth 
groups and for youth evangelism.

Rev. Aamir Riaz |  Pakistan

My prayer request goes to my country Nigeria. 
My country is in great chaos due to bad 
governance but the world is quiet about it. I’m 
not also forgetting to pray for Afghanistan and 
the entire world at large I hope and pray peace 
is restored one day.

Ubani onyedikachi Stephen |  Nigeria

Please pray for the revival as an effect of this 
global difficulties. This will usher many to turn 
to JESUS. That I as a pastor that GOD will use 
me to spark the message of REPENTANCE. 
Please pray for our church planting that this 
pandemic will not hinder.

Pastor Emma P. Canumay |  Philippines

For God’s intervention in our country so that the 
church should be allowed back to fellowship in 
higher numbers while observing the COVID-19 
health protocol. For God’s healing power to be 
experienced with our nation as we are currently 
having a high death rate because of COVID-19.

PItso Mochela |  South Africa

Pray for my children to love God and marry 
with God’s choice. Please pray that my mother 
will not to discriminate us and my husband will 
love God and we will have a healthy marriage. 

Yenni Seihu |  Indonesia

1. To overthrow the military junta in Myanmar.
2.  Pray for the good president and good 

government who love the people of Myanmar 
to rule the country.

3.  Pray for Covid-19 patients and for the 
eradication of the virus.

4.  Pray for Spiritual revival in Myanmar 
especially through the time of Covid-19 and 
civil war.

Pastor Lian Kho Thang |  Myanmar

Please pray for God’s continuous guidance and 
strength to reach out to Hindu, Sikh and Muslim 
friends and disciple them. Despite of Covid-19 
restrictions and affects, may the Lord provide all 
our needs to help the poor and suffering people 
with groceries, medicines, counseling, and 
online educations. Our churches are closed for 
more than 18months and works and business 
of church members have been decreased, so 
paying church rentals and taking care of other 
ministries are becoming tough. Please pray for 
God’s provision.

Pastor Mark Sudhir |  India

1. Pray for peace in the world
2. Pray for the end of covid-19
3.  Pray for peace in my country of origin 

Cameroon which is at war now. For my family, 
and everyone in our Church (EMMANUEL 
CHURCH) that the Lord should protect them 
during this difficult moment.

Kuma Eric kimal |  USA

Please send us your prayer requests to info@cgikorea.kr with the following details that we may share in the 
upcoming CGI magazine editions : 1. Name  2. Country  3. Prayer Request (with a brief explanation)

EVENT

The CGI Board Member’s Church

Event Victory Conference 
Date October 5-8, 2021
Venue  Victyory Life Centre, Perth, Western Australia
For more information https://victorylifecentre.com.au/conference

Victory Life Centre
Dr. Margaret Court | Australia 

Event The 35th Interdenominational Fasting Crusade for All Working Professionals
Date July 6-9, 2021
Venue  Osanri Choi Jasil Memorial Fasting Prayer Mountain, Gyeonggido, Korea

Yoido Full Gospel Church
Dr. Younghoon Lee | Republic of Korea 

PRAYER REQUEST



Faithfulness
NEXT ISSUE

The Fruit of the Holy Spirit
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