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CGI HISTORY

2007 The 22nd CGI Conference

Church Growth International(CGI) is an international institute inaugurated in Nov.1976 by Dr. David Yonggi Cho.

The CGI has growing more and more with joining more pastors and leaders of Christian world from many 

nations. 

Especially the board members of CGI are well-known Christian leaders as a pastor or theologist or evangelist. 

They all agreed the purpose of CGI and willingly joined CGI for the sake of the Load. The purpose of CGI is to 

promote the growth of the churches all over the wolrd, making an example of successful pastors and churches 

based on the biblical principle.

The board of CGI consists of 63 pastors and doctors of church growth from more than 25 countries. CGI as a 

global international institute holds a world church growth conference and seminar annually, or once every two 

years in the major cities of the world. Every odd year the conference is held in Seoul Korea. To this day, it has 

hosted 600 seminars in 100 countries with 12,200,000 participants.

In addition, it publishes church growth related books in English. And English magazine “Church Growth 

International” published delivers to read to the 18,000 subscribers in 181 countries. In 2020 CGI starts to 

provide webzine for the members.
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Faith
is personally receiving 

God’s proclaimed Word as my own.

1.   Cast Your Three-Dimensional Realm onto God.

2. Practice Living in Faith!

3.  Fight the Immediate Surroundings that are Tempting 

you in Negative Ways.

4. Activate your Faith through the law of Seeing.
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We must live by faith. When Jesus saw a great crowd 

coming toward him in the desert, He said, “Where shall 

we buy bread for these people to eat?” Because Philip 

thought that it will not be easy to feed a crowd based 

on his own experiences and knowledge, he concluded 

that it is impossible. However, despite a surge of doubt, 

Andrew brought five small barley loaves and two small 
fish to Jesus with faith as small as a mustard seed. Jesus 
accepted that faith and performed an amazing miracle. 

When we move forward with faith no matter what kind 

of situations we face, we will experience miracles.

1. A life that lives with senses

Because Philip relied on his senses and knowledge, he 

didn’t think that thousands of men and tens of thousands 

of women will be fed in the desert where there was 

nothing. John 6:5-7 say, “When Jesus looked up and 

saw a great crowd coming toward him, he said to Philip, 

‘Where shall we buy bread for these people to eat?’ He 

asked this only to test him, for he already had in mind 

what he was going to do. Philip answered him, ‘Eight 

months’ wages would not buy enough bread for each 

one to have a bite!’” Philip answered negatively to the 

question that Jesus asked him.

When pilots fly planes, the most dangerous thing 

for them is to rely on their senses such as eyes, nose, 

mouth and ears. Pilots shouldn’t believe in their senses 

and make judgments. They must look at the airplane 

instrument panel and make judgments.

It is the same with us. When we walk the path called 

life, we shouldn’t rely on our own experiences or senses, 

but follow what the word teaches us with faith. Without 

having faith in Jesus, we can’t experience miracles. 

Hebrews 11:6 says, “And without faith it is impossible 

to please God, because anyone who comes to him must 

believe that he exists and that he rewards those who 

earnestly seek him.”
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Look 
with 
Faith

There are no miracles in places without faith. Jesus 

couldn’t heal diseases in his hometown. Mark 6:5-6 

say, “He could not do any miracles there, except lay 

his hands on a few sick people and heal them. And he 

was amazed at their lack of faith.” Because there was 

no faith in the place where he was born, He couldn’t 

perform big miracles. We can see that when God solves 

problems, He works in a big way when we bring big 

vessels and works in a small way when we bring small 

vessels.

Depending on what kind of vessels we have before 

God, the Lord fills them or stops filling them. Philip 

thought that they couldn’t feed people with anything 

and that God has nothing to give because all vessels 

are blocked. However, Andrew who was Simon Peter’s 

brother had faith. The Lord performed a miracle with 

the five barley loaves and two fish. The Lord works 

miracles with the things that we bring.

FAITHARTICLE

Dr. Yonggi Cho
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2. A life that lives by faith

Andrew’s faith was small. John 6:8-9 say, “Another 

of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, spoke 

up, ‘Here is a boy with five small barley loaves and two 
small fish, but how far will they go among so many?’”

Philip said it is impossible, but Andrew started to 

find a way. Then, Andrew saw a child with his packed 
meal. He had five barley loaves and two fish. Barley 

loaves were shabby food that poor people had, and two 

fish were small, preserved with salt, and eaten as a side 
dish. However, Andrew brought those to Jesus. Andrew 

had faith as small as five barley loaves and two fish. On 
the other hand, Philip had no faith. The Lord accepted 

Andrew’s small faith and performed an amazing 

miracle.

If we go to the Lord even with faith as small as a 

mustard seed, the Lord uses that as the ingredient for 

miracles. There is no use if we come empty-handed. 

Jesus said in Luke 17:6, “If you have faith as small as 

a mustard seed, you can say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be 

uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it will obey you.” 

Thus, miracles are performed by the Lord. What we 

must do is to move forward with faith. If we go forth 

with faith, the Lord will decide what is big and small 

and work miracles.

3. The Lord who is with us

We are living in the desert where it lacks everything. 

Job 5:7 says, “Yet man is born to trouble as surely as 

sparks fly upward.” Ecclesiastes 7:14 says, “When times 
are good, be happy; but when times are bad, consider: 

God has made the one as well as the other. Therefore, 

a man cannot discover anything about his future.” Not 

only problems are there, but Jesus is also there with us. 

Isaiah 41:10 says, “So do not fear, for I am with you; do 
not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen 

you and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous 

right hand.” The Lord holds us. But what is important 

is how we cling to the Lord with faith. If we don’t hold 

onto Jesus and wander even if He is with us, there is no 

use.

We must plant the seed of faith, believe that miracles 

will come and confess this. Mark 11:24 says, “Therefore 
I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that 

you have received it and it will be yours.” If we have 

prayed and believed, we must know that answers to the 

measure of faith will come. 1 John 5: 14-15 say, “This is 
the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we 
ask anything according to his will, he hears us. And if 

we know that he hears us—whatever we ask—we know 

that we have what we asked of him.” The Lord answers 

us according to the measures that we seek.

God does not forget about His children who believe in 

Him and follow Him, and He takes care of them. Isaiah 

49:15 says, “Can a mother forget the baby at her breast 
and have no compassion on the child she has borne? 

Though she may forget, I will not forget you!” Even if 

a mother may forget her baby at her breast, God never 

forgets people.

Do you know how many birds are there in the world? 

Birds are said to have the largest population among 

living things. Its population is several times larger than 

the world’s population. God even personally feeds 

numerous birds. God said to the disciples in Matthew 

6:26, “Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow 

or reap or store away in barns and yet your heavenly 

Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable 

than they?” Of course, God’s children are more valuable 
than birds. Therefore, God never lets us go hungry. 

Jesus said in Matthew 6:25, “Therefore I tell you, do 

not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or 

about your body, what you will wear.” We must look to 

our good God and have living faith.

There are many times when opportunities given by 

God come wrapped in a bundle called suffering. Those 

without the eyes of faith are discouraged because they 

only look at the bundle called suffering. However, those 

with the eyes of faith see opportunities concealed in 

problems.

As we live our lives, we must not only rely on 

man’s experiences or knowledge. We must look to our 

almighty God, our good God, and God who is always 

with us and move forward with faith. Then, God will do 

big and amazing things for us.

Dr. Yonggi Cho

•  Republic of Korea

•  Senior Pastor Emeritus   

Yoido Full Gospel Church

•  Chairman   

Church Growth International

And without faith it is impossible 
to please God, because anyone who comes to

him must believe that he exists and 

that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.
Hebrews 11:6

He replied, If you have faith as small as 
a mustard seed, you can say to this 

mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted 

in the sea,’ and it will obey you.
Luke 17:6
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1 Peter 1:3-7

“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into 

a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ 

from the dead, and into an inheritance that can never 

perish, spoil or fade--kept in heaven for you, who through 

faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the 

salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time. In 

this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you 

may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. These 

have come so that your faith--of greater worth than 

gold, which perishes even though refined by fire--may be 

proved genuine and may result in praise, glory and honor 

when Jesus Christ is revealed.”

Christians must live by faith. Our faith starts when 
we believe in Jesus Christ as our Savior. It grows as we 
believe in God, trusting the Word, and doing actions of 

faith. We must become the people of great faith. We as 

Christians have to arm ourselves with absolute, positive 
faith and thanksgiving.

 First, I’d like to talk about     

a living hope given to us.

1 Peter 1:3-4 say, “Praise be to the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us 
new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of 

Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that 
can never perish, spoil or fade--kept in heaven for you.”

The living hope this Scripture passage is referring to 

is the great hope that never changes, rescuing us from all 

despair and leading us to eternal life. The early Christians 
had this living hope, so they could keep their faith under 

the severe persecutions by the Roman Empire.

Our life on this earth is short and fleeting. We should 
not put our hope in the world. The hope that the world 

gives is only temporary and disappears quickly. On the 
other hand, the hope in the Lord gives us life for God’s 

glory.

