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Church Growth International(CGI) is an international institute inaugurated in Nov.1976 by Dr. David Yonggi Cho.

The CGI has growing more and more with joining more pastors and leaders of Christian world from many 
nations. 
Especially the board members of CGI are well-known Christian leaders as a pastor or theologist or evangelist. 
They all agreed the purpose of CGI and willingly joined CGI for the sake of the Load. The purpose of CGI is to 
promote the growth of the churches all over the wolrd, making an example of successful pastors and churches 
based on the biblical principle.
The board of CGI consists of 63 pastors and doctors of church growth from more than 25 countries. CGI as a 
global international institute holds a world church growth conference and seminar annually, or once every two 
years in the major cities of the world. Every odd year the conference is held in Seoul Korea. To this day, it has 
hosted 600 seminars in 100 countries with 12,200,000 participants.
In addition, it publishes church growth related books in English. And English magazine “Church Growth 
International” published delivers to read to the 18,000 subscribers in 181 countries. In 2020 CGI starts to 
provide webzine for the members.
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1. Hope in God’s Great Mysterious Works.

2. Write Down Your Dreams.

3.  Start from the Petty Matters as You Strive to 

Achieve Your Dreams.

4.  Always Cherish and Expand Your Dreams of Hope!
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If we have dreams in our hearts, we need to look at 
ourselves as if our dreams have already come to pass, 
and make positive declarations with faith, then God 
makes our dreams come true. How precious our dream 
is! We must draw a picture of our dream in our hearts 
and keep looking at it. By continuously looking at it 
and declaring it positively and hopefully, amazingly our 
dream will come true. 

Reformist Martin Luther said, “If we look into the 
world with glasses of fear, the whole world will be seen 
filled with worries and fear while if we look into the 
world with glasses of faith, everything will look like 
something to be thankful for and also good and even the 
hand of God will be revealed.” According to one’s frame 
of thinking, every circumstance will look different along 
with its interpretation and result. Therefore, what we see 
is very important.

1. Laws of seeing and Red Sea incident

It would benefit us if we get to comprehend the law of 
seeing, by looking at the event of the Israelites’ crossing 

the Red Sea. In Exodus, Pharaoh of Egypt mobilized his 
entire army and chased after the Israelites. The Israelites 
who saw the strongest army of Egypt were all in fear. 

Exodus 14:10-12 says, “As Pharaoh approached, 
the Israelites looked up, and there were the Egyptians, 
marching after them. The Israelites complained against 
Moses. However, Moses said to the Israelites, “Look up 
to God who fights for Israel with faith! Do not fear the 
Egyptians who follow us to attack, but look up to God!” 
Then God drowned the whole army of Egypt in the Red 
Sea.

Exodus 14:13-14 says, “Moses answered the people, 
‘Do not be afraid. Stand firm and you will see the 
deliverance the LORD will bring you today. The 
Egyptians you see today you will never see again. The 
LORD will fight for you; you need only to be still.’” 

Proverbs 3:25-26 says, “Have no fear of sudden 
disaster or of the ruin that overtakes the wicked, for the 
LORD will be your confidence and will keep your foot 
from being snared.” 

We Christians live by faith so line or circle or plane 
which belong to the third dimensional world have Dr
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m
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Have a Dream 
and Look into It

nothing to do with us but only that which is beyond 
cubics and belongs to the dimension of the Holy Spirit 
relates to us; to believe is our start while without faith 
we can’t work for victory.

2. Laws of seeing and twelve spies

Andrew’s faith was small. John 6:8-9 say, “Another 
of Concerning the law of seeing and the twelve scouts, 
Moses and Aaron chose twelve scouts to explore the 
land of Canaan for forty days. However, ten spies 
among them looked to the armed castles and giants and 
gave negative reports that they could not conquer the 
land.

Numbers 13:32-33 says, “And they spread among the 
Israelites a bad report about the land they had explored. 
They said, ‘The land we explored devours those living 
in it. All the people we saw there are of great size. We 
saw the Nephilim there (the descendants of Anak come 
from the Nephilim). We seemed like grasshoppers in 
our own eyes, and we looked the same to them.’” 

When they gave a report, it would have been much 
better if they had given a positive report, but they 
concluded it with negative words. Ten spies first gave 
Moses this account: “We went into the land to which 
you sent us, and it does flow with milk and honey! Here 
is its fruit.”(Numbers 13:27) They showed its fruit in 
front of them. However, their report didn’t stop at this. 
The next verse 28 started with the negative word, “But.”

“But the people who live there are powerful, and 
the cities are fortified and very large. We even saw 
descendants of Anak there.”(Numbers 13:28)

Even though the land flowed with milk and honey 

according to the Word of God, they could not enter it 
due to huge obstacles. 