We are saved because God chose us before the creation 

of the world. The reason why God saved us is to entrust 

His mission to us, giving us the power to accomplish it.

Ephesians 1:3-4 say, “Praise be to the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the 
heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. 
For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to 

be holy and blameless in his sight.”

It is by God’s grace that we have become God’s 

children. He sent Jesus Christ, the only way to salvation, 
to this earth so that whoever believes in Him will 

participate in His grace, receiving eternal life and living 

with a living hope.

John 14:6 says, “Jesus answered, ‘I am the way and 
the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except 

through me.’”

Jesus alone is the way, the truth, and the life. While 

living on this earth, we must do our best to give glory to 

God. God pours His grace on us because He wants us to 

reveal His glory.

God will take us with delight when we give glory to 

Him by doing our best in whatever task He has entrusted 

to us. When we do our best in the task, He will praise us, 

giving us great awards. When we serve our Lord, God 

will store rewards up in heaven for us.

Colossians 1:5-6 say, “the faith and love that spring 
from the hope that is stored up for you in heaven and that 

you have already heard about in the word of truth, the 

gospel that has come to you.”

When we work for the Lord, He will help us and work 

together with us.

 Second, I’d like to talk about    

the sufferings coming to us.

When we try to live by faith, however, we run into 

various kinds of trials.

1 Peter 1:6 says, “In this you greatly rejoice, though 

now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in 

all kinds of trials.”

The world persecutes us because we want to follow 

the will of the Lord. We are living in a world where the 

righteous are persecuted and those who compromise with 

sin prosper.

However, the suffering is nothing more than the tools 

of blessings that will refine us as greater servants of 

God. When God blesses us, He wraps His blessing with 

suffering. It may be hard to unwrap the suffering, but 

once we unwrap it, we will find a great blessing in it.
Therefore, no matter how hard the suffering you may 

encounter, march forward with strong and bold faith. 

Overcome all your problems and live victoriously in the 
Lord.

Also, suffering is only a step of training which refines 
us into the people of God.

James 1:2-3 say, “Consider it pure joy, my brothers, 
whenever you face trials of many kinds, because 

Faith More Precious 
than Gold
Dr. Younghoon Lee

Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings,

because we know that suffering produces perseverance;

perseverance, character; and character, hope.

Romans 5:3-4
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you know that the testing of your faith develops 

perseverance.”

We will learn perseverance through suffering. As 

Christians, we can have mature faith through suffering.
1 Peter 4:12-13 say, “Dear friends, do not be surprised 

at the painful trial you are suffering, as though something 

strange were happening to you. But rejoice that you 

participate in the suffering of Christ, so that you may be 
overjoyed when his glory is revealed.”

Verse 16 says, “However, if you suffer as a Christian, 
do not be ashamed, but praise God that you bear that 

name.”

The suffering we are going through now will eventually 

bring us God’s blessing. As the cross was the key to the 

glory of the resurrection, when we endure our suffering 

with faith, no matter how hard they may be, good things 

will certainly happen to us.

 Third, I’d like to talk about     

a blessing after the trial of faith.

Romans 5:3-4 say, “Not only so, but we also rejoice in 

our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces 

perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, 

hope.”

Perseverance produces the character. We will learn 

perseverance through suffering and then it produces 

character. In this verse, character means the excellent and 

firm personality that is attained through discipline. By 

going through suffering, we will have excellent and firm 
character.

The Bible describes our character after we go through 

discipline. 2 Peter 1:5-7 say, “For this very reason, 

make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to 

goodness, knowledge; and to knowledge, self-control; 

and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, 

godliness; and to godliness, brotherly kindness; and to 

brotherly kindness, love.”

The eight steps from faith to love is the character of 

the Lord, which we will attain after going through all our 

discipline. It starts from faith and is completed by love. 

The seventh step is mutual affection, brotherly kindness. 

In other words, it is highly difficult to have brotherly 

kindness in unity. Only mature people can be united with 

each other in the Lord.

1 Peter 1:7 says, “These have come so that your faith-

-of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though 

refined by fire--may be proved genuine and may result in 
praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.”

Most people hate discipline. But our faith grows when 

we go through discipline. When we overcome all our 

problems with faith, we will have faith which is more 

precious than gold, being used greatly by God.

According to the Bible, many great servants of God 

went through suffering. Job was considered blameless 

and upright by God. He feared God and shunned evil. 

However, Satan tested Job under God’s permission. 

Job lost all his possessions and all his ten children just 

overnight. Job was afflicted with painful sores that he 

took a piece of broken pottery and scraped himself with 

it as he sat among the ashes. His friends criticized him for 

his sin. No one was there to help him.

However, Job did not sin. He didn’t hold a grudge 

against God nor complain. Since he was a man of great 

faith, he looked unto the Lord. After going through his 

suffering, he was blessed twice as much. He had another 

ten children and twice as much possession as before.

Joseph was a 17-year-old boy who was loved a lot 

by his father. But he was hated by his brothers and sold 

as a slave by them. A promising young man was sold 

as a slave to a foreign country, suffering from different 

food, language, and customs. Moreover, he was put in 

prison for injustice. However, Joseph overcame all his 

adversities with faith and finally became in charge of 

Egypt at age 30.
Moses was adopted by an Egyptian princess. Even 

though Moses could have lived comfortably, he tried to 

save his own people but failed miserably. He fled to the 
wilderness and stayed there for 40 years. He spent 40 

years in a poor environment, burning hot during the day 

and cold at night. No one came to see him. When God 

saw Moses ready after this discipline, He called him at 

age 80 and used him greatly until he was 120.
Do not fear God’s disciplines. Suffering is nothing but 

a process of God’s blessing that leads you to a blessing. 

The more suffering you go through, the greater servant of 

God you will become.

We should have a living hope. Then we can overcome 

all our sufferings. If we have gone through many 

sufferings, nevertheless we keep our faith, God will lift 

us as His great worker. We will become a great servant 

of God, being used greatly and splendidly by God in the 

days to come. Therefore, let us live victoriously in the 

Lord, keeping our faith no matter what happens.

Dr. Younghoon Lee

•  Republic of Korea

•  Senior Pastor   

Yoido Full Gospel Church

Jesus answered, 

“I am the way and the truth and the life. 

No one comes to the 

Father except through me.”
John 14:6
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‘If you can’? said Jesus. 

Everything is possible for him who believes.

- Mark 9:23

He said to her, “Daughter, your faith has healed you. 

Go in peace and be freed from your suffering.

- Mark 5:34

“Go,” said Jesus, “your faith has healed you.” 

Immediately he received his sight 

and followed Jesus along the road.

- Mark 10:52
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As Christians, we focus on the cross because it speaks 
powerfully of the victory of Christ.

By His death, Jesus saved us not only from sin and 

guilt, but also from the dominion of Satan. In Col. 2:13-
15, we see that two things happened on the cross: (a) God 

forgave our sins, and (b) God in Christ conquered the 
kingdom of darkness. The resurrection proved that He 

is the Son of God who has defeated death. His sacrifice 
on the cross was accepted by God and our sins were 

forgiven. Jesus is now seated on His throne in heaven and 

God “has put all things under His feet” (1 Cor. 15:27). 
Because we are united with Christ, His victory is also 
ours (1 Cor. 15:57; 1 Jn. 2:13; Eph. 2:6).

 Christ gives us victory over the tyranny of 

THE FLESH.

The Bible talks about the “old man”, the “body of sin” 

and the “flesh”, and they refer to the fallen, self-centered, 
rebellious nature that we have inherited from Adam. 

The devil enslaves us through the carnal passions and 

cravings of the flesh. On the cross, however, the power of 
the flesh was “destroyed”. Rom. 6:6 says, “Knowing this, 
that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of 
sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be 

slaves of sin”. Although the flesh still exists, it has been 
rendered powerless, and we don’t have to be enslaved by 

it anymore!

 Christ gives us victory over the tyranny of 

DEATH.

The fear of death is universal – almost everyone is 

afraid to die. Without Christ, death is terrifying because 
we don’t know what is going to happen after we die. 

However, when someone becomes a Christian, the fear of 
death is dispelled, because “through death He [destroyed] 

him who had the power of death, that is, the devil, and 

release[d] those who through fear of death were all their 

lifetime subject to bondage” (Heb. 2:14-15). Because 
of the cross, death is a defeated enemy. To Christians, 
death is just a transition to the fullness of life with God in 

heaven!

 Christ gives us victory over the tyranny of 

SICKNESS.

Through the cross, we experience Jesus as our Healer. 

On the cross, “He Himself took our infirmities and bore 
our sicknesses” (Matt 8:17). One of my church members 
Kelvin was diagnosed with stage-4 nose cancer in 2019. 
Last September, I bumped into him when I was doing 

a hospital visitation. Weighing only 46kg, Kelvin had 
an 8-cm tumour at the bottom of his skull, causing his 

tongue to be twisted, and both lymph nodes on his neck 

to be swollen. Chemotherapy had failed, and he was 
unable to start on radiotherapy. His doctor told him that 

his chance of survival was low. In other words, Kelvin 
was dying. I said, “Kelvin, come see me in church. Let’s 
pray fervently for a miraculous healing.” Together with 

my pastors and leaders, we prayed for God’s healing 

upon Kelvin, and stepped into the Fourth Dimension 
of thinking, visualizing, believing, and confessing the 

promises of God over his life. Praise God, Kelvin is 
totally healthy today, and his latest CT/PET scan shows 
that there is no more cancer in his body. His doctor told 

him he was very lucky, but we know the truth – Jesus is 

his Healer!