If they gave a positive report from the beginning, 
everything would have ended positively. However, their 
words were negative and denied the whole positive 
report. It is the same with us more often than not. The 
words of the Bible are true, but we doubt whether it will 
come to pass or not. Our problems seem bigger like the 
descendants of Anak while we seemed like grasshoppers 
in our own eyes. Then how can the Word of God come to 
pass for me? We have doubts like this. 

James 1:6-7 says, “But when he asks, he must believe 
and not doubt, because he who doubts is like a wave of 
the sea, blown and tossed by the wind. That man should 
not think he will receive anything from the Lord.”

Don’t doubt! When we move forward with faith, we 
shouldn’t doubt at all. If doubt comes to us, complaints 
begin. No matter how many obstacles there are, we 
must believe that God will accomplish what He said. 
Joshua and Caleb followed the law of visualization 
and looked at the beautiful fruit and life in the land and 
reported it accordingly while the ten spies were negative 
in their report.

3. Laws of seeing and two results

“Joshua son of Nun and Caleb son of Jephunneh, who 
were among those who had explored the land, tore their 
clothes and said to the entire Israelite assembly, ‘The 
land we passed through and explored is exceedingly 
good. If the LORD is pleased with us, he will lead us 
into that land, a land flowing with milk and honey, and 
will give it to us.’”(Numbers 14:6-8)

DREAMSARTICLE

Dr. Yonggi Cho
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They began to fight each other. There were two 
results of the law of seeing. The ten spies and the people 
who grumbled and complained after hearing a negative 
report could not enter the promised land and lived 
wandering around in the desert for forty years. 

Numbers 14:26-27 says, “The LORD said to Moses 
and Aaron: 

‘How long will this wicked community grumble 
against me? I have heard the complaints of these 
grumbling Israelites.’”

God always listens to what we complain about and to 
what we say negatively.

“So tell them, ‘As surely as I live, declares the LORD, 
I will do to you the very things I heard you say: In this 
desert your bodies will fall--every one of you twenty 
years old or more who was counted in the census and 
who has grumbled against me. 

Not one of you will enter the land I swore with 
uplifted hand to make your home, except Caleb son of 
Jephunneh and Joshua son of Nun.’”(Numbers 14:28-
30)

God was enraged at their wrong words. Nowadays 
emotional contagion is widespread like the flue and 
the contagion of the corona virus is very dangerous. 

Furthermore, human emotion is also contagious. 
Knowingly or unknowingly, we imitate others’ facial 
expression or behavior and spread our emotion and 
we call it emotional contagion. Interestingly negative 
emotion is more rapidly spread than positive emotion. 
The Israelites responded more quickly to the bad report 
of ten spies than the good news delivered by Joshua and 
Caleb; complaints and murmuring instantly transmitted 
to the whole Israelite community. Nevertheless, Joshua 
and Caleb who followed the law of visualization by 
faith finally ate the fruit of faith. 

Numbers 14:24 says, “But because my servant Caleb 
has a different spirit and follows me wholeheartedly, 
I will bring him into the land he went to, and his 
descendants will inherit it.” 

Hebrews 3:7-8 says, “So, as the Holy Spirit says: 
‘Today, if you hear His voice, do not harden your hearts 
as you did in the rebellion, during the time of testing in 
the desert.’”

Do you have a dream? God is not pleased with those 
who have no dream in their hearts. If we have a dream 
in our hearts, we will see it by faith. Next, we can 
confess it with our mouths. God watches over us while 
we have a dream and look at it and confess it with our 

mouths and finally makes it come to pass! God loves 
you when you live a life with a dream in your heart.

 When you look at your dream, God also looks at it 
with you and is pleased with you. When you confess it 
with your mouth, the Lord really loves it! He will say, “I 
am listening to what you say!”

When Moses faced difficulty, He didn’t rely on his 
strength but on God only. So he said to the Israelites, 
“Moses answered the people, ‘Do not be afraid. Stand 
firm and you will see the deliverance the LORD will 
bring you today. The Egyptians you see today you will 
never see again.’”(Exodus 14:13)

Pastor Charles H. Spurgeon said that the end of 
humans is the start of God. Now you may say, “This 
is the end of the world. I am ruined. Nothing can be 
possible.” Then God says, “Commit it to Me. This is my 
start” Your end is the beginning of God.

 However, if you say, “God, please back off!” 
God will retreat, saying, “You may realize only after 
suffering hardships.” Therefore, when we face the end 
of the world, please commit it to God. He will be a new 
start. When we confront difficulty, if we try to handle 
it on our own, God won’t work at all. If we move 
forward saying, “Whether life or death, prosperity or 
destruction, I will depend on you only.” God takes the 
whole responsibility and starts to work for us. God says, 
“Call to me and I will answer you and tell you great and 
unsearchable things you do not know.”(Jeremiah 33:3)

When we pray God will work a miraculous thing for 
us.