“ALREADY BUT NOT YET”

Sometimes, people ask: Since we are already in Christ 
and seated with Him in the heavenly places, shouldn’t 

our lives be filled only with good health, success, and 

blessings? Why then are there still challenges, trials, and 

hardships in life?

The truth is that although Satan has been defeated, he 

has yet to concede defeat. Although he was overthrown, 

he has yet to be eliminated. In fact, the devil continues to 

wield great power. So, on one hand, Paul says that we are 

seated with Christ, and the principalities and powers are 
under our feet (Eph 1-2); but on the other hand, he warns 

us that these same demonic forces will still come against 

us. We have no hope to stand against them unless we put 

on the whole armour of God and be strong in the Lord 

and in the power of His might (Eph 6:10-11).
Herein lies the tension between the “already” and 

the “not yet”. Already, Jesus has won the complete 

victory, but that victory is not yet manifested in its 

fullness. Already, as Christians, we are no longer 
spiritually dead, but we are not yet free from physical 

death. If we overemphasize the “already”, we will 

presumptuously assume that in Christ, we should never 
have challenges of any kind in this lifetime; and we will 

become disillusioned when they do come our way. If we 

overemphasize the “not yet”, we will have a defeatist 

mindset and fail to resist Satan’s temptations or attacks. 

It is this “already but not yet” tension that many are 

confused about. They read the Bible, look at their life 

experiences, and wonder, “So are we victorious or not?” 

Of course, we are! The victory of Christ on the cross is 
complete but our experience of His victory in this lifetime 

is only partial. The victory will only be fully realized at 

the end of time, when Jesus returns in glory to usher in 

the new heaven and new earth. For now, we have to co-

exist with evil. This means we will all die someday. And 

sometimes, we will get sick and experience hardships. 

However, we do not need to fear. Each time we are 

challenged physically, financially, and psychologically, 

we can resist the devil in Jesus’ name and believe for 

His deliverance and blessings. God uses these sufferings 

to transform us and strengthen our faith (Rom 8:28-29; 

Jas 1:2-4). Through the power of the Holy Spirit, we 
can have a foretaste of the powers of the age to come, 

which will ultimately be experienced in its fullness at the 

consummation of His kingdom.

The Victory 
of Christ
Dr. Kong Hee

Dr. Kong Hee

• Singapore

•   Founder   

City Harvest Church
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The Way of Faith
Dr. Reginald Klimionok

There are a number of great principles that apply to 

walking by faith.

1.  Faith hears – the sensitivity of faith.  

In Rom. 10:17 the Bible declares that “faith cometh by 
hearing and hearing by the word of God”.   This chapter 

deals with the fact that our righteousness is attained – not 

by the works of the law but by the hearing of faith.  The 

Word of God is a powerful means to this reality. Psalm 

139:17-18 declares that God has precious thoughts toward 

us and the number is beyond calculations.  It declares that 

if we try to count them they are more than the sands on 

the seashore.  God has precious thoughts toward every 

one of us.  Ps. 33 declares in v.11 that the “counsel of the 

Lord standeth forever, the thoughts of his heart towards 

all generations”. Whatever God has said has power in 

our lives today.  Eph. 1:3 talks about the heavenly realm, 

the “uranos” of God where He lives and moves.  It is our 

privilege through prayer to live in this realm and hear God 

speaking.  This is the way that Jesus lived and received 

His instructions from the Father.  God does not live in our 

dimension.  He has glorious unlimited precious thoughts 

toward us.  In Mt. 4:4 when Jesus was attacked in the 
wilderness He used the promises of God to destroy Satan’s 

power declaring: “Man shall not live by bread alone, but 

by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.” 

The Greek word for “proceedeth” is in the present participle 

expressing continuous or repeated action suggesting, as Dr. 

Taylor taught me, that God “is speaking all the time”.  It is 

up to us to listen to His voice.  His sheep hear his voice.  I 

like the truth that is shared when the angels came to talk to 

Abraham about the birth of his son that Sarah “overheard” 

their conversation.  I believe it is possible for us to overhear 

the conversations of heaven and receive much from God.

2.   Faith sees – the pre-perceptive power of 
faith. 

 

This kind of faith has the ability to hear, see or perceive 

what God desires to accomplish.  Heb. 11:1 says: “faith is 

the substance of things hoped for the evidence of things 

not seen.” You must receive an understanding from God 

and use every resource available to accomplish this vision.  

It is more than a “bubbly” feeling - it is the sub-total of 

seeing and understanding what God will do. To me the pre-

perceptive power of faith applies to the power of seeing, 

visioning, believing and being willing to do it.  This faith 

grasps the almightiness of God and the gifts He has placed 

within us to accomplish His purpose.  I recall sitting in 

a conference and hearing Dr. Cho say that “visions and 
dreams are the language of the Spirit”.  I had already 

received an understanding of this through Dr. John Haggai 

and was practicing it but now it was confirmed to me by 

Dr. Cho.  Scientist, Dr. Caroline Leaf is very strong in 
this thought and how it can change our lives including the 

words that we speak.  Why has God placed this capacity 

of the imagination within our brain?  We use it for various 

reasons.  It is used for television or to dream of something 

special in our life.  It can be used for evil and then requires 

healing of the memories.  God used this imagination in 

Abraham when He desired to show him the greatness of his 

future.  He showed him the stars of the heaven – that is how 

great his nation would be.  Our eyes have the ability to see 
magnificent pictures – and some we have stored into our 

life – we dream about what we want to buy or receive (boat, 

car, house, etc.) but this dimension was given to us for God.  

It relates to hope which is unseen (Rom. 8:24). Faith then 
activates this hope and sees the power of fulfillment (Heb. 
11:1).

3.   Faith speaks - the creative aspect of 
faith.  

The gift of speaking that God has given to us is for His 

purpose.  It speaks the Word of God prophetically and says 

what God will do in certain situations.  It must be linked 

with the Holy Spirit as Ezek. 37 teaches us.  In creation 

we see the Spirit and the Word of God bringing about His 

purpose.   Rom. 4:17 declares that God speaks of those 
things that are not as though they already are.  In 2 Cor. 
4:13 it is written “We having the same spirit of faith……
I believed and therefore have I spoken”.   I discovered an 

interesting scripture some years ago in one of the Psalms 

where God promises to protect and keep us.  Ps. 91:2 

declares: “I will say of the Lord, He is my refuge and 

fortress”, etc.  V. 3 says: “For then He will deliver you” 

(AMP Bible).  It appears that what we say is what we 

receive.  God says in Is.51:14 “I will put my words into thy 
mouth…”  There is an amazing challenge in Num. 14:28 
after ten of the twelve leaders (spies) came back from the 

Promised Land and spoke words of unbelief and doubt and 

the people murmured, God declared: “As ye have spoken 

in my ears so I will do it to you.”    Ps. 103:20 declares that 
God hearkens to “the voice of His word”, which means 

when we speak His word angels respond and do His 

commandments.

4.   Faith overcomes - the executive power of 
faith. 

 

The same power of faith is seen in Mark 11:23 - that 

we are to say to the mountain “be thou removed”.  It is 

preceded by God saying in v. 22 “Have faith in God” or 

have the faith of God”.  Jesus gave His disciples power 

and authority.  The last words of Jesus on earth were in Mt. 

28 “All power (authority) is given to me in heaven and in 

earth” and He told us to go in that authority.  In Dan. 10, 
as Daniel prayed, seeing from the Scriptures the future of 

Israel, finally a heavenly being came to him in awesome 

power and glory and gave the incredible revelation 

declaring (v12) “from the first day that thou didst set thy 

heart to understand and chasten thyself before God, thy 

words were heard and I am come for thy words” Then God 

talks about the attack in the unseen world with the prince of 

Persia etc.   It appears that to overcome the enemy, words 

are crucial declaring what the Word of God says.

We are always living and learning by faith.  We need 

to understand that these great words of faith (in Hebrews) 

came to people under terrible persecution from Rome.  

Many of the Roman people were rife with evil.  In some 

homes there were up to 20 divorces; prostitutes lived in 
the temple; children were often thrown into the river; the 

first 14 or 15 emperors were homosexuals.  In writing to 
the Hebrews, Paul still demanded faith (Heb. 3 & 4). The 
same is shared in Habakkuk and repeated in Rom. 1 and 

Heb.10 that the “just shall live by faith”.  Praying in faith is 
quite different to other prayers.  We pray in great strength 

and prophetic prayers. Consider Is. 44:26 where it says 
that “God carries out the words of His servants and fulfills 
the predictions of His messengers” (NIV).  Witnessing in 

faith causes us to expect God to give us spiritual directions 

whereby we approach people with excitement with a 

God Who answers prayer.  Giving by faith can produce 

incredible results (Luke. 6:38; 2. Cor. 9:6-11).  When we 
preach in faith we build hope into the lives of God’s people.

Dr. Reginald Klimionok

• Australia

•   Director     

Klimionok Ministries International

SERMON FAITH



Now faith is being sure of what we hope for 

and certain of what we do not see. 

Hebrews 11:1

But not all the Israelites accepted 
the good news. For Isaiah says, 
“Lord, who has believed our message?
Consequently, faith comes 
from hearing the message, 
and the message is heard through 
the word of Christ.  
Romans 10:16-17
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THE CHURCH GROWS

The church growth movement suggested there were two 

primary ways a church could grow.  The first was through 
expansion growth.  This is when a church grows in numerical 

size.  This happened on Maui quite dramatically.  A church 

of 100 doubled the first Sunday in May 1980.  Within three 
months it had tripled.  By the end of the first year, the Sunday 
morning service attendance was over 700 people.  It became 
one of the fastest growing churches in America during the 

period of 1980-1981.  By January of 1982, a year and a half 
into the ministry, we had taken over the largest auditorium on 

the island, a skating rink, and were nearing the 1,000 mark on 
Sunday morning attendance.  The early growth of the church, 

what God did, and what principles were learned during that 

time is shared in the book I wrote entitled, Miracle on Maui.  

I call the expansion aspect of church growth, “The Jerusalem 

model”.

The early church in Jerusalem grew quickly.  In Acts 2:41, 
it records that after Peter preached 3,000 people were added 
to the church in one day.  After the miracle of the healing of 

the lame man at the temple gate, Acts 4:4 records that the size 
of the church was 5,000 men with women and children, we 
are looking at over 20,000 people. The church grew so large 
in Jerusalem that numbers ceased to be recorded in Acts, and 

phrases like that found in Acts 5:14, are used:  “Nevertheless, 
more and more men and women believed in the Lord and 

were added to their number.”

However, it is the second way a church grows that is 

the focus of this book.  The church growth movement 

suggested the second way to grow a church is through 

Extension growth, that is, by planting congregations at 

other locations.  This can take place in many ways.  One 
way is through planting sovereign churches.  This can be 

done by a denomination of a mother church, which sends 

out individuals or teams.  I have a friend who has not only 

encouraged his church, but many other churches to do this.  

He sends teams to establish churches all over the world.  

Thousands of churches have been established in this way.  I 

call this, “The Antioch model,” where Paul and Barnabas, 

John Mark and Barnabas, and Paul and Silas, were sent out 

from Antioch to establish churches as the Lord led them.

The model God directed us to do we have labeled the “one 

church in many locations”, the “Multi-campus model”, or 

“The Ephesus model.”  In Acts 19, we read of a great revival 

impacting Ephesus under the ministry of the Apostle Paul.  

So great was the revival that it threatened the idol-making 

businesses, so the idol makers led a riot against the Apostle 

Paul and the church.  However, there are two passages in 

Acts 19 that indicate the revival was not limited to the city of 

Ephesus.  Acts 19:10 states, “…this went on for two years, 
so that all the Jews and Greeks who lived in the province 

of Asia heard the word of the Lord.”  In Acts 19, Paul’s 

opponents even testified to the growth of the church by 

saying in verse 26, “And you see and hear how this fellow 

Paul has convinced and led astray large numbers of people 

here in Ephesus and in practically the whole province of 

Asia.”  The revival impacted Asia Minor and out of that 

revival in Ephesus, churches sprung up everywhere.  A 

good case in point is Paul’s letter to the Colossians church, a 
church he did not start, nor ever visited.  Yet, you can tell by 

his letter that he had authority over the church.  How is this 

possible?  Epaphras, a disciple of the Apostle Paul started 

the church.  Epaphras however, saw the church as under the 

authority of his Apostle, the Apostle Paul.  In fact, Epaphras 

could have been sent to Colossi by the apostle as a result of 
the great revival in Ephesus.

Another fascinating insight concerning the Ephesian 

church comes from the Book of Revelation.  The book is 

addressed to the seven churches in Asia, and the words of 

our Lord given to the Apostle John begins with a special 

word for Ephesus and six other churches, all in Asia minor 

surrounding the church in Ephesus.  Although the Apostle 

John was on the isle of Patmos, arrested for his faith by 

the Romans, we know from church history that he was the 

pastor of the church in Ephesus at the time and apparently 

had authority over the other churches, thus he was the vessel 

through which our Lord used to give them a special message.  

I see this as the outflow of the revival under the Apostle Paul 
in Acts 19, carried on into the next generation.

This explains church structure of the ensuing centuries 

up until the Protestant Reformation in the 1500s.  The 
person who pastored the core church from which the others 

had come out from became known as the Bishop and had 

authority over his personal congregation, as well as the other 

congregations who were led by pastors he appointed.  The 

term, bishop, came out of a first century term that described 
the pastor or elder of a local congregation.  The Apostle Peter 

saw bishop, pastor, or elder, as synonymous terms, and he 

expresses this in I Peter 5:1-2.  He uses all three terms to 

describe the local church pastor.  “To the elders among you, 

I appeal as a fellow elder, a witness of Christ’s sufferings 
and one who also will share in the glory to be revealed.  Be 

shepherds (pastors) of God’s flock that is under your care, 

serving as overseers (bishops), not because you must, but 

because you are willing, as God wants you to be; not greedy 

for money, but eager to serve…”
Today I see terms being bantered about in an attempt to 

describe what God is doing.  The term “Apostle” has been 

resurrected to describe the person who God is using to 

establish multiple congregations whether as a church planter 

or the head of a church opening numerous congregations in 

various locations.  It has also been used to describe Christian 
leaders who have established a large church in an area that 

has influence way beyond its geographical location, or even 
a Christian leader who, due to his gifts, has influenced many 
other Christian leaders.  In the African American community, 
the term Bishop has become popular to describe a leading 

pastor who has opened multiple congregations in various 

sites or who other pastors desire to be connected with or 

“covered” by, that is, making themselves accountable to and 

associated with.

Whatever phraseology is used the phenomenon is 

the same; God uses an individual to be involved in the 

advancement of the church through the establishing of 

numerous congregations.

It was in 1983, that God directed me to this particular kind 

of extension growth, the “one church in many locations”, or 

the Multiplying Church, and thus the writing of this book.  
What God has done and the principles he has given us is the 

focus of this book with the hope that it will encourage others 

who sense his call to take a step of faith and see their church 

become a multiplying church. 

Dr. James Marocco

•  USA

•  Senior Pastor   

King’s Cathedral & Chapels

The Multiplying
Church
Dr. James Marocco

TESTIMONY FAITH



Faith, Being Sure of 

What We Hope for
Heb. 11:1~3

All people have what they hope for in their hearts. Whether 

it is for individuals, families, friends, nations, or citizens, 

people have things that they hope for. Dreams and hopes are 

the driving force that leads our life. If we move forward with 

faith by having dreams given by God in our hearts, God will 

work for us and grant us grace.

1. Thought and faith

1)  People distinguish the difference between good things 

and bad things. They keep the good things and get rid of 

the bad things. When it comes to thoughts, there are good 

thoughts and bad thoughts. (Rom. 8:6)

2)  Good thoughts are based on faith. Even if we face tiring 

and difficult circumstances, we must not fall in despair 

and believe that God will work for the good. (Col. 3:2)

2. The visible and the invisible

1)  People who only rely on human eyes make judgments 

with the visible. So when they face extreme difficulties, 

they conclude that things are impossible and give up. (John 

6:5~7)

2)  We have the eyes of faith that looks to the invisible. The 

things that are prepared by God for us can only be seen 

with the eyes of faith. (1 Cor. 2:9)

3. Positive faith

1)  Faith allows dreams and hopes of hearts come to pass. 

Jesus declared forgiveness of sins and healed diseases by 

looking at faith. (Matt. 9:2)

2)  Even today, God is pleased with those who come forward 

with faith. (Heb. 11:5~7)

4. Positive words

1) God created man in His own image. (Gen. 1:27)

2)  As spiritual beings, humans can change and create 

circumstances with words. (Mark 9:23)

Conclusion

Jesus has given us the grace of the fivefold gospel through 
the cross. We can enjoy the grace of the fivefold gospel 

through our thoughts, dreams, faith, and spoken words. The 

things prepared by God for us can only be seen with the eyes 

of faith. Christians must always live in faith.

Now faith is being sure of 

what we hope for and certain of what we do not see. 

This is what the ancients were commended for. 

By faith we understand that the universe was formed at 

God’s command, so that what is seen was not 

made out of what was visible.    
Hebrews 11:1-3
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How good and pleasant it is

 when brothers live together in unity!     
- Psalms 133:1



The Christian 

in the midst 

of  COVID-19.

SPECIAL ISSUE COVID-19

A message from one of our CGI Board members 

to all Christians experiencing the COVID-19 crisis.