Our dream can overcome any fear. When we have a 
dream, we can conquer fear. God gave a dream to Moses 
saying, “So now, go. I am sending you to Pharaoh to 
bring my people the Israelites out of Egypt.”(Exodus 
3:10)

As Moses had a God-given dream in his heart, 

he wasn’t in despair no matter how menacingly the 
Egyptian army pursued the Israelites or how desperately 
the Red Sea was in their way but firmly believed that 
God would deliver them from them all.

As God promised to make Israel cross the Red Sea 
and to deliver them he held the dream for good and 
looked at it and boldly confessed it. Those who have 
no dream will be easily in despair and frustrated when 
they have to face difficulties. However, those who have 
a God-given dream in their hearts, they believe that 
God will make it come to pass surely and overcome all 
hardships and difficulties beyond what is expected.

When God is with us, There is nothing to worry 
about. God wants to make our dream happen. As God 
promises that He will accomplish whatever we wish, 
He wants to make it happen through us. When you 
have what you dream in your heart and see it and keep 
confessing it with your mouth, the work of faith will 
manifest and the Holy Spirit will appear to make an 
amazing end result for us. Even though we can’t see any 
evidence with our eyes, if we move forward relying on 
God, He will work for us.

Dr. Yonggi Cho
•  Republic of Korea
•  Senior Pastor Emeritus   
Yoido Full Gospel Church

•  Chairman   
Church Growth International

Then Caleb silenced the people 
before Moses and said, 

“We should go up and take possession of 
the land, for we can certainly do it.”

Numbers 13:30
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live in a wheelchair. I will live in despair. I will live in 
darkness and poverty throughout my life.”

When he was a sophomore at high school, his friend 
helped him with his school bags and proclaimed the 
gospel to him. Chang followed him to the church and 
experienced the grace of God. His life totally changed 
after coming to the church. He used to sigh and lament 
about his fate as a disabled person, but he rejoiced in the 
Lord giving thanks to Him. He learned how to play the 
flute at the church. Then, he played the flute in his high 
school band. His life as a flautist began.

He learned how to play the flute by himself. He went 
to the practice rooms of the college campus and asked 
music students to teach him. His cardiopulmonary 
function increased as he played the flute. His health 
improved too. He had a dream that he would give glory 
to God as a flautist going around the world. However, 
he did not get admitted to the college he wanted to go. 

God told Chang to serve the Lord with his talent in 
flute. So, he came to church and gave children flute 
lessons. He also formed a band at his church. By his 
effort, a total of twenty praise teams and orchestras 
were founded in his area in six years. Then, God 
opened a door for him. Even though he could not go 
to college he wanted to go in Korea, God opened the 
door and sent him to Austria to study. He went to Wien 
Conservatorium, Vienna, Austria, and finished the ten-
year combined course of college, graduate school, and 
Artist Diploma in six years. 

Chang came back to Korea and began to teach at 
various music colleges and conservatories. He also 
played the flute music in many concerts. He became 
famous and rich. Then, he began to neglect serving the 
Lord little by little. God loved him so much that He 
disciplined him. Chang was suddenly in heavy debt. His 
health deteriorated all of a sudden. He suffered from 
complications of various diseases. He found himself 

way down in the pit. He thought to himself, “All at 
once, I have lost the blessings that I received while I 
was serving the Lord with great joy.”

Chang cried out to the Lord repenting of his sins with 
tears. The Lord recovered his health and poured His 
grace on him. He also called him to ministry. Chang 
went to a seminary and became a pastor. He formed 
an ensemble of flautists, giving glory to God through 
their performance. He plays the flute at praise worship 
services for those who are in deep despair. He raises 
some funds to provide emergency vehicles at the 
nursing homes helping out heating bills for the elderlies 
who live alone, holding charity music concerts, and 
doing many other good works. He was awarded the 
Prime Minister Prize at the Festival for the Disabled 
Artists in 2013. Chang founded a chamber orchestra, 
Wood Cross Flute Ensemble, visiting remote areas of 
Korea and praising the Lord through their music.

We should look at our changed self in the Lord Jesus. 
Let us have holy dreams. Let us look at the people and 
the world through the cross of the Lord Jesus. I pray that 
you will march forward with faith. This is my earnest 
prayer for you in the name of the Lord. God bless you.

Do You 
Have a Dream?
Dr. Younghoon Lee
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Dr. Younghoon Lee
•  Republic of Korea
•  Senior Pastor   
Yoido Full Gospel Church

There is something common amongst with those who 
are successful. They have dreams and passion for their 
lives. Their dreams and passion yield success as the gift 
from God. On the contrary, people who have no dreams 
or passion cannot do anything great. Since we believe 
in Jesus Christ, we should march forward with faith and 
the holy dreams in the Lord.

We are not just average people but the men and 
women of God. We are the spiritual leaders who will 
change the world. This world would become a happier 
place and be changed because of us. On the other hand, 
if we do not pray and, thus, if we lose our spiritual 
leadership, this world would be darker. It will cause a 
lot more problems. Therefore, let us have holy dreams 
in the Lord every day and pray hard to achieve them. 
We must march forward with faith doing our best in 
whatever we do.

When God is with us, we will be greatly blessed. 
After believing in Jesus, we should live with the sense 
of prosperity. That is because the God whom we 
believe and serve is truly a good God and because the 
Lord Jesus through whom we approach God gives us 
prosperity as His gift for us.

2 Corinthians 8:9 says, “For you know the grace 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet 
for your sake he became poor, so that you through his 

poverty might become rich.” On the cross, Jesus solved 
all our problems of poverty, curses, diseases, and death. 
Believing in Jesus, we will enjoy both spiritual and 
physical prosperities. All things will go well with us. 
We will gain life in the Lord to the full. Not only that, 
we can overcome death in the end and go into eternal 
heaven.

We should never forget that believing in Jesus is the 
greatest happiness, blessing, grace, and miracle. When 
we become prosperous in our lives, we should know 
that it is by the grace and blessing of God. We should 
give thanks and glory to God and take care of the 
impoverished, the neglected, the sick, or the troubled 
with the love of Jesus Christ. As the blessed men and 
women of God, we should share our blessings with 
them. Luke 6:38 says, “Give, and it will be given to 
you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together 
and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with 
the measure you use, it will be measured to you.” We 
have to pray, “Dear Lord, help us have holy dreams in 
you. Help us proclaim our dreams every day, marching 
forward by holding onto the Word of your promises.”

I want you to have holy dreams that go beyond your 
imagination. God will lead you to your dreams and 
greatly bless you. Do not slump down with despair, 
looking at your miserable past or the failures in your 
past. March forward with faith and holy dreams in the 
Lord. Then God will perform miracles in your life.

I want to tell you about Pastor Eun-Do Chang who 
has a disability due to polio. When he was three years 
old, the polio virus penetrated into his spines. Chang 
contracted polio and the lower half of his body got 
paralyzed. He had a surgery at the age of nine and 
went through a total of four operations. He has to use a 
wheelchair or crutches to move around. Before meeting 
God, he felt that he was a total failure. He lamented 
about his destiny with disabilities, “I am doomed to 



Praise be to the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! 

In his great mercy he has given us new birth 
into a living hope through the resurrection 

of Jesus Christ from the dead,
- 1 Peter 1:3

“No eye has seen, no ear has heard, 
no mind has conceived what 

God has prepared for those who love him” 
but God has revealed it to us by his Spirit. 

The Spirit searches all things, 
even the deep things of God.

- 1 Corinthians 2:9-10
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Destiny of 
A Local Church
Dr. David E. Sumrall

DREAMSARTICLE

I talk to many frustrated young pastors and many 
churches who love their pastors but are also frustrated 
with what seems to be a new vision every few years. 
From all I see in scripture, the destiny for a people 
does not change with the leader. Israel moved through 
generations of new leaders but lived with one clear 
vision of what God wanted for them from Abraham 
until today.   Let us reflect on an all too familiar story 
of the smaller great churches that never achieve their 
destiny. These are churches with solid members who 
love God, pray, love the word, and are faithful.  But, 
each new pastor leaves within a few years telling the 
same story, “these people will not follow the dream God 
put in my heart.” The people grow more disillusioned 
with each new “vision casting” by each new pastor. 
How many of these churches would become the great 
churches in their cities if as pastors we simply learned 
that we have given to the people to lead them to their 
destiny – the destiny God has for the local church -  and 
not the people given to us as tools to fulfill our dreams.  
We serve God and His people. They do not serve us. 
Jesus and Paul are great examples of this servanthood 
to the people. Moses is  a  prime example of not having 
a personal dream but leading the people into the vision 
God had for them as a people

A beautiful word used in the  New Testament that 
illustrates this thought is “topos.”  It rather simplistically 

translated, means the office, and the ministry 
opportunities that flow to that office. 

Judas  left His topos (Acts 1:25)
Esau sold his  topos. (Heb 12:16)
A local church can be removed from their topos (Rev 

2:5)
Each local church has a distinct office and set of 

opportunities laid out by the Lord of the Harvest.  Each 
local church has a set of talented members that Jesus 
has joined to them, and a pastoral leadership team 
anointed to lead them to that destiny.  If as pastors we 
can prayerfully discern God’s plan for the people, being 
willing to serve God and the people by leading them to 
their destiny, the great commission can be fulfilled in 
our generation. God has not given the people to use the 
tools to work and finance our dreams. He has given us 
as leaders to be His tool to lead the people to His dream 
for them

Dr. David Sumrall
• Philippines
•  Senior Pastor   
Cathedral Of Praise

to take over this apostolic ministry, 
which Judas left to go where he belongs.
Acts 1:25

See that no one is sexually immoral, 
or is godless like Esau, 
who for a single meal sold 
his inheritance rights as the oldest son.
Heb 12:16

Remember the height from which you have fallen! 