Summer 2020  35  34  Church Growth International

Dear Members of the CGI,

We are God’s special people. We are chosen and called by God in this times of 

difficulty. While worldly people are anxious and fearful of what they see, we share 
our hope in God with them.

The world today is in the midst of fear and despair due to the unidentified virus. 
People are distancing each other out of fear. 

There is a financial, health, and environmental problems impacting many lives in 
the world like a whirlwind. 

In times like this, it’s our mission to declare God’s peace, hope and faith to the 

world.

Dear CGI members, 

The mission of the church is to speak hope to the world. Even in this dark era, we 

must dream, believe, think and speak of hope. 

These days, I realized how it is thankful to be able to go on with a daily life. It is 

freely given God’s blessing and I am very thankful.

Dear CGI members, 

I pray for each one of you every day. 

Please send your specific prayer requests on you, your family, and your church. 
I’m proud of each one of you for devoting your lives in practicing the love of the 

Lord in your places. 

I bless that you may enjoy good health and that all may go well with you, even as 

your soul is getting along well.

Blessings,

Dear Members of the CGI, Greetings in 

Christ!

I send you my warmest regards as each 

of you faithfully carry out the precious work 

God has given you!

With the worldwide outbreak of 

Coronavirus (COVID-19), churches 

around the world are grappling with the 

new challenges of suspending services and 

closing churches. Christians are unable 

to gather for corporate worships. The 

situation is ever-evolving with unknown 

recommendations and restrictions.

I was deeply moved when I heard some 

testimonies of our church members that this 

unexpected crisis made them realize how 
precious it was to be able to worship God 

at church freely. For longing to worship 

at church, some members came to church 

only to find the doors locked. They put 

their hands on the building and prayed and 

returned home. It broke my heart to hear the 

story.

In the midst of these uncertainties and 

challenges, I would like to encourage and 

remind all of my brothers and sisters in 

Christ that suffering is a prelude to blessing. 

Through this time of trial and testing, the 

church will emerge more united, the flaming 
fire of the Holy Spirit will burn in the hearts 
of God’s people, and the Christian faith will 

be made stronger and shine like pure gold.

Our God is a good and gracious God and 

He loved us so much that He did not spare 

His only Son but sent Him to die on the 
cross for our sins. His goodness and mercy 

is still upon church even now.

I believe it is time for the all churches to 

rise up and pray. We must equip ourselves 
with absolute positivity and thanksgiving, 

and unite in prayer to break the strongholds 

of this virus and eradicate COVID-19.

We will certainly overcome these 

diff icult ies  and be victorious over 

COVID-19. 

I pray that God’s abundant grace and 

blessings would be upon each of you, your 

families, and ministries until the day that 

COVID-19 comes to an end and we are able 

to resume our worship services.

In Christ,

Dr. Yonggi Cho

•  Republic of Korea

•  Senior Pastor Emeritus  

Yoido Full Gospel Church

•  Chairman   

Church Growth International

Dr. Younghoon Lee

•  Republic of Korea

•  Senior Pastor   

Yoido Full Gospel Church
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To Speak Hope to the World Suffering is a Prelude to Blessing
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“He who dwells in the secret place of the 

Most High shall abide under the shadow 

of the Almighty.” (Psalm 91:1)

A lot of fear and apprehension is being 

generated about the coronavirus right 

now… some because of misinformation 

that’s getting passed around and some 

because of all the exposure it’s getting in 
the media. It seems to be on everyone’s 

mind and everyone, everywhere, is talking 

about it. But let me assure you… this 

outbreak was not news to God and it hasn’t 

taken Him by surprise. He knew this day 

would come and I want to share with you 

what He told me concerning it.

I was lying in bed the other night, 

praying about this very thing, and the 

Lord said to me, “Richard, take natural 

precautions and take your ‘meds’.” Now I 

take vitamins every day…not because I’m 

sick, but because I want to stay well. So, 
I asked Him, “Lord, what other medicine 

should I be taking?”

He answered, “First of all, trust in Me 

and not the news and, take a daily dose of 

Psalm 91.”

Psalm 91? Praise God! I had committed 

this wonderful prayer-covering Bible 

chapter to memory years ago—and I 

was already praying it over myself, and 

my family, and... I pray it over YOU, the 

friends and partners of this healing ministry, 

EVERY DAY!

Now, I know some fear is only natural. 

But… God didn’t give it to you and He 

would not have you overwhelmed by it. In 

fact, His Word tells us in 2 Timothy 1:7 that 

He has not given us a spirit of fear, but of 

power, and of love, and of a sound mind.

And if a spirit of fear is trying to attack 

you, this is what I believe the Lord would 

have you do also… Take YOUR daily dose 

of medicine from God’s Word. Let it fill 

up your thoughts and let it push out and 

replace any worry or anxiety. Speak it out 
of your mouth over yourself and over your 

loved ones. There is great power in prayer 

and in the Word of God.

“These things I have spoken to you, that 

in Me you may have peace. In the world 

you £will have tribulation; but be of good 

cheer, I have overcome the world”(Jn 

16:33)

When 2020 started, no one would have 

imagined that the COVID-19 pandemic 

would escalate to such global proportions 

and greatly affect the way we live. 

COVID-19 has brought along a lot of 

uncertainty – it almost seems like there is 

no light at the end of the tunnel.

Jesus clearly says that we will have 

tribulation in this world. As Christians, 

however, we should not feel hopeless. In 

Christ, we can have an inner peace even 

as we go through this pandemic. How we 

posture ourselves in this time is important. 

If we adopt a posture of faith, living and 

walking with the Holy Spirit in the Fourth 
Dimension, our perspectives will align 

with God’s Word. We will be of good cheer 

because we are fully convinced that Jesus 

has overcome the world.

Notwithstanding the social distancing 

measures, our members have become closer 

during this period. We started a Care Fund 

to help those who have lost their jobs or are 

struggling because of the economic fallout. 

Our members are also meeting on social 

media platforms every day, to encourage 

one another and to reach out to those who 

are feeling hopeless.

As Christians, we have the confidence 

that God is in control of every situation. 

Let us not swing to either extremes of 
succumbing to fear or being reckless in our 

faith. Rather, let us continue to live by faith, 

and seek to love each other with the love 

of God. As we share the gospel and help 

others in need, we can be assured that Jesus 

is with us.

Praise God God is in Control

Dr. Richard Roberts
•  USA
•  President   

Oral Roberts Evangelistic 
Association

Dr. Kong Hee
•  Singapore
•  Founder    

City Harvest Church
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Matthew 24:7, “For nation shall rise 

against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: 

and there shall be famines, and pestilence, 

and earthquakes, in various places.”
Covid-19 is a worldwide plague, or 

pestilence that Jesus said would take place 

before the second return of Christ. This is a 

wake-up call not only for the world, but for 

church leaders to get ready for the greatest 

move of God that has ever taken place in the 

world.

Just as God is not the author of wars 

or famines, neither is he the father of the 

coronavirus.  Yet, God who specializes in 

taking bad things and turning them for our 

good, is using this pestilence and plague 

to release the Great Jesus Awakening.  A 

revival is different from an awakening. I 

revival renews the church, but an awakening 

touches a nation. The coronavirus is releasing 

a shaking of the Holy Spirit to the nations. 
Where Covid-19 has been most destructive, 

will see the greatest moves of God.  China, 

South Korea, India, Europe and the United 
States are going to see more people turn to 
Christ than ever before.

However, there are three elements for this 

move of God to flow through you and your 

churches. If not, this Jesus Awakening will 

pass over you.  First, you must have a prayer 

life. Everyone prays, but few have a prayer 

life. A life of prayer begins with a time to 

pray. You have a time to go to work, time 

to go to bed and even a time to eat. I don’t 

believe everyone in the world gets hungry at 

12 o’clock noon. Yet they eat. Why? Because 

it’s time to eat. You must set a time to pray 

and every day keep the same time as your 

appointment with God.

Secondly, you need to take a day to fast. 
If one cannot fast the entire day, fast at least 

until 6 PM for the evening meal. If you take 

the day of Monday, your fast day is every 

Monday. Whatever day you choose becomes 

the fasting day for your family. Then if your 

family is scattered all over the world, on that 

particular day you come together as a family 

unit praying for one another and seeing 

special miracles for your home. A church 

needs a fasting day for its members.

Thirdly, the emphasis on the great moves 

of God is salvation and being a soul winner. 

God will use supernatural healings and 

miracles to lead people to Jesus.  You must 

pray and ask God to send people across your 

pathway that you can pray with and lead 

them to Christ. Every day proclaim with your 

words, “I am a soul winner.”

Every 40 years there must be a new move 

of the Holy Spirit or the church will die and 
attendance to God’s house will decrease. 

While the United States was still a colony 
of Great Britain, believers seeking religious 

freedom settled America’s frontier. All of the 

early universities in America such as Harvard, 

Princeton, Dartmouth, etc. were Bible training 

centers for missionaries and preachers.  

Before America received its independence 

from England, there was a great revival. God 

used world shakers like George Whitfield and 
Jonathan Edwards to turn America to God.

However, within 40 years the revival had 

gone cold. Churches were in decline and in 

Harvard University there was not one believer 

to be found in the student body. Students took 
a Bible out of the local Presbyterian Church 

in New Jersey and burned it in a public 

bonfire.  As America was expanding west 
over the Allegheny Mountains, there was 

lawlessness. Half the women were harlots 

and prostitutes and 60% of the men were 

alcoholics.  In 1799 in Kentucky, there had 
not been a court of justice held in five years. 
The good and honest people formed vigilante 

groups to fight for law and order.
In the midst of this disorder, God raised up 

a Presbyterian preacher by the name of James 

McGready.  This Scotch-Irish minister came 
to Logan County, Kentucky to pastor three 
churches. His only claim to fame was he was 

ugly. He was so strikingly unpleasant to look 

at it attracted attention.

In the winter of 1799, he began to organize 

the people to pray. There was a Monday 

prayer meeting. Then he organized people 

to fast after lunch on Saturday until after the 
Sunday service. He required them to sign a 
covenant that they would be faithful to this 

for one year.

Then in the summer of 1800 the revival 

came. McGready called for a gathering for a 

communion service and over 11,000 people 

came. This move of God began to increase 

and it touched every denomination. From this 

camp meeting it spread to other communities. 

At Cane Ridge, Kentucky 20,000 people 

gathered. The noise was like the roar of a 

mighty waterfall. People cried for mercy, 

some of the people sang songs and others 

prayed.  They stayed for weeks without 

leaving, until all the fish were fished out of 

the ponds.

This great awakening changed America. 

The Methodist and Baptist churches grew 

from small congregations to become the 

fastest growing and largest congregations in 

the United States, over 600 Bible schools and 
Christian colleges were started, the Christian 

denomination and Church of Christ were also 

a result of this nation changing awakening.

Recently, one of my closest associates, 

had a visitation from an angel. The angel 

stood at the foot of his bed at 4:30 AM. The 

angel said, “I have been sent from Gabriel, 

the Archangel, to share with you a great 

healing revival will begin Pentecost Sunday. 
It will last 42 months and many miracles 

will take place all over the world.  In almost 

every church, there will be people raised 

from the dead. This supernatural anointing 

will begin in Israel and spread into Africa, 

Europe, America, South America, Korea and 
throughout the Orient.”

The Great Jesus Awakening has already 

begun.  Take a time to pray, a day to fast and 

declare you are a soul winner.

Great Jesus Awakening

Dr. Robert W. Rogers
•  USA
•  Senior Pastor   

Evangel World Prayer Center
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It is a special pleasure for me to greet 

my fellow members of CGI who have 

been part of my life so many years, 

especially when I was in office. I also 

want to greet CGI’s new members who 

have come into the fold. I have been 

retired for nine years but continue to 

avidly follow CGI and its activities, and 

I am grateful God continues this great 

ministry. You are in my prayers and 

thoughts often. 

I add my words of respect and love to 

Dr. Yonggi Cho for the many years of 

inspiration and the blessing he has been 

to me personally and to our work in El 

Salvador and all over Latin America. He 
is deeply loved and respected all over the 

world, and I am privileged to be part of 

the ministry he started.

Our world has turned upside down 

because of the coronavirus. Who would 

have thought we would be caught in a 

crisis of this nature? Despite the negative 

effects of this pandemic, we can look for 

the positive. Not even a pandemic catches 

God by surprise. Several positive effects 
have come to mind over the past several 

weeks, and I will highlight two of them 

in this article.

Sometimes our circumstances make 
us realize our total dependence on the 

Almighty. I am troubled when I listen 

to the news and hear the arrogance of 

leaders who claim to have the answers 

to life’s difficulties. It takes something 

like the coronavirus for us to realize we 

can’t depend on our own wisdom. I am 

so glad my faith is anchored in God and 

His precepts. The more I read His Word, 

the more I realize my dependence on His 

wisdom and strength. I am His creation, 

and I rely upon Him.

I recently noticed how well Psalm 18 

applies to our current situation. Allow me 

to quote a few verses: 

“As for God, his way is perfect; the word 

of the Lord is flawless. He is a shield for 

all who take refuge in him. For who is 

God besides the Lord? And who is the 

Rock except our God? …You give me 

your shield of victory, and your right hand 

sustains me; you stoop down to make me 

great. You broaden the path beneath me, 

so that my ankles do not turn.”  

(Psalms 18:30–31, 35–36; NIV1984)

It is amazing how the Word of God 

speaks to us in times like this and I want 

to share two central thoughts with you:

1.  God’s ways are perfect. 

We dare not question them. His Word 
says they are flawless and that He himself 
is our shield. Our protection doesn’t come 

from any other source—neither a political 

party nor even a religious denomination—

but directly from the hand of God. He is 

so amazingly thoughtful of us that in all 

the circumstances of life, He has pledged 

to be our shield and a place of refuge. So 
dear friends, if you are afflicted at this 

moment, rest assured that God is your 

shield and He is flawless in all His ways. 
You can find refuge in Him.

2.  God gives us victory. 

God does even more than provide 

refuge. Instead of simply protecting us 

from the evils of this world, the Scripture 
says He gives us his “shield of victory.” 

Let us pause and rejoice in the promises 

of God and the victory that only comes 

from His amazing power and grace. We 

are often frustrated by the circumstances 

of life, feeling powerless in the face of 

great difficulty and seemingly impossible 
situations. How wonderful to know He 

gives us victory in the midst of storms. 

Therefore, let us rejoice in our 

Lord. Let us take refuge in His mighty 

power and grace and raise our hands in 

victory. Our God is great! There is no 

one like Him. How wonderful to know 

we belong to Him throughout all life’s 

circumstances.

Our God is Great!

Dr. John Bueno
•  USA
•  Former executive Director 

Assemblies of God World Missions
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Re-align, Re-design, Re-fire

Things happened so quickly! The world 
was not ready for Coronavirus the church was 

not ready in many Nations.

About 18 months ago, the Lord gave me 

three words just before our National elections 

in 2019: Re-align, Re-design, Re-fire!
At the time, our Nation was looking at 

leaning towards a very leftist government 

which would have increased the difficult 

for Christianity in Australia. Churches from 

all different denominations and movements 

across the Nation came together, prayed, and 

fasted for 21 days.  God moved on our behalf 

and a Pentecostal Christian Prime Minister 

was elected declaring, it was a “miracle”.

When Coronavirus hit, the churches were 

united again across the Nation to stand and 

pray against COVID-19 as a continuation of 

what was set in place 12 months prior. There 

has been great unity in the Body of Christ 

by coming together to pray. We have seen 

God move in our Nation with so few deaths 

compared to many Nations.

I believe that God is re-aligning our lives, 

our churches, our Nation and the Nations in a 

closer walk and intimacy with Him.

If you look at the Nations of the world, we 

see that many Nations have moved away from 

God’s word, even our land. When Nations 

move away from the Word of God and do not 

honour the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, it 

opens the door for greater darkness to come 

in. God did not create COVID-19 yet He is 

using it to bring people back to Christ; unity 

to the Church through prayer and the Word of 

God; reuniting families back together during 

the time of lock down.

Who are we? Do we really believe His 

Word?

Churches right across the Nation called 

for prayer! Praying Psalm 91:10 “no plague 

come nigh our dwelling; He has given His 

angels charge over us.” V14 “We have set our 

love upon Him, therefore, He has delivered 

us.” The church cried out for our Nation.

Our Prime Minister and State Leaders did 
a great job during the lock down, stopping 

aircraft coming in and restricting people 

moving from one city to another. We are 

a very blessed Nation that the virus was 

brought under control so quickly.  
God ordained family from the beginning, 

and we are His family. When plagues and 

the trials of life come, this is when families 

stand together in prayer, faith and the Word, 

knowing we are covenant people marked with 

the Blood of Jesus.

The devil came with fear of the unknown 

and no cure in the natural; that is why prayer 

and intercession is so powerful.  The gospel 

went forth across our nation in all forms of 

media and you cannot stop the Holy Spirit 

from moving on a Nation.  

Because we love our Nation our hearts 

cry is to see people come to Christ.  One 

day we will sit in heaven together and 

think, ‘why didn’t we stand together on 

earth?’  Throughout the Old Testament Israel 

went thought plagues and wars but God 

demonstrated Himself mightily when they 

cried out for mercy.  

Moses reminded God of His word in 

Exodus 34:5-9 and God pardoned the Nation 
of Israel. The New Testament Church is one 

in Christ having a better covenant; we have 

all authority and power given to us to fulfill 
His will in the earth.

The greatest freedom in life is not political 

freedom, family financial wealth or plagues, 
it is the freedom from sin consciousness; this 

has kept the church captive.  It is time the 

church know her position of righteousness 

(right standing) (Romans 5:17), standing 

in the abundance of grace and the gift of 

righteousness to reign in life in Christ Jesus.  

Righteousness gives us a consciousness of 

son-ship.  Isaiah 54:14 “In righteousness you 

shall be established; you shall be far from 

oppression, for you shall not fear; and from 

terror, for it shall not come near you.