Repent and do the things you did at first. 

If you do not repent, I will come to you 

and remove your lampstand from its place.

Rev 2:5
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We have been given by God, the honor and the privilege 
to be able to dream, to be able to see into the future what 
does not exist, but what God has planned. It’s powerful, 
what Dr. Cho says, “We must choose to live with dreams 
and visions in our hearts.”

Our dreams are not something incidental. They have the 
power to change our future. God had a dream through Jesus 
that the Kingdom of God would be established on the earth; 
that we would become a city on a hill. He knew we would 
be able to see things happen; miraculous deliverances, the 
dominion and the powers of darkness broken, so that the 
kingdom of God would rise up and cities and nations would 
be changed by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Jesus appeared to the eleven disciples right there on a 
mountain in Galilee and He gave them a directive. He was 
clear. He was emphatic. He said this in Matthew 28:18. 
Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven 
and on earth has been given to me. Therefore, go and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”

Verse 20; “And teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to 
the very end of the age.” Jesus said, “I have all authority. I 
have all power, not only in heaven, but on earth.” He was 
reminding them that He was sending them out under His 
authority. They were to reach out and begin by making 
disciples. 

The disciples had watched Jesus for three years. They had 
been right beside Him. They had meals together, ate some 

good fish. They were out on the boats where the men were 
fishing. They walked through the streets, saw signs and 
wonders, and miracles all the time. In whatever they were 
doing, Jesus was teaching them the way. He wanted them to 
succeed. They needed to listen to the teachings so they could 
experience this new, incredible life. Jesus was simply saying, 
“I want you to do what you have seen me do over the last 
three years.” The Gospel will change the nations of the world. 

Today, He’s saying to each one of us, “I want you, as 
you go, to make disciples. Not attenders, not lookers, not 
listeners only, not evaluators or simply sitters.”

He is saying, “As you go through your day, wherever 
you are, don’t lose sight of your mission.” The mission is 
eternal. The mission is not of the church. The mission is 
not of an institution. The mission is something that came 
down from heaven. And Jesus said, “I have all authority. 
The enemy does not have the power and the dominion, I’m 
giving you the dominion. Don’t cower. Don’t be reticent. 
Don’t back up. Don’t act like you can’t do it.” He’s saying 
to his disciples, “I’ve been with you for three years. You’re 
men of God. Now get up. Don’t stay in the fishing boat with 
your guys and fish all night and talk about the good things I 
used to say.”

In fact, he didn’t say, “I want you to look around. I want 
you to think about it. I want you to try some things.” He 
used the action verb. What He said was profound. In Greek, 
it means that you need to GO. That means you don’t hang 
out with Christians for the rest of your life. We have a city 
to win, dominions to be broken, demons to be conquered. 
He said, “Now you go and make disciples and change the 
world.” I want you to be radical believers, not spiritually 
bipolar; acting like you’re living it, but you’re in the world, 
you think of the world, you do things according to the 
world. He’s not talking about a casual believer. He’s talking 
about radical sons and daughters of the kingdom that are 
a threat to the gates of hell, that cannot be conquered. We 
may step into situations that are somehow precarious, but 
we do not cower or back up because we are called and sent. 
You are called and I am called to make disciples. I

We all have to ask ourselves the question, who am 

I discipline and who are they discipline? Remember 
the disciples did not pick Jesus. Jesus chose them. The 
disciple does not wait for people to come to them. They 
are aggressive. They follow the Holy Spirit. And the Holy 
Spirit will show us who, when, and why. Several months 
ago, before the nation closed down, and the gym, I was in 
the cold plunge and it is very cold 48 degrees. There was a 
young man there. I got to know him a little more; his name 
is Gerard. We talked together. We were sure praying that we 
would make it out of the cold water that day.

And then in May, he texts me and he said, “Hey, when 
will the church open up?” He’s been coming by here now 
on a regular basis. He brought a friend with him these last 
few weeks. Last week, the Holy Spirit said, “Call him, get 
together with him.” It’s very easy when we simply listen to 
the Holy Spirit. He shows us what to say. All we have to do 
is listen, we don’t have to be a psychiatrist. We don’t have 
to be schooled or have a counseling degree, but we can be 
sensitive to the Holy Spirit and love people.

I talked a little bit about making disciples. A couple of 
days later, he texts me and he said, “Hey, I got my brother. 
I’m going to disciple him.” We are called to make disciples. 
In John chapter 15 Jesus is talking to the disciples, to help 
them be a disciple before making disciples. Jesus is up 
in the upper room. They’re standing there, and making 
disciples is his last teaching before he goes to the cross.

John 15:13 says “Greater love has no one than this, to lay 
down one’s life for one’s friend.” What He is saying is there 
is an array of love. I can do something, I can show love. 
But he says, “The greater love, the greatest love, is when I 
lay down my life for,” notice what he says here, “for one’s 
friends.” 

What he is saying here is that we have to come to a point 
of laying down one’s life for a friend. And when it says, 
“Lay down your life,” it’s talking about, deny yourself, take 
up your cross, or in essence, die to yourself. Don’t allow 
your carnal nature to rule. We are thankful that through the 
power of the Holy Spirit and the grace of God, we are able 
to do this.

I believe that the Lord is saying very specifically this, “My 

people must come together in the power of the Holy Spirit.”
This is the time to see the expansion of love through 

discipleship. I sense the Holy Spirit saying to every single 
person, “I want you to reach out to one, two, or three 
people. You don’t have to meet personally, you can be safe. 
I want you to reach out to three people and have a video 
call We need to make sure no person is by themselves.  You 
have something to give. They have something to give. We 
can get on a call. We can listen. We can be a community.

I’m announcing today that this is a time for us to stand. 
The hope of your city is not the world or the culture, the 
hope of your city is the people of God. If the people of 
God have disseminated into their own corners and are just 
shrinking back; Listen, we are not of the world. We are not 
like everyone else. We are the people of God. Think of the 
persecution that the three Hebrew children suffered. Think 
of what Daniel went through. Daniel would not bow. “Well, 
if you don’t bow, we’re going to put you over here, in a 
fiery furnace and we’re going to take you out, big guy.” And 
Daniel said, “If that’s the case, bring it on.” We cannot give 
in. We cannot give up. 

Proverbs 3:5-6 MSG translation says. “Trust God. From 
the bottom of your heart. Don’t try to figure everything out. 
Listen to God’s voice in everything you do, everywhere 
you go.” Don’t you stop trusting. You be brave. You be 
courageous.” Remember what Jesus did. The Bible says in 
Colossians 2:15, He disarmed the powers and principalities 
and made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them 
through the cross. We are not cowering. We are the people 
of God!

Dr. Alex Clattenburg
• USA
•   Founder & Senior Pastor  
Church In The Son

On Earth As It Is 
In Heaven
Dr. Alex Clattenburg
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I press on toward the goal to win the prize 
for which God has called me 
heavenward in Christ Jesus. 

Philippians 3:14

Delight yourself in the LORD 
and he will give you the desires of your heart. 

Commit your way to the LORD; trust in him 
and he will do this: He will make your

righteousness shine like the dawn, 
the justice of your cause like the noonday sun.  

Psalms 37:4-6
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Dreaming big is exciting and energizing.  When you 
redirect your life so you are going after your dream, your 
passion gets stirred up, your juices start flowing, and you 
want to seize every day as if it’s the only day that mattered.  
Your spirit soars, you feel every emotion more deeply, and 
you realize why you were created by God.  Dreaming, and 
pursuing that dream, is the healthiest, most rewarding thing a 
person can do.

But in that energy and excitement lurks a danger.  A dream 
can be wrecked by the very passion and energy that fuel it if 
the dream is not managed correctly.  

Finish Strong

In his book Finishing Strong: Going the Distance for 
Your Family, Steve Farrar recounts the story of three young 
evangelists who burst onto the American scene in 1945.  
Their names were Billy Graham, Bron Clifford, and Chuck 
Templeton.  All three were in their mid-twenties, and each 
rose to quick prominence because of his speaking abilities.  
Each packed out auditoriums across the country.

One seminary president heard Templeton address an 
audience of thousands, and he was so impressed that he 
called him the most talented young preacher in America.  
Templeton and Graham became close friends and preached 
together for the Youth for Christ organization.  But most 
people thought Templeton would be the successful one of 
the two.  One magazine featured him in an article and called 
him “the Baby Ruth of evangelism”.  The article didn’t even 
mention Graham.

Bron Clifford was tall, dashing, intelligent, and elegant.  
He was so gifted that he was called the most powerful 
preacher in the church in centuries.  People lined up for 
hours to hear him.   He was so attractive and charming 
that Hollywood tried to get him to play the lead role in the 
famous movie The Robe.

But a few years later, things had changed for two of 
these three men.  In just five years Chuck Templeton left 
the ministry, declaring that he no longer believed Jesus 
Christ was the Son of God.  He pursued a career in radio 
and became a newscaster.  The “Babe Ruth” of evangelism 
gave it up entirely; today, his name resides in the annals 
of evangelical obscurity.  By 1954, Clifford had lost his 
family, his ministry, and his health because of financial 
irresponsibility and alcohol abuse.  He left his wife and their 
two Down’s Syndrome children.  At the age of thirty-five, he 
died in a cheap hotel on the edge of Amarillo, Texas.  