We are re-aligning the earth for another 

Pentecost, and we, the church, are to re-design 

the heavens for the greatest outpouring, to see 

the church go into the entire world with the 

fire of salvation.
We re-design the heavens over our Nation 

through God’s Word, through prayer and the 

power of the Holy Spirit.  The political do not 
re-design a Nation; this will happen only if 

the church allow them to.  We are to put the 

stop to plagues, wars and anything else that 

might come to destroying a Nation, for we 

are His Ambassadors in the earth to bring His 

Kingdom forth.
We are to re-fire and be passionate with the 

things of God.  DL Moody said, “Set yourself 
on fire with Christ and the world will come to 
watch you burn.”

The Coronavirus has been an opportunity 

for the Church to put her differences aside and 

be united in Christ, in prayer and intercession.  

God is waiting for His church to usher in 

the greatest outpouring of His Spirit.  Souls 
saved, miracles and healings to take place that 

the hearts of the people are turned back to 

God.

Let us pray that the origins of COVID-19 

are exposed; that righteousness, truth and 
justice comes forth; that our Nations be 

lighthouses of prayer and God’s Word of 

prophetic declarations to govern in the Spirit 
and to reap the harvest of this end time 

church.

Dr. Margaret Court
•  Australia
•  Founder&Senior pastor  

Victory Life Centre
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Keep Our Eyes on God

Greetings to the Body of Christ all 

over the world and a special greeting 

to Church Growth International. What 

a privilege it is to share some words 

of encouragement to you as we walk 

through the Covid-19 scenario. Every day 

seems to present a new challenge that can 

only be changed when we step up to the 

call of God to use our faith and authority 

which will give us the victory every 

time. This is definitely not the time to 

back away from the enemy, but to press 

forward and put him under our feet!

Psalms 91:1-7 – Those who live in the 

shelter of the Most High will find rest 

in the shadow of the Almighty. This I 

declare about the Lord: He alone is my 

refuge, my place of safety; he is my God, 

and I trust him. For he will rescue you 

from every trap and protect you from 

deadly disease. He will cover you with 

his feathers. He will shelter you with his 

wings. His faithful promises are your 

armor and protection. Do not be afraid of 

the terrors of the night, nor the arrow that 

flies in the day. Do not dread the disease 
that stalks in darkness, nor the disaster 

that strikes at midday. Though a thousand 

fall at your side, though ten thousand are 

dying around you, these evils will not 

touch you.

These scriptures will apply to those 

who have experienced hardship during 
this Covid-19 season personally or 

through extenuating circumstances 
in your sphere of influence. I speak 1 

Peter 2:24 over you that “He himself 

bore our sins in his body on the cross, 

so that we might die to sins and live for 

righteousness; “by his wounds you have 

been healed.” When we apply our faith in 

these scriptures, they will deliver us and 

set us free! Don’t despair and give in to 

fear, but stand up straight, look ahead and 

walk as a king and priest that He says you 

are.

Our church is experiencing both of 
these scriptures at this time. Words of 

encouragement, words of healing, words 

of hope are causing us to move into a 

new realm of the Holy Spirit and a new 
level of faith. The future will never be 

the same, but I believe it will be better! 

I know all of us have had to reach deep 

within ourselves to pull out the all the 

gifts that our Lord and Savior gave us 
to walk as victors during this crisis. We 

will never be the same, and that is a good 

thing! We all want to grow in every area 

of our lives especially in our Spirit.
We have had creative ideas to “be 

doers of the Word” with drive by food 

distribution, Facebook Live services and 

church and ministry meetings using all 

the technical advances that are available! 

In every situation, we’ve followed the 

governments regulations and still have 

ways to reach one another if there is 

a need. We all need to remember that 

Covid-19 isn’t the worst thing that has 

ever happened in the world. If you reflect 
on our past history, you will see that 

war, the Great Depression, genocides, 

prejudices, The Holocaust have all 

destroyed more people than this crisis.

Finally, let me say “be thankful” and 

appreciate everything the Lord has done 

for us and continues to do for us. Let’s 

keep our eyes on our kind, loving and 

wonderful Savior! He is worthy to be 
praised. Remember, we are just passing 

through this world, this is not our home. 

We are just stewards while we are here, 

and we will not give up because we know 

we are not alone. He is still in control and 

He is faithful!

Dr. Marilyn Hickey
•  USA
•   Founder   

Marilyn Hickey Ministries
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Strength, Courage and Wisdom

Greetings to all at CGI.A special greeting 

to Dr Cho one of the greatest men of God 

in the world that we also recognize as our 

Leader in CGI!

My experience with the COVID-19 virus 
as the Founder/Bishop of I GM church and 

Leader in my community in Durban SA:
I first heard about how coronavirus 

attacked people in Wuhan city in the 

province of Hubei in China. Initially it 

seemed so unassuming and then not long 

after that their warnings from WHO that 

this virus is far more contagious than we 

were led to believe.

Within a few weeks they announced a 

worldwide pandemic. I am 68 this year and 

I have never experienced anything like this 
in my lifetime!

I still consoled my self with the thought 

that it would probably be brought under 

control before it would spread to South 
Africa but to our shock and amazement, 

we had our first case.I still thought it 

will be resolved in a short while just like 

other diseases were. But the infection rate 

although initially slow,kept growing and 

soon we started hearing of fatalities and 

that also began to grow!

To the credit of South African President 

Cyril Ramaphosa and the health minister 

Dr Zwelini Mkhize together with their 

team, they handled the crisis and are still 

managing it well.

What I have especially noticed during 

this pandemic: 

1)  This is the most deadly virus to date in 

at least in our time.

2)  This happened at a time when our 

church attendance was beginning to 

increase.

3)  We had to quickly learn to look at 
alternative ways to communicate not 

only to our members but also to the 

rest of the people that are linked to us 

locally, nationally and also globally!

4)  We began to communicate very 

quickly to the church and all those that 
follow us via social media.

5)  We began preaching and teaching 

and communicating via livestream, 

facebook, YouTube, Instagram, 

messenger and WhatsApp! Thank 

God for social media otherwise it 

would have been extremely difficult to 
stay connected to our church.

The restrictions have been reduced for 

churches to meet but by very little, it is 

however for our own good and safety.

The spiritual implications for us as 

church: 

We are determined to keep preaching 

the gospel as a church. Jesus is building 

His church and nothing will be able to stop 

Him.

In 1Timothy 1:7 it tells us that God has 

not given to us the spirit of fear,but of love 

and of power and of a sound mind!

We should not allow ourselves to be 

controlled by the fear of being infected by 

by the coronavirus. There is a big difference 

between exercising common sense by 
taking the necessary precautions and 

allowing ourselves to be overwhelmed by 

the fear of being infected by the COVID-19 

virus. Should we be concerned?Yes but do 
what we can and then entrusting our lives 

to God and resting in Him!

Testimonies from our church during this 

pandemic: 

By reaching out to one person who 

needed assistance with groceries or food, 

the grocery store owner offered for us 

to manage the distribution of more food 

parcels to pensioners i.e. people over the 

age of 65

We then started the COVID-19 relief fund 

where we received further contributions 

and were able to reach more people in need 

of food. This showed us that despite the 

financial challenges, by just reaching out 

to one person we are able to reach many 

more. It all began with one. We have also 

seen that God provides seed to the sower. 

Dur ing  th i s  t ime  we  were  a l so 

approached by an international radio station 

to broadcast the Interfellowship Radio 

Show which was a great blessing in the 
light of this being a wonderful opportunity 

to reach more people for the Kingdom. 
The area we work in is of a lower 

socioeconomic standard though we have 

seen God’s hand over us. We have started 

reaching out to request partners and have 
seen some good response.

We realize that it will be a while before 

a cure to this virus is found and that even 

though we trust God, Christians can 

contract this virus. We need the grace and 

mercy of God in order to live successfully 

through this difficult season. We speak 

Psalm 91 over our lives, our families, our 

churches and our nations. We believe that 

this too shall pass in Jesus Name and that 

God will grant us the strength,courage and 

wisdom to move forward. 

God Bless and Keep you 

Bishops Robin Oliver
•  Republic of South Africa
•  Founder & Senior Pastor  

Interfellowship Global Ministries
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Online Evangelism

bound with chains as a criminal, BUT the 

Word of God is not bound!(2 Timothy 2:9)

2020 and the virus that shut down the 

world. In the Philippines we had nine 

weeks of what was termed “enhanced 

quarantine,” strictly enforced lock down, 
followed by weeks of only slightly less 

vigorous lock down.  As the world learned 

– potentially deadly for our member’s 

livelihoods, businesses, and of course, our 

ability to minister to them.

•  From day one we made a decision to 

pursue intensive pastoral care. Every 

member was (and is) called by a pastor 

every three days.

Now, as May moves on, we have seen 

98 - 100% of our connect groups meeting, 

123 brand new connect groups opened, 

over 8,000 new people come to know the 

Lord, and hundreds of testimonies of God’s 

faithfulness abounding. All this DURING 

the two months of lockdown we have just 

been through. 

•  From day one, seeing we would be 

forbidden to hold services in the church 

auditorium, we restarted our live-

streaming of services in the weeks prior 

to lock down. We, like many churches 

world-wide, marked certain chairs for 

physical distancing, put hand alcohol, 

foot baths, and thermometers at the 

entrance ways just in case we would be 

allowed to retain some kind of services, 

but everything related to the church was 

shut down. No funerals, no weddings, 

no “religious” services of any kind. No 

connect groups meeting in houses, no 

pastoral visitation.  At this, I admit  some 

pastors retreated to their homes and 

threw up their hands in helplessness.  

BUT at the Cathedral of Praise, the 

pastoral team was mobilized for action.  

Some time last year we learned a quote 
from our African brothers regarding their 

work for God: “Even if you are sick, your 

cell phone is not!” Life on line opened up 

like a flower to sunshine! Facebook, Skype, 
Messenger calls, and of course Zoom. 

•  From day one of Quarantine, Pastor 

David Sumrall was live every morning, 

Monday through Saturday from 6-7am 

with daily devotions, a simple walk 

through the Scripture, showing the 

members both that we were there for 

them, and also how to read the Word 

themselves. Because the platform was 

Face Book, of course the members were 

able to watch the program any time 

during the day, and we found it was 

joined by former members and their 

friends from around the world.  

•  From day one of Quarantine, Pastor 

David Sumrall and his wife Beverley 

were live every evening at 7 pm for a one-

hour church service to lead the people 

in prayer, worship, and the preaching 

of the Word. These twice daily services 

were reaching upwards of a hundred and 

twenty thousand people.  

Besides these services, which aired on 

Facebook and Youtube, Pastor Sumrall 
daily held meetings with leader groups 

from the various districts, met his board, 

met his pastoral and support teams, and 

trained leaders via Zoom.  

•  From day one, Pastor Sumrall discouraged 

on line giving by the members, reminding 

them to lay aside their tithes and offerings 

every week until that time when they 

could bring them into the House of the 

Lord. 

It was almost like church life never 

missed a beat in terms of ministry 

offered to the people. In fact, the training 

opportunities became international 

(reaching our branches as well). The 

evangelism likewise suddenly knew 

no boundaries, no distance, and NO 

TRAFFIC!

•  At the Cathedral of Praise, we have 

four levels of leadership training – each 

with 16 lessons – in order to become 

a connect leader. During lock down, 

over 1,700 people completed all four 

levels, and new connect leaders were 

commissioned in prayer.  

•  The pastoral team has consistently been 

calling every member with a working 

phone number, every three days. Checking 

up, praying for their needs. At times this 

is done with a traditional call, and at times 

on Messenger call, Zoom, Skype, or 

other on line video format. Because not 

everyone has a phone, or can get on line, 

this resulted in about 25,000 calls being 

made by the pastors every three days.

•  Funeral services were held via zoom, 

seeing many of the relatives (who joined 

on line as well) give their hearts to the 

Lord.

•  Connect groups continued to meet, only 

they met on line with 98 - 100% of 

connect groups reporting as met every 

single week.  

•  All Bible school classes carried on 
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without a pause as teachers met the 

students via zoom.

•  Our “Bible Radio” am radio station 

continued broadcasting into homes, 

with all programs being produced by 

our members – in their homes. What 

enjoyable new challenges!

•  Musical training of all branches was 

accomplished via zoom. This multiplied 

the reach of our musicians. We suddenly 

were training musicians across multiple 

time zones.

•  All summer activities for youth and 

children went ahead full steam – but on 

line. Zoom conferences, fun activities, 

daily seeking the Lord, scripture 

memorization, competitions between 

our branches, youth outreaches, Biblical 

teaching, all amounted to an overflowing 

summer of young people being saved, 

taught, filled with the Holy Spirit, and 

trained for ministry.

•  Every ministry in the church continued 

to meet – the executives met, the leaders 

met, the members met, training times 

proceeded, choir practices were held, 

and all on line.

•  The musically inclined began producing 

zoom music videos for playing in our 

nightly services (aside from the pre-

recorded worship from our church prior 

to the pandemic). In fact the singing 

groups seemed to enjoy seeing who 

could get the next great video put 

together!

•  Because every morning devotion and 

every evening service starts with the 

reading of Psalm 91, the youth, the 

teens, the children, the ushers, the 

grandparents, all started challenges to 

memorize Psalm 91 and recite it on line.

•  Every youth service went ahead as usual 

– but on line via Zoom.

•  Every teen’s service went ahead via 

Zoom

•  Every young professional service, 

women’s service, men’s service, business 

men’s fellowships, pastors fellowships 

all went ahead on line. 

•  The pastors of the city still got together 

with Pastor Sumrall via huge zoom 

conferences for training, question and 

answers. 

•  With the many musical songs created by 

our music department for this time, on 

line evangelism outreaches were held, 

resulting in thousands coming to know 

the Lord.  

•  A daily half hour children’s program was 

created to minister to the needs of the 

little ones, teaching them the Word of 

God while mom and dad had a chance to 

get some work done.

•  People networks were established, 

making sure that the elderly among 

our members had adequate grocery 

supplies. Young couples in each district 

coordinated this.

•  The feeding of 3,500 children every 

morning never missed! The children 

were delivered nutritious, healthy food 

on a regular basis.

A program called House of Prayer was 

established a few weeks into lockdown, 

wherein front liners could drop by any 

campus of COP to receive communion, 

pray, and be prayed for. The COP pastors 

gladly stepped into this needed role.  

Pastors were divided up (based on where 

they lived) and served a few hours each 

day in the campus nearest them.  Members 

were so overjoyed to be seeing the 

sanctuary again, that the first ten minute 

visit was often filled with tears of great joy. 
This was also an opportunity for members 

to bring their tithes and offerings to the 

Lord.

As restrictions continued to be lifted, 

more and more members availed of this 

opportunity to drop by the church at 

any time on any day to receive pastoral 

ministry personally.

As for the members – they prospered.  

Their hands were full with the new 

business ventures God helped them to birth 

- opportunities to make money via means 

that would have been hard to imagine 

just a few months ago. They cooked and 

sold on line. They sewed masks and other 

garments needed for front liners. Members 

who lost their jobs were making more 

money than ever before baking, sourcing 

goods, cooking great food.

With the promise of church openings 

ahead of us, we thank God for bringing 

us through this time stronger and more 

energized than ever, with hearts full of 

gratitude to our faithful God, who is our 

Refuge and our Fortress.

Dr. David Sumrall
•  Philippines
•  Senior Pastor  

Cathedral of Praise
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The Ministry of Reconciliation
2Corinthians 5:17-18 says, “Therefore, 

if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has 

come: The old has gone, the new is here! All 

this is from God, who reconciled us to himself 

through Christ and gave us the ministry of 

reconciliation…” In Christ Jesus there is only 

one ministry we have been given. It is not the 

ministry of preaching, singing, or healing the 

sick. It is the ministry of reconciliation.

The Reconciliation Challenge

The book of Acts gives us a picture of how 

difficult it was to find a place for this ministry. 
The first church was a strictly Jewish 

church, who believed that Jesus was strictly 

a Jewish Messiah. Jews did not associate 

with Samaritans and Gentiles—especially 
with Romans, their oppressors. This made 

the ministry of reconciliation difficult, if not 
impossible. The pain was real. The history 

was long.

Today, our context is no different. We 
have a long and very painful history of black/ 

white relations. These have only been further 

aggravated by the recent tragedies in the United 

States. The pain is real. The history is long. But 
this could be an opportunity for the church to 

demonstrate the ministry of reconciliation—the 

only ministry we’ve been given. 

The Ministry of Being Right 

The greatest threat to the ministry of 

reconciliation is the ministry of being 

right. Being right always feels good, but 

for the child of God it presents challenges. 

Establishing what is “right,” also establishes 

what is “wrong,” and this hinders the 

reconciliation process.

The ministry of reconciliation sees the 

right, and the wrong, and chooses to pay 

the price owed by the wrong for the sake of 

reconciliation. This is exactly what the Father 
did for us. He would have been perfectly 

justified to let us die in our sin, and live in 

eternal damnation. But He chose not to. Our 

text tells us that, “…God, who reconciled us 
to Himself through Christ and gave us the 

ministry of reconciliation…” 

The Building

Ephesians 2:20-21 describes us as a 

building. The building rises as the individual 

stones are joined together. Joined together 

is made possible by the ministry of 

reconciliation. And when the building is 

complete, it is ready for occupancy. The Old 

Testament references to the construction of 

both the tabernacle and the temple concluded 

with the glory of God descending, and 

I believe we as the church are uniquely 
positioned to witness the glory of the Lord 

cover the earth as the waters cover the seas. 

Dr. Betta Mengistu
•  Ethiopia
•   Founder    

Beza INTL. Ministries

Please Pray for 
the Corona Virus to be Stopped.
The whole world is greatly suffering from corona virus disease. 

Millions of people have been infected and hundreds of thousands of people 

have died from COVID-19. 

We truly need God’s grace to overcome this terrible crisis.
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