Billy Graham, of course, went on to be the best-known, 
most beloved evangelist of the second half of the twentieth 
century – a spiritual advisor to seven US Presidents and one 
of the most respected men in the world.

Two had sprinted, but one ran the distance race.
Your success in following your dreams won’t be judged by 

how you start but by how you finish.*
The Bible says, “The end of a thing is better than its 

beginning” (Eccles. 7:8).  I learned this as a runner in junior 
high school.  I tried out for the 100-yard dash, but I was not 
as fast as the rest of the boys.  But I had determination, so I 
began running the mile and winning.  Then I ran the 2-mile 
race.  I discovered that if I kept going, I could outlast my 
opponents, outlast my doubts, and outlast my struggles.  All I 
had to do was set my pace and keep going.

Life is a road that tests your dream.   What will your dream 
look like in ten years?  Twenty years?  Are you ready to go 
the distance?

Let me share a few simple strategies to help you finish 
life’s race strong.

Dr
ea

m
s

Stick to one thing

I have a friend who runs a business that employs 2,800 
people and has a payroll of $1 million a week.  He once told 
me, “Whenever I have invested in a venture outside my own 
business, I’ve lost money and failed.  I’ve concluded that 
when I invest in my own business, it prospers.  God gave me 
this business as the one thing I can do, so I focus on it.”  This 
man is one of the most generous men I know, and he has 
supported ministries in countless ways.

Paul said in Philippians 3:13, “This one thing I do”.  Stick 
to the one dream in your heart.

Get a fresh vision of the finish line

At the time of this writing, I am in my eighties, and I 
understand that it is just as important, if not more important, 
for me to have a fresh vision now than when I was in my 
twenties.  

Now that I am nearer the finish line my dream is to help 
others reach their dreams.  This gives me a purpose.

Don’t quit

In studying the lives of great men in history and in the 
Bible, I have found there is a particular honor in wanting 
to quit but not actually quitting.  The prophet Jeremiah 
wanted to quit.  He went to the woods, got a little cabin with 
a fishing hole nearby, and quit the ministry – so to speak.  
But the Word of God burned in his bones like a fire, and he 
eventually said, “I cannot constrain myself.”

Abraham, the friend of God, the man who walked with God, 
wanted to quit.  He got depressed and left his dream to go to 
Egypt.  But he didn’t quit forever, and his dream was fulfilled.

Peter, who walked on water and was the leader of the 
disciples, wanted to quit.  When Jesus was crucified, Peter 
denied the Lord and even cursed God, and then he ran home 
to resume his maritime career.  But he soon returned to his 
higher calling.

Thomas, who later died as a martyr, wanted to quit.  He 
would not believe Jesus had risen again.

John the Baptist, whom the Bible calls the greatest man 

born of a woman, doubted his salvation and wanted to quit.
Noah wanted to quit.  Moses wanted to quit.  Daniel 

wanted to quit.
Great preachers like Charles Spurgeon, who built one 

of the greatest churches of all time, wanted to quit.  Martin 
Luther wanted to quit.  Winston Churchill suffered from 
depression throughout his life and many times wanted to 
quit.  But none of them did.

Every great man I have ever known or read about has 
considered quitting.  That tells us something: wanting to quit is 
a sign of success.  In fact, the more responsibility you have, the 
more you will want to quit.  As a dreamer, you can enjoy the 
luxury of wanting to quit… if you know that you will not quit.

I want a heart like David who said, “My heart is steadfast” 
(Ps. 57:7).  That is the commitment of a dreamer.  We can 
yearn to quit because we know we never will.  

Give Up Some Dreams

One of my dreams had been to own a house on a golf 
course with a lake nearby so I could retreat there and watch 
the ducks fly and fish jump.  I even bought a piece of 
property on a golf course in Flagstaff, Arizona, and was ready 
to build my retirement cottage.  But I gave up that dream so 
I could use my time, energy, and money to build a church in 
Los Angeles.  I sold my beautiful golf course property and 
got an apartment in downtown Los Angeles.  Did I lose one 
dream?  Yes.  Did I gain a better one?  Absolutely!

I am convinced that we should never catch up to our 
dreams.  If you accomplish everything you wanted to in 
life and still have time left over, you need to dream again.  
Dream bigger and better than before.

Dream for 
a Lifetime
Dr. Tommy Barnett

DREAMSARTICLE

* Steve Farrar, Finishing Strong; Going the Distance for your Family(Sisters, 
OR: Multnomah, 1996).  

Dr. Tommy Barnett
•  USA
•  Associate pastor   
Phoenix First Assembly



Thanksgiving Day
Enter his gates with thanksgiving 

and his courts with praise; 
give thanks to him and praise his name.

Psalms 100:4



Your Old Man 
Will Dream Dreams

Acts 2:14~19

Abraham waited more than ten years by expecting that 
God will give him a son. However, his prayers were 
without dreams, and time went by without his prayers being 
answered. One day, God took him outside, showed him 
the stars in the sky, and said, “So shall your offspring be.” 
Abraham dreamed of having many descendants by looking 
at the stars in the sky. He prayed with faith by having dreams 
and finally got his answer to his prayer.

1. Dream makes the impossible possible
1)  Abraham entered the land of Canaan with dreams given 

by God. (Gen. 12:1)
2)  A dream makes the impossible possible. Things that were 

thought impossible such as traveling in space or exploring 
the moon became possible because of someone who had 
dreams. (Mark. 11:24)

3)  Not having dreams makes you depressed, listless, and to 
live a life without purpose. (Prov. 29:18)

2. Moses and the Israelites were dreamers
1)  God said that He will bring the Israelites out of Egypt 

through Moses. Even though it was impossible with 
human thoughts, Moses chose a dream of getting out of 
Egypt. (Exod. 3:10)

2)  We need to determine “whether we will follow human 

thoughts or follow dreams.” (Deut. 26:8~9)
3)  A dream is like a vessel. When we prepare a vessel called 

a dream, God works. (Ps. 37:4)

3. Dream is the power that drives our lives
1)  A dream is the driving force that drives our lives. Just as 

even good cars cannot move forward without fuel, people 
cannot move forward without dreams. (Ps. 107:30)

2)  People who believe in God must live their lives by having 
dreams. The Holy Spirit gives us dreams and hopes in 
our hearts. Through this, He works to bring changes and 
creation into our lives. (Phil. 2:13)

Conclusion
The third dimension is the physical world, and the fourth 
dimension is the spiritual world. We became the fourth 
dimensional existence by believing in Jesus and being born 
again. We can now freely have fellowship with the Holy 
Spirit. We work with the Holy Spirit through our thoughts, 
dreams, faith, and creative mouth confession. Therefore, 
even if we face difficult situations, we cannot fall in despair 
or give up. If we continue to move forward without losing 
dreams in the Lord, the Holy Spirit will work amazing things 
through those dreams.

Fall 2020  29  28  Church Growth International

No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel:  
‘In the last days, God says, 
I will pour out my Spirit on all people. 
Your sons and daughters will prophesy, 
your young men will see visions, 
your old men will dream dreams. 
Even on my servants, both men and women, 
I will pour out my Spirit in those days, 
and they will prophesy. 
I will show wonders in the heaven above 
and signs on the earth below, 
blood and fire and billows of smoke.   
Acts 2:16-19
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How good and 
pleasant it is
when brothers live 
together in unity!     
- Psalms 133:1



PRAYER REQUEST

Please Pray for Us
These are prayer request from CGI members all over the world. 
Please pray that they will get the answer according to God’s plan!

Pastor Simon Peter Kaleem |  Pakistan

The church of Pakistan is suffering with a 
great persecution and discrimination. Please 
remember Christians of Pakistan in your 
prayers, so that they can have food for their 
children in this time of trouble.

Rev. Ambita Aggrey Kenneth |  Kenya

1.  God to supply our needs financially as a 
family & church.

2.  Please pray for revival in the church in 
Kenya.

Rev. P Vijaya Raju |  India

Our government lock-down 3 months and 
also declare not conduct mass services 
in churches it is great difficult to survive 
our lives. And also our church members 
suffering. Please pray for us.

Rev. Nicolas Homicil |  United States

Please pray for us at the voice of the 
Gospel Tabernacle church here in Boston 
Massachusetts and also for 21 others 
churches under my supervision in Haiti, 
Dominican Republic, Nigeria.

Thiruthuvam Lazar |  India

Here in India many people are standing in the 
gap and praying for India and praying for the 
world. 

H. L. Sarath Wijesuriyal |  Sri Lanka

1. Daily for our country and Korea.
2.  We need to protect our pastors and their 

families in this time.

Haroon Salamat |  Pakistan

1. Pray for CORONA virus.
2.  Pray for financial support if that will be 

possible because in Pakistan everywhere 
locked down there is no business 
everything is shut down.

Robert Pires |  United States

For me, my family, and everyone in our 
Church (EMMANUEL CHURCH) that the Lord 
should protect us during this difficult moment. 

Anipe Steeven K V Premajyothi |  India

Please continue to pray for our churches and 
believers in rural areas.

Pastor. K. Krupasamuel |  India

Covid-19 is getting spread so quickly. So 
there’s no permission to conduct the worships 
in our churches. Please pray for getting relief 
form this Virus soon.

Hoih Pi |  Myanmar

1.  Pray for us that God will supply all our 
needs especially during this lock down.

2.  Pray for the Christian children who studies 
at Buddhist school who are force to do 
rituals or worship idols and children who 
are poor, needy, who can’t afford school, 
from remote areas.
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“Again, I tell you that if two of you on earth agree 
about anything you ask for, 

it will be done for you by my Father in heaven.
Matthew 18:19
